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ANSWERS TO THE MOST COMMON QUESTIONS 

 

- We offer worldwide free shipping per Fedex. 

 

- We cover the customs fees, provide all the paperwork and deal with the customs. We send 

outside the EU daily and we are used to taking over the control of exporting and importing. 

 

 

- For all the manuscripts, ordered from outside the EU, please give us approximately 10 days to 

deal with the additional paperwork. 

 

- We offer a 20% institutional discount.  

 

 

- In case you spot an item, that you like, but the end of the fiscal year is approaching, please do 

not be afraid to ask. We would be glad to put any objects from our offer aside for you and 

deal with it at your convenience.  

 

- We offer original researches and high resolution scans of our maps and prints, which we are 

happy to forward to the buyers and researchers on request. 

 

- For any questions, please e-mail us at: antiquariat@pahor.de. 

 

 

In 2019 we would like to invite you to our stand at the Amsterdam Antiquarian Book Fair, on 

October 5th-6th, and at the ASEEES Annual Convention in San Francisco, from November 23rd to 

26th.  

In early 2020, we are planning of exhibiting again at the New York Antiquarian Book Fair and 

Firsts London’s Rare Book Fair.  
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Daša & Alex 
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1. WORLD WAR I ARCHIVE / MIDDLE EAST / WESTERN FRONT / RUSSIA / 

INDIA: 

 

Frederick William Henry WALSHE (1872 - 1931). 

 

[Numerous Items, Various Formats, Various Places, Dates ranging from 1906 to 1920]. 

 

A fascinating and historically valuable archive from the papers of Brigadier Frederick Walshe, 

a commander of an ANZAC Mounted Brigade in Egypt, Gallipoli and along the Western Front 

during World War I and later the Aide de Camp to King George V; notably featuring a pair of 

gargantuan manuscript panoramas, a collection of views and highly detailed written first-hand 

account of the Battle of Romani (1916), the dramatic turning point of the conflict in Egypt and 

the Levant; plus, Walshe’s diary of his service on the Western Front; his plan for ‘war games’ 

in pre-war India; as well as his artistically virtuous drawings of scenes in Gallipoli, Egypt and 

Russia; amongst diverse other items; valuable primary sources worthy of academic study. 

 

 

This is a fascinating and historically significant archive from the papers of Brigadier General 

Frederick Walshe (1872 - 1931), a commander of an ANZAC Mounted Brigade during World 

War I (serving in Egypt, Gallipoli and France) who, during other times, served in India and 

Russia; Walshe capped his career upon being appointed Aide-de-Camp to King George V. 

The archive is diverse, consisting of several different forms of media, dating between 1906 and 

1920.  The highlight of the archive, billed as Part I, concerns the Battle of Romani (August 3-5, 

1916), and related events, which marked the turning point in WWI in the Egypt and the Levant, 

when a British Imperial force (of which Walshe was a senior field commander) repelled a large 

Ottoman-German army bent upon seizing control of the Suez Canal, the British Empire’s most 

important lifeline.  Critically, prior to Romani, the Ottoman-German side was always on the 

offensive the region; however, following the battle Britain assumed the offensive, driving the 

enemy ever further northwards towards Jerusalem and eventually Damascus.  Present here are two 

gargantuan 360° manuscript panoramas and a collection of several hand-drawn and hectographed 

views of the Romani battle theatre, featuring all topographical aspects of this epic showdown in 

the Sinai Desert, all being original works created by Walshe immediately before, during and after 

the action.  As Walshe was an exceptionally gifted draughtman and artist, these works are of 

uncommonly high quality.    

Additionally, the archive includes Walshe’s original manuscript diary covering the entire Romani 

battle period, granting an incredibly detailed and candid account of the dramatic action as seen 

through the eyes of on officer who personally led hundreds of troops though the thick of the 

fighting.  Especially when considered together, the panoramas, views and diary, which have never 

been studied by scholars, are surely one of the most valuable and authoritative primary sources on 

one of the most consequential military events in the modern history of the Middle East. 

Part II of the archive features typescript and manuscript directions for ‘war games’, military 

exercises organized Walshe in India in 1907, accompanied by a manuscript graphic plan of an 

amazingly innovative design.  Part III is Walshe’ diary for the calendar year 1914, where he 

records the opening salvos of the Great War and his call to serve on the frontlines.  Part IV is 

important and merits much further study, being Walshe’s original manuscript diary he kept during 

his service on the Western Front, in France and Flanders, from June 1917 to March 1918.  Part V 

consists of four of Walshe’s original Manuscript drawings from his service on the Gallipoli 

Campaign, one being a scene drawn from the trenches.  Part VI features a series of manuscript 

sketches made by Walshe in Egypt, mostly made while he was on leave from the frontlines in the 

Sinai.  Part VII features a few of Walshe’s drawings from his time assisting the White Russian 

cause in 1919-20, in Archangel and Crimea.  Part VIII is a diverse collection of other documents, 

including personal correspondence, various sketches, as well as the 1920 War Office letter 

appointing Walshe as the Aide-de-Camp to King George V.  This is a fascinating and beautiful 

archive that provides a gateway to much further exploration of a key period in modern history.  

 

 

 

Brigadier General Frederick Walshe: A Man at the Centre of Key Events on Three 

Continents  

Brigadier General Frederick William Henry Walshe (1872 - 1931) was an Anglo-Irish soldier, a 

senior field commander during World War I and the Aide-de-Camp to King George V.  During 

his 36 year-long military career he served in Britain, India, Egypt, Gallipoli (Turkey), France. 

Belgium and Russia. 

Born to a landed family from County Kilkenny, Ireland, Walshe was educated at Bedford School 

and at the Royal Military Academy at Woolwich.  It is likely at Woolwich that he was trained in 

draughtsmanship, and combined with is great natural artistic virtuosity, he became an unusually 

skilled artist; he sketched what he witnessed constantly throughout his life (as evidenced by many 

works within the present archive).   



In 1892, Walshe was commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant in the Royal Artillery and served for many 

years in India, where he organized ‘war games’ and was renown as prize-winning big game 

hunter.  After being posted in Scotland for time, he was promoted to lieutenant-colonel and called 

to service in World War I.  He became the chief-of-staff of an ANZAC Mounted Brigade and was 

station in Cairo, before leading his men during the horrific Gallipoli Campaign.  Returning to 

Egypt, he played a key role in Britain’s victory at the Battle of Romani, which saved the Suey 

Canal from being taken by the enemy and turned the tide of the conflict in the Levant.  Called up 

to the Western Front, he served in Northern France and Flanders before being given leave to 

Britain.   

Walshe, who was promoted to the rank of Brigadier General in 1919, saw his final combat 

assignment as an advisor to the White Russian generals Deniken and 

Wrangel during the Russian Civil War.  Upon his return home in 

1920, he was made the Aide-de-Camp to King George V.  Walshe 

was awarded the Distinguished Service Order (1917), the 

Companion of the Order of St Michael and St George (1919) and the 

Companion of the Order of the Bath (1928).  After serving 36 years 

in the army, he retired in 1928 and died in Dorset in 1931.  

 

 

PART I - THE BATTLE OF ROMANI (1916): THE TURNING 

POINT OF WWI IN EGYPT & THE LEVANT 

 

During World War I, the Suez Canal was the most important single 

lifeline of the British Empire, the funnel through which hundreds of 

thousands of troops and vast amounts of critical commodities flowed 

in from India, Australia, New Zealand and Malaya.  The 100-mile 

long channel was also considered by the German-Ottoman side to be 

the ‘weakest link’ in Britain’s global transport network.  The Suez 

Canal was bordered on the east by the vast deserts of the Sinai 

Peninsula, on the other side of which was Ottoman Palestine.  On 

one hand the Sinai provided a level of protection for the Suez, as 

with no roads, few waterholes and scorching temperatures that could 

reach 50 Celsius, it was notoriously difficult to cross.  On the other 

hand, the place was so desolate that it would be difficult to detect 

any force that somehow managed to traverse the peninsula, leaving 

the Suez vulnerable to stealth attack.  Moreover, a clear breach of the 

canal by a large enemy force would leave Cairo in grave danger.  

The Ottoman-German desire to strike the Suez was hardly a secret.  

Djemal Pasha, the Ottoman Navy Minister, and one of the ‘Young 

Turk’ triumvirate that ruled the Sublime Porte, set off from Istanbul 

on November 21, 1914 to lead the Ottoman Army in Syria, publicly 

declaring to a large crowd that he would not return until he has 

conquered Egypt. 

Meanwhile, the British command in Cairo was highly confident that the vast expanse of the Sinai 

could not be crossed by a force strong enough to overcome their entrenched defensive system 

along the canal, manned by the 50,000 troops of the Egyptian Expeditionary Force.  They 

attributed Djemal’s declaration to be one of the Young Turks’ many grandiose, yet empty PR 

exercises.  However, these assumptions bred a dangerous sense of complacency.  

As it turned out the Ottoman-German side was deadly serious about striking the Suez.  While 

Djemal remained the figurehead, the field commander of the project was the German Colonel 

(later General) Freiherr Kress von Kressenstein, a brilliant logistical planner, albeit not the best 

tactician.  In early January, in Beersheba, in Sothern Palestine, the Ottoman-German side 

assembled the Ottoman Expeditionary Force, a mixed army of Turkish regulars, a wide assortment 

of Arab volunteers, plus a small number of German officers, their 

total numbers rivalling those of the British forces in Egypt.  

Kressenstein gradually moved his force into the Sinai, all the while 

building rough roads, and setting up re-victualling stations at regular 

intervals to maintain a healthy army and a tight supply chain; he 

even extended the Palestine Railway a bit to ease the route.   

Kressenstein’s plan was to methodically cross the Sinai to make a 

stealth strike upon the canal, hopefully breaching the British 

defences, and leading the enemy into disarray.  It was also hoped 

(and confidently assumed by Djemal, amongst others) that upon 

seeing the weakness of the British forces, the Egyptian masses would 

rebel against their ‘infidel occupiers’ in favour an invading force 

dominated by fellow Muslims.  In the best-case scenario, the British 

side would fold, leaving the Ottoman-German force to simply march 

into Cairo, cheered by the people. 

The Ottoman Expeditionary Force was aided by the fact that the 

British command decided upon a defensive strategy, to simply 

bunker down along the canal.  They elected not to send any 

reconnaissance parties into the Sinai lest they be cut down by the 

enemy.  While the British and French sent planes to fly over the 

desert, their coverage only extended a short distance.   

In January 1915, the Ottoman-German forces crossed the Sinai in 

about two weeks, perfectly following Kressenstein’s masterly plan, 

their final approach to the canal concealed by a sandstorm.  While 

the British gained some last-minute intelligence that the enemy was 

approaching, the had no idea as to where along the canal they would 

strike, or in what kind of numbers.  Fearing being trapped between 

the enemy and the water; the British withdrew all their forces to the 

western (far side) of the canal. 

On the night of February 2-4, 1915, the Ottoman-German forces 

struck the Suez Canal near Ismailia, mounting smaller diversionary 

strikes at other areas.  The British were caught off-guard and initially 

struggled to marshal their forces.  However, Kressenstein’s plan 

called for the rapid and smooth crossing of the canal and the opening 



of a breach in the British lines on the opposite side.  As it turned out, the crossing of the canal was 

conducted in clumsily, slow manner, giving the British time to arrive on scene in great force.  The 

British managed to blow up the pontoon bridge the attackers had constructed before significant 

numbers of Ottoman troops were able to cross the canal; those that did were promptly cut down or 

captured.  The British then directed hellfire on the Ottoman-German side, rendering their crossing 

impossible.  Realizing that their objective was lost, they Ottoman-German forces mounted a hasty 

and disorderly retreat eastward into the Sinai.   

While the British crossed the canal and mopped up stragglers, they decided not to pursue the 

enemy into the desert.  This decision was subsequently criticized, as many thought it possible that 

the British could have annihilated the Ottoman Expeditionary Force if they gave chase.  However, 

desert warfare is inherently unpredictable (especially, as the true size of the Ottoman-German 

force was unknown the British), and it was reasoned by the local British command that it was best 

to guarantee the safety of the canal, and not risk an excursion into the Sinai.   

The Ottoman-German force managed to safely return to their bases in Palestine and the far eastern 

Sinai, having preserved most of its men and equipment; they lived to fight another day.  

For the next 18 months both sides generally assumed defensive positions.  The nightmarish the 

Gallipoli Campaign (February 1915 – January 1916) distracted the high commands of both sides, 

as well as severely depleting their local troop strength (as many divisions were sent to fight in 

Turkey).   Additionally, the Ottomans were concerned about the loyalty of many of the Arab 

subjects.  These fears would prove to be well-founded upon the outbreak of the Arab Revolt in 

June 1916, when the Hashemites of Hejaz joined the British side, with the help of ‘Lawrence of 

Arabia’.  

During the early part of 1916, once the Gallipoli Campaign was over, the Ottoman-German forces 

created a massive forward base at El Arish, in the north-eastern Sinai.  There they received 

significant troop reinforcements and shipments of the most advanced equipment from Germany 

including airplanes and mobile heavy artillery.  

Meanwhile, the British established a forward base at the Qatiya Oasis, about 35 miles east of the 

Suez, toward the Mediterranean shore.  This ultra-modern encampment was eventually served by 

a railway, as well freshwater pipelines running from the Suez.  This positions was manned by 

approximately 15,000 troops, primarily of the ANZAC Mounted Division (including Lt. Col. 

Walshe) and the British 52nd (Lowland) Division.  The force was commanded by Lieutenant 

General Archibald Murray, assisted General Herbert Lawrence and the Australian General Harry 

Chauvel.  

On April 23, 1916, Kressenstein mounted a daring raid upon the periphery of the Qatiya area.  

Amazingly, he surprised and easily captured an entire British cavalry unit of almost 600 men.  

This emboldened the Ottoman-German side towards mounting a grand operation.     

Despite this event, in the weeks that followed, the British command at Qatiya naively assumed 

that Kressenstein would not dare mount a full-scale attack upon their forward base during the 

summer, when temperatures regularly exceeded 40 degrees Celsius.  That being said, the British 

moved the location of their main camp, to the tiny village of Romani, amidst some great sand hills 

above the Qatiya Oasis. 

During the last part of July, British advance parties reported enemy activity in the desert moving 

towards the Qaitiya area; however, this was mistaken for Ottoman-German reconnaissance 

parties. 

However, during the night of August 3-4, 1916, Kressenstein managed to stealthfully move his 

main force of 16,000 men, armed with heavy artillery within striking distance of the Romani 

camp.  Walshe and his fellow officers were woken in the middle of the night facing a crisis. 

As the sun came up on August 4, the Ottoman-German force had moved in towards the British 

potions but met with fierce resistance.  The attackers eventually managed to take many of the 

highlands around Romani, including Wellington Ridge, seemingly a bad sign for the British.  

However, Kressenstein’s fierce artillery barrages fell off their mark, allowing the defenders to 

regroup.  The British fought valiantly, while the Ottoman-German forces, suffering from heat 

exhaustion and lack of ammunition, started to flag.   

On August 5, the British side forced the attackers off the highlands into unfavourable terrain, 

within the range of their heavy guns.  This forced the Ottoman-German army to move further back 

to Qatiya, an untenable lowland position.  Kressenstein then ordered a full retreat towards El 

Arish.  The German commander, always good at logistics, managed to quickly move out his heavy 

artillery and valuable equipment, ensuring that they were safe for use another day.  Some of the 

Ottoman-German detachments likewise beat a clean retreat, while others straggled, making them 

vulnerable to attack or capture. 



The British pursued the retreating Ottoman-German army; however, they were slow out of the 

gate.  While they did manage to take 4,000 prisoners, they failed to entrap the main body of 

Kressenstein’s force.  The British chased the Ottomans for some days until reaching Bir el Abd, 

where meeting a fierce rear-guard action, convincing the British to call off the pursuit. 

Kressenstein managed to return to El Arish with the core of his army intact and almost all his 

prized equipment.  

While the British Imperial forces had fought brilliantly against the attack upon Romani, Whitehall 

was bitterly critical of Murray, Lawrence and Chauvel’s failure to hunt down and annihilate 

Kressenstein’s retreating army.  While it is possible that this could have been achieved, in 

retrospect the criticism seems a bit too harsh, as mounting such a chase in the desert in summer is 

certainly easier said than done.  While it true was that Kressenstein’s force lived to fight another 

day, so did the Egyptian Expeditionary Force.  Moreover, the Suez Canal, the great lifeline of the 

British Empire, was henceforth resolutely safe from attack. 

The Battle of Romani marked a major turning point in that prior to the event, the Ottoman-

German side had always been on the offensive; from the point onwards, they were always on the 

defensive.   

For the next five months the British cautiously pushed eastwards, evicting the Ottoman-German 

forces from El Arish and the Sinai altogether by early January 1917.   

The British forces in Egypt where then given the green light to invade Ottoman Palestine.  

However, this proved to be an exceedingly difficult task, as the Ottoman-German side mounted 

fierce resistance.  The British were for a time stopped cold by Kressentein at the Second Battle of 

Gaza (April 17-18, 1917).  However, the they eventually regrouped and moved forward, although 

it was not until December 11, 1917 that they took Jerusalem.  The British capture of Damascus on 

October 1, 1918 is generally viewed as the end of major hostilities in the Levant, coming less than 

a month before the Ottoman Empire’s general surrender at the Armistice of Mudros (October 29, 

1918). 

 

A. Walshe’s Panoramas and Sketches of the Battle of Romani Theatre 

1. 

Frederick William Henry WALSHE. 

“Looking North from a point on Wellington Ridge 1 ¼ miles W. of Katib Gannit / 24/7/16” 

[adjoining:] “View from Wellington Ridge Looking S.W. (1 ¼ miles W. of Katib Gannit)”. 

Near Romani, Egypt, July 24, 1916. 

Manuscript panorama, in black ink on the versos of 8 joined sheets of ‘Messages and Signals’ 

forms, initialed ‘J.W.’ twice (Very Good, light creasing), 14.5 x 176.5 cm (5.5 x 69.5 inches).  

 

This is gargantuan and exactingly detailed 360° strip panorama of the Romani-Qatiya area, from 

the vantage point of Wellington Ridge, the area’s highest point.  It is an original manuscript work 

of Lt. Col. Walshe, composed in late July, shortly before Kressenstein’s Ottoman-German force 



attacked Romani on August 4, 1916.  The panorama (along with the one to follow) is likely one of 

the first, and certainly the most detailed topographical rendering of this key battle site and is 

drafted with exceptional professional skill.  All key points of land, villages, oases, trails, watering 

holes, as well as the location of the British camp and the Qaitiya Oasis are carefully labelled.  All 

these places would soon feature prominently during the showdown that was about to unfold.  

 

Interestingly the panorama is drawn on the versos of joined telegraph message forms; paper was 

in short supply at the Romani Camp. 

 

2. 

Frederick William Henry WALSHE. 

“View from Wellington Ridge 2/8/16”. 

Near Romani, Egypt, August 2, 1916. 

Manuscript panorama, in black ink on 6 joined sheets initialed ‘J.W.’ (Very Good, light creasing), 

20 x 180 cm (7.8 x 70.8 inches). 

 

This is another gargantuan 360° panorama of the Romani-Qatiya area taken from the heights of 

Wellington Ridge, but from a slightly different vantage point.  Likewise, an original composition 

by Walshe, it was drafted on August 2, 1916, less than 48 hours before the Ottoman-German 

forces attacked.  The present work features much of the same information as the other great 

panorama, but is executed on higher quality paper, lending it a more refined form.  

 

3. 

Walshe’s Manuscript Sketches of Scenes in the Romani-Qatiya Area  

 

Present here is a collection of eight manuscript sketches by Walshe of scenes in the Romani-

Qatiya area.  These sketches seem to have been done both before and after the Battle of Romani, 

as some feature references to specific Ottoman military actions in the area.  All the views are 

drafted in black pen on the versos of printed message forms and measure 14.5 x 21 cm, unless 

otherwise noted.  They are as follows: 

 

A) “View of a point on sand ridge half-way between Katib Gannit & Mount Meredith above new 

wells” (on 2 joined sheets of versos of message paper, initialled “F.W.”, 14.5 x 38 cm). 

 

B) “Katib Gannit and camp of 1st L. H. Bde.” 

 

C) “Looking N.W.” [Towards Katib Gannit and Hill before Romani Camp]. 

 

D) “Looking S.E.” [Towards “silenced” Turkish Mountain Battery]. 

 

E) “Wellington Ridge Looking S. by S.W.” 



F) “Looking W. from NORA” (drafted in pencil) 

G) “Qatia – View from a point about 1 mile N.E. of Qataia looking N.W.” 

 

H) “View showing Eastern Edge of Sandhills, through which the Turkish left wing advanced on 

the morning of 4th August 1916 to make their enveloping attack on Romani Camp…”  

 

4. 

Walshe’s Printed Sketches of Scenes in the Romani-Bir el Abd Corridor  

 

This is a collection of five views of scenes in the Romani-Bir el Abd corridor, after original 

sketches taken by Walshe on scene.  Importantly, some of the sketches feature battle information.   

 

 

All are printed through an improvised technique (perhaps a portable hectographic press) in blue 

ink and were almost certainly made at the Romani Camp in the wake of the Battle and Romani 

and the pursuit of Kressenstien’s force.  All the views are initialled “F.W.”, and measure 20 x 25.5 

cm.  They are as follows: 

 

A) Mt. Meredith at 4.30 A.m. on the 4th. Aug, 1916 with Turks firing on the East End of wellington 

Ridge… (With additional title in manuscript, “Battle of Romani”).  

B) Looking N.W. from appoint near Et Maler Camp 4th. Aug. 16 / Front Line of the ANZAC Mtd. 

Div. 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. (With additional title in manuscript, “Romani Battlefield”).  

C) Turkish Rearguard at Qatia from position of Ayrshire battery 9.30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 5/8/26 

Looking East. 



D) Bir el Abd – View from point on track 2 miles W. of Hod looking due East (With additional title 

in manuscript, “Battle of Bir el Adb – 9th Aug. 1916”).  

E) View from a point 300 yrds E. of Palm Grove at Bir el Abd, looking due W….18/8/16.  

 

B. Walshe’s Romani-Sinai Diary 

Frederick William Henry WALSHE. 

[Lt. Col. Walshe’s Original Manuscript Diary of the Battle of Romani and its Aftermath]. 

Sinai Peninsula and Suez Canal Zone, Egypt, August 4 to October 6, 1916. 

Manuscript, 34 pp., pen of various dark inks on loose unnumbered sheets of octavo graph paper, 

in two parts each joined by original pins in upper-left corners (Very Good, light toning, old light 

vertical fold). 

 

This is an extremely valuable primary source relating to the Battle of Romani and its aftermath, 

being the highly detailed ‘battle diary’ of Walshe, who was a senior commander directing 

hundreds of troops during the thick of the events described.  Importantly, has remained 

undiscovered until now, and has certainly never been studied by scholars.  It is especially 

interesting to read the diary in relation to Walshe’s above panoramas and views of the battle sites.  

The diary covers the period from the beginning of Walshe’s involvement in the Battle of Romani, 

in the early morning hours of August 4, 1916, and continues until his arrival in London, on home 

leave, on October 14, 1916.  Naturally, the sections detailing the battle and the subsequent pursuit 

of Kressenstein’s army are lengthy and detailed, whereas the ‘peaceful’ days following feature 

short, relatively mundane entries.  

 

The diary commences with the “Battle of Romani / 4th August 1916” (first 7 pages), starting with 

the moment that Walshe was woken from bed at 12:30 AM to be told that the “Turks were 

attacking”.  This section goes on to give an exceedingly precise record of the day’s events, 

involving the actions of the Ottoman-German forces, as well as the movements with exact times, 

of named British-ANZAC brigades, as well the locations of key altercations, mentioning named 

sites and headlands (which are depicted on the Walshe’s present panoramas).  

 

The next section, “The Pursuit / 5th August 1916” (4.5 pages) covers the disintegration of the 

Ottoman-German attack on Romani, and the beginnings of their retreat. 

 

The following section, covering the dates from August 6 to 13 (9 pages), record the experiences of 

the British Imperial detachments that pursued Kressenstien’s force eastwards to Bir el Abd.  It 

includes exciting details of the chase, such as of the enemy’s sharp rear-guard actions, executed to 

ward off the pursuit.  

 

The remainder of the diary covers Walshe’s return to camp and the exercise of his regular duties; 

his departure from Egypt, at Port Said on October 6, 1916; and, finally, his return to London on 

October 14, commencing a well-deserved period of home leave.  

 

 

PART II – Walshe’s ‘War Games’ or Night-time Military Exercises in India, 1907. 



Frederick William Henry WALSHE. et al. 

Junior Division 1906 – 1907 / Tactics Night Operations… 

In or near Nasik, Bombay Presidency [today Nashik, Maharashtra], India, 1907.  

Related series of typescript (quarto size), indigo copy and manuscript documents: 2 pp. 

(typescript); 1 p. (indigo copy); 4 pp. (manuscript with mss. diagram in text, signed by Walshe); 2 

pp. (indigo copy, fist page upper-left corner missing with loss to text); 3 pp. (manuscript) 

accompanied by a manuscript graphic plan (25 x 18.5 cm). 

 

This is a fascinating collection of related documents, variously in typescript, indigo copy and 

manuscript, regarding ‘war games’, or night-time military exercises, organized by then Captain 

Walshe in the vicinity of Nashik, India, in 1907.  The documents detail exacting plans for how the 

challenging exercises are to be undertaken.  

 

The highlight of the collection is a fascinating graphic of the exercise executed by Walshe’s 

colleagues, Captains Williams and Howell, accompanied by Walshe’s written text, “Points noted 

in Leading Night March”.  The plan was made in an innovative, stylized form making it easy to 

read at night.  The text notes that “The sketch…was done in black Crayon on ordinary white non-

luminous cardboard. All the figures & letter stood out most clearly & could be read with ease.” 

 

Part III - Walshe’s Manuscript Dairy of the Calendar Year 1914.  

Frederick William Henry WALSHE. 

[Walshe’s Dairy for the Calendar Year 1914]. 

[Principally Scotland, 1914]. 

Manuscript entries within printed quarto ‘Campbell’s Extended Scribbling Diary 1914’, in blue 

cloth with title blind-stamped in gilt. 

 

This is Walshe’s personal diary for the calendar year of 1914 - the year that the Great War 

commenced.  Walshe was generally stationed in Scotland during this period.  The early part of the 

diary concerns his daily peacetime duties, but also refers to rising tensions between Britain and 

Germany.  After several blank pages in June and July, the diary suddenly comes alive again, 

noting on July 28 that “War declared by Austria-Hungary on Serbia”.  This is followed on August 

4 with “War declared (11p.m) by Great Britain on Germany”, and then the first of many “days of 

mobilization” in which Walshe provides details on the major diplomatic and military events of the 

war, as well as the deployment of British forces (Walshe would soon be called to Egypt, in 

preparation for the dreadful Gallipoli Campaign).  

 

Part IV - Walshe’s Manuscript Sketches of the Gallipoli Campaign. 

Lieutenant Colonel Walshe led an ANZAC Mounted Brigade during the horrific Gallipoli 

Campaign (February 1915 – January 1916), the Entente Powers’ disastrous attempt to seize 

control of the Dardanelles, the gateway to Istanbul.  Present here are 4 manuscript views of scenes 

drafted by Walshe while on the campaign.  

The first view, “Entrance to Harbour of Mudros in Lemnos Island” (blue pen on 3 joined sheets of 

graph paper, 12 x 46 cm), depicts the entrance to the great base that the British had created at  

  



  



Moudros on the island of Lemnos, near the Gallipoli Peninsula.  The view labels “Mouth Athos” 

and the British destroyer “H.M.S. Swiftsure”. 

The second view, “Peak near Sarpi Camp - near Mudros – Looking W” (black pen on graph 

paper, 16.5 x 12 cm) showcases a British camp on Lemnos, the island where Entente troops staged 

the Gallipoli Campaign. 

The third and most important view “Everyday scene at Helles “Rest” trenches from 52nd Divn. 

H.Q. looking E…”  (blue pen on graph paper, 12 x 16.5 cm) is especially interesting, as it shows 

the British camp at their hard-won beachhead at Cape Hellas, at the tip of the Gallipoli Peninsula, 

labelling several key sites in the distance.  The reference to “Rest trenches” is an instance of dark 

humour, as the earthworks were disease infested hellholes constantly pounded by Ottoman 

artillery.   

The fourth view “Kastro from the East” (12.5 x 16.5 cm), shows the village of Kastro, on the 

island of Sifnos, in the Cyclades, viewed by Walshe as he travelled towards Lemnos by ship.   

 

Part V - Walshe’s Small Sketches of Scenes in Egypt.  

Away from the battlefront protect the Suez Canal from Ottoman-German attack, Walshe spent 

some time on leave in Cairo and along the Nile, where he made several manuscript sketches of 

street scenes and archaeological sites; such as “Cairo Citadel from across the Nile” and “Ballah 

Stn. and camp from the West”, which are preserved here. 

Also included, but directly relating to the Suez Campaign and the Battle of Romani, Walshe’s 

supposedly humorous sketch “Said to have actually occurred at Qatia 5/8/16” (pencil on graph 

paper, 14.5 x 19.5 cm),  in which a British solders is seen chasing an Arab Ottoman fighter while 

exclaiming to his colleagues “Don’t Shoot” Don’t Shoot! Can’t you seen I’m trying to harpoon 

the flighter”.  This scene allegedly occurred when Kressenstein’s Ottoman-German force 

commenced their retreat from Romani eastwards, all the while persued by British Imperial 

cavalry. 

 

Part VI - Walshe’s Western Front Battle Diary. 

Frederick William Henry WALSHE. 

“France 1917…”.  

Northern France and Flanders, Belgium, 1917 – 1918. 

Manuscript, 44 pp. various inks and pencil on octavo graph paper, affixed with original pin in 

upper-left corner. 

 

This is Walshe’s personal battle diary encompassing his service on the Western Front in World 

War I from June 12, 1917 to March 18, 1918.  It is an extremely detailed and, at times disturbing, 

first-hand account of life in the trenches in Northern France and Belgium.  It includes details of 

Germans attacks, Entente counterattacks and the horrific misfortunes suffered by the troops, as 

seen through the eyes of senior battle commander in charge of hundreds of men along the front 

lines.  It is a valuable primary source, worth of further study.  

  



Part VII - Walshe’s Sketches from the Russian Civil War, 1919 – 1920. 

Following Walshe’s service during World War I, he was promoted the rank of brigadier general 

and appointed senior advisor to the White Russian side during the Russian Civil War (1919-22).  

Britain and the United States wished to prevent Russia from being taken over by the Bolsheviks; 

however, exhausted by the Great War, they were only able to offer token assistance to the ill-fated 

Russian monarchist forces.  During 1919 and 1920, Walshe was variously posted to Archangel, in 

the far north of European Russia, and in Crimea, where he advised the top 

White Russian commanders, General Anton Deniken and General Pyotr 

Wrangel.  

Present here is a collection of Washe’s small-format sketches, of which the 

“Kuban Cossack Colonel, Kornikovski Regt.” (pencil on card, 17.5 x 12.5 

cm), is exquisitely rendered.  The other sketches are: a view of “Archangel / 

One of the Bigger Churches here / 8/V/10” (pen on blank paper, 20.5 x 12 

cm); a scene of “Peasant Refugees” (16.5 x 20 cm); plus, a series of 12 rough 

pencil sketches of scenes in Crimea (each 13 x 17.5 cm).   

Additionally, there is a pair of White Russian administrative documents in 

Russian Cyrillic mentioning Colonel Walshe. 

 

Part VIII – Diverse Other Items. 

The present archive includes a series of diverse other items, highlights of 

which include:  

* A War Office letter, addressed to Walshe, dated March 30, 1920, appointing 

Walshe to become the Aide-de-Camp to Kling George V, plus a War Office 

message, dated April 18, 1920, confirming that the commission will be entered 

into the GHQ List of Appointments.  

* Military Justice: A Series of 28 letters (most manuscript, some typed) dating 

from January and February 1915, concerning a dispute between a Lt. Colonel 

Lane and Lt. Col. T.H.B, Forester.  Lane accused Foster of spreading rumours 

about him being involved in a scandal in South Africa some years earlier.  

Lane denied his involvement in the affair and essentially accused Forester of 

libel.  The matter was adjudicated by Major General G. Edgerton, with 

Walshe’s involvement.  In the end, Edgerton decided that there was no 

evidence to bring the matter forward against Forester. 

*Series of 6 telegrams and letters concerning Walshe’s personal business. 

* 3 Envelopes addressed to Walshe. 

* Series of British Newspaper clippings concerning the Russian Civil War.  

* Several of Walshe’s drawings of animals and landscapes, etc.  

* A manuscript sketch of a mosque drafted upon on envelope from ‘Lahore’.  

References: N / A – Archive seemingly unrecorded. 

 

4.800 EUR  



2. OTTOMAN SCHOOL ATLAS OF AFRICA 

 آفريقا

[Arika / Africa] 

8°. 22-29 pp., facing pages marked with the same number, with colour lithographed plates, printed 

covers, stapled (small tears in margins, some sheets including the wrappers loose, staple rusty and 

broken, soft folds, slightly age-toned and stained, otherwise in a good used condition). 

[Istanbul: circa 1914 or before]. 

 

An unusual Ottoman geography exercise book, focusing on Africa, was published for students. 

Each map, showcasing different parts of the continent, is not marked with any names and has a 

juxtaposed chart with pale outlines of the coasts. The maps and charts were supposed to be filled 

with information, gained from the lectures and literature.  

The atlas was, according to the back cover, published separately, as a part of a series of 6 

pamphlets with maps of Europe (2 pamphlets), Asia (1 pamphlet), Africa (2 pamphlets) and 

Oceania (1 pamphlet). The publications had altogether 42 maps and had a sequel pagination. 

The pamphlets from the series are very rare and we could not find any other examples.  

 

320 EUR 

 

  



  



3. OTTOMAN SCHOOL ATLAS OF ASIA 

  اسيا

[Asia] 

8°. 15-21 pp., facing pages marked with the same number, with colour lithographed plates, printed 

covers, stapled (small tears in margins, some sheets loose, staple rusty and broken, soft folds, 

slightly age-toned and stained, otherwise in a good used condition). 

[Istanbul], 1330 [1914]. 

 

An unusual Ottoman geography exercise book, focusing on Asia, was published for students. Each 

map, showcasing different parts of the continent, is not marked with any names and has a 

juxtaposed chart with pale outlines of the coasts. The maps and charts were supposed to be filled 

with information, gained from the lectures and literature.  

The atlas was, according to the back cover, published separately, as a part of a series of 6 

pamphlets with maps of Europe (2 pamphlets), Asia (1 pamphlet), Africa (2 pamphlets) and 

Oceania (1 pamphlet). The publications had altogether 42 maps and had a sequel pagination. 

The pamphlets from the series are very rare and we could not find any other examples.  

 

320 EUR 

  



  



4. LIBYA / ITALO-TURKISH WAR: 

 

Istanbul [1911]. 

 

Lithograph in colours (Very Good, clean and crisp with original folds), 46.5 x 60 cm (18.5 x 23.5 

inches) 

 

A rare and highly attractive Ottoman map of the theatre of the Italo-Turkish War (1911-2), 

during which Italy conquered Libya from the Ottomans. 

 

This attractive Ottoman map depicts the theatre of the Italo-Turkish War (1911-2), whereby Italy 

conquered Libya, the Sublime Porte’s 

final remaining possession in Africa.  

The main map, taking up the left-hand 

two-thirds of the composition, depicts 

almost all of Libya, with all major 

cities and towns shown connected by 

roads and caravan routes.  

Additionally, the map is coloured with 

various bright hues indicating the 

country’s various climatic-

topographical zones, while lines 

traverse the Mediterranean delineating 

the major shipping routes between 

Italy and the Libya’s principal centres, 

such as Tripoli, Misrata and Benghazi.  

The trio of inset maps on the right-

hand side detail the area immediately 

around Tripoli; the greater Tripoli-

Misrata region and the Cyrenaica 

region.  This is indeed one of the most 

detailed and attractive Ottoman maps 

of Libya we have ever encountered.  

The Ottomans first conquered Libya in 

1551, although during the 16th Century 

the region became largely autonomous.  

Direct Turkish rule was not re-

established until 1835.  The Sublime 

Porte subsequently reorganized the 

country into the Vilayet of Tripolitania 

(the Tripoli region), which was further 

divided into the sanjaks of Tripoli, 

Cyrenaica (the Benghazi / Green 

Mountain region) and the Fezzan (the 

interior southwest).   

 

In 1908-9 the ‘Young Turks’ 

overthrew Sultan Abdul Hamid II, 

plunging the Ottoman Empire, long 

known as the ‘Sick Man of Europe’ into a period of political instability that distracted it from 

effectively dealing with its military affairs.  Italy, then a rising Western power, sought to take 

advantage of this weakness, having long coveted a pan-Mediterranean empire, rather pompously 

claiming that it was the inheritor of the Ancient Romans.  Certainly, the Ottoman grip on Libya 

was weak. 

  

During what became known as the Italo-Turkish War (September 29, 1911 – October 18, 1912), 

Italy invaded Ottoman Libya.  The Turkish response was mediocre, and very few professional 

troops could be spared to defend the vilayet, while the local populations were largely disaffected 

by Ottoman rule.  While the Italians landed in superior numbers and firepower, they soon became 

bogged down in their coastal enclaves in and around Tripoli and Benghazi, while their attempts to 

penetrate the interior were frustrated 

by surprisingly spirited resistance.   

 

Much to the Italians’ surprise, an 

Ottoman force under Captain Mustafa 

Kemal (later the hero of Gallipoli and 

the founding president of the 

Republic of Turkey, known as 

‘Atatürk’) defeated the Italians at the 

Battle of Tobruk (December 22, 

1911).  From that point onwards the 

war became a stalemate, with the 

Italians holding their bases, yet unable 

to take the countryside.  Finally, after 

a year of warfare, the Ottomans 

agreed to surrender; they could no 

longer bear the burden of the conflict 

given the crises they were enduring 

elsewhere (Greece and the various 

South Slavic powers successfully 

attacked the Ottomans in what 

became known as the First Balkan 

War).  At the First Treaty of Lausanne 

(October 18, 1912), the Ottomans 

gave Italy control over Libya 

(although they did not surrender their 

de jure claim to the country).  In this 

sense, Italy stumbled into gaining an 

‘overseas empire’, as it proved to be 

the less feeble of two weak players.  

Italy would rule Libya until being 

driven out by the Allies during World 

War II. 

 

380 EUR 

 

  



5. Mehmet ARDOS (1939 - 2007). 

 

AFRICA (PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY): 

 

Afrika Doğal Haritası (Fiziki). 

 

Istanbul, [Early 1970s]. 

 

Colour-printed map mounted upon original cloth (Very Good, some staining to upper area and 

few minor abrasions and short tears along edges), 109 x 79.5 cm (43 x 31 inches).  

 

A scarce Turkish wall map of Africa showcasing the physical geography of the continent, by the 

esteemed academic geographer, Professor Mehmet Ardos, published in Istanbul in the early 

1970s. 

 

This is a scarce, large format map of the Africa, printed entirely in the Turkish language, that 

showcases the continent’s incredibly diverse physical geography.  Heights of elevation are shown 

through varied shading, as are the depths of the oceans; numerous symbols denote topographical 

features.  Zimbabwe is named Rhodesia; Benin is still called Dahomey; and Ethiopia controls 

Eritrea.  The map is imbued with an excellent clarity of design. 

 

The map was created by Mehmet Ardos (1939 - 2007), one of the leading Turkish physical 

geographers of the second half of the 20th Century.  He authored many books and served for some 

years as a professor at the Geographical Institute of the University of Istanbul.  He designed the 

present map as an educational tool for classroom use in high schools and universities.  

References: Ali Yiğit and Harun Tunçel, 100. Yılında Türkiye'de Coğrafyacılar - Türkiye 

Coğrafya Biyografileri (1915 - 2015) (Bilecik, 2017), p. 209. 

 

150 EUR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  



6. NIGERIA / BENIN: 

 

Anon.  

 

[PROBABLY LAGOS, CIRCA 1920S-30S]. 

 

[Untitled Colossal Map of the Coast of West Africa from Cotonou, Benin to Lagos, Nigeria]. 

 

A Colossal, mysterious ‘whiteprint’ map of the West African Coast from Cotonou, Benin to 

Lagos, Nigeria, seemingly made by an anonymous British cartographer, perhaps in Lagos 

during the 1920s-30s, but after an 1880s antecedent, full of historically valuable demographic 

and geographic information. 

 

 

Photoprint (whiteprint, i.e., opposite of blueprint), rolled (Very Good, some light toning, a few 

marginal tears and a tiny point of loss to neatline near upper-left corner), 75 x 243 cm (30 x 96 

inches). 

 

 

This colossal, mysterious map showcases the critical stretch of the West African Coastline that 

runs from Cotonou, Benin to Lagos, Nigeria, as it appeared during the 1880s, before the region 

was formally divided into French and British colonial zones.  However, the map appears by its 

style and the technique of its printing to have been made perhaps in the 1920s or 1930s, likely by 

a British government cartographer working in Lagos, who was reviving an 1880s manuscript.  The 

map is made in the photoprint, or whiteprint, technique, which is the reverse of the better-known 

blueprint method.  Cheap, but effective, the technique was commonly used in colonial settings 

from the end of the 19th Century right up until the 1950s (and in some places, beyond).  The 

motive for creating such a gargantuan map showing the scene in the 1880s about two generations 

later remains enigmatic.  We have not been able to trace the existence of another example, let 

alone any background information on the map. 

The map showcases the Cotonou-Port Novo-Lagos corridor to the super-large scale of 1 Mile to 1 

Inch, noting every coastal waterway, river and lagoon (with depth soundings); while all villages 

are depicted pictorially and named, along with connecting roads and paths.  Notes throughout 

describe the nature of the land and transportation routes.  Captions describe the nature of the 

terrain, such as ‘Dense Forests’, ‘Cultivated Lands’, and ‘Swampy Lands’, while other describe 

historical events such as exploring expeditions or military campaigns; for instance, the village of 

Yokah is noted as having been recently burned by the ‘Dahomians’.  The various territories are 

labelled by their traditional names, including the Whemi, Porto Novo, Pocrah kingdoms, as well 

as the Egba Territory.  

Key locations include the ‘Town of Lagos’, which had been a British protectorate since 1851.  Far 

to the west, ‘Kotonu’ (Cotonou), is shown to be under French control, a status that had 

commenced in 1868.  The major trading centre of Porto Novo is shown to be full of ‘European 

Factories’, but is not under the control any single Western power, while the area between Porto 

Nova and Cotonou is shown to be disputed between Britain and France. 

The map gives its main source as being surveying expeditions conducted in 1877 associated with 

T.R. Tickel, the British Commissioner in Badagry; also noted is an 1863 expedition into the 

interior, westward of the River Addo.  In all, the map provides an historically valuable overview 

of the region, being rich with demographic and geographic knowledge based upon first-hand 

reconnaissance.  The latest date referenced on the map is a note about a Chief’s travels in 1885. 

The scene presented upon the map depicts the region as it was just around the time of the Berlin 

Conference of 1884-5 when much of Africa was divided between the major European powers 

(with little regard to the claims and priorities of the indigenous peoples).  Britain was awarded 

what is today Nigeria, while France was accorded what is now Benin (although neither power yet 

had effective general control over these territories).  The boundary between the British and French 

domains fell almost exactly along the boundary marked on the present map between then ‘Ratenu’ 

and ‘Appa’ territories.  By 1887, Britain consolidated its control over all of Nigeria; however, 

these lands would not be united into the Colony and Protectorate of Nigeria until 1914.  After a 

period of warfare against the indigenous kingdoms, France gained control over all of ‘Dahomey’ 

(modern Benin) by 1894, although these territories were not officially made a French colony until 

1904.  

450 EUR 

  



  



7. GHANA – ACCRA 

 

J.T. JOHNSON / GOLD COAST SURVEYOR GENERAL’S OFFICE. 

 

ACCRA: SURVEYOR GENERAL’S OFFICE OF THE GOLD COAST, 

NOVEMBER 17, 1920. 

 

Gold Coast Survey – General Plan of Accra (Provisional). 

 

An excellent map of Accra, the capital of the Gold Coast (today Ghana), based 

on a provisional official survey, lithographed on cloth, in Accra, in 1920, at 

the beginning of Governor Sir Frederick Gordon Guggisberg’s programme to 

modernize the city. 

 

 

 

Photographic print on cotton cloth, with original hand colour (Good, lovely 

original colours, overall bright and clean, some very light staining and points of 

discolouration, small hole in lower right with minor loss to blank space, small 

loss to border lower-right), 70 x 67.5 cm (27.5 x 26.5 inches). 

  

This excellent map is an official ‘provisional’ survey of Accra, the capital of the 

Gold Coast (today Ghana), printed in 1920, at the beginning of a great boom 

period that the city enjoyed under the leadership of the colony’s governor, Sir 

Frederick Gordon Guggisberg (in office, 1919 to 1927).  Interestingly, the map 

was published by the colony’s Surveyor General’s Office, on cloth through a 

photographic technique, and then carefully hand coloured.  Such a cloth map 

would have been practical for busy map- readers working in an equatorial 

climate.  The map is, not surprisingly, very rare; we have not been able to find 

even a reference to it, let alone the appearance of any other examples in 

catalogues or sales records. 

The present map is described as being a ‘provisional’ map, in lieu of the 

completion of the precise survey of the city that was then underway.  A note, in 

the lower right, reads: ‘An accurate survey of Accra on scales 1:1000 and 

1:5000 is now in progress, and pending its completion this plan compiled from 

existing information is issued for public use. This plan does not claim to be 

exact in every detail but is produced to meet urgent needs while the accurate 

survey is carried out.’ 

Also noted, was that the map was available for purchase from the ‘Sales Agents 

- Commonwealth Trust Ltd.’ for the price of 10 Shillings.  The map’s official 

nature is certified by the printed signatures of the colony’s Surveyor General, 

R.H. Rowe; the Superintended of Maps and Plans, E.H. Allen; and the 

draftsman of the map, J.T. Johnson; along with the date 17.11.20. 

In spite of the cautionary note, the map is one of the most detailed and accurate 

records of Accra during this critical historical period.  The city’s commercial 

centre, clustered upon the end of the peninsula where the Korli Lagoon meets 

the Atlantic, features innumerable named businesses, from warehouses to 



shipping firms to cacao traders.  This district grew up behind the 17th Century ‘James Fort’ and 

‘Ussher Fort’, and was recently buttressed by the completion of rail routes, such as the Accra-

Akwapim and Harbour Works railways.  To the northeast, is the fast-growing government district, 

featuring official buildings, such as the High Court, Police Barracks, the Secretariat, the Club 

House, hospitals, and the ‘printing office’ (likely being where the present map was 

made).  Further on, are new subdivisions, containing bungalows for colonial civil servants.  Up 

the road into the interior is the ‘New Site of the New Government House’ and the beyond is a new 

subdivision containing the governor’s lodge and barracks.  In the lower right, is the former Danish 

settlement of Christiansborg, with its old ‘Castle’.  

 

  

Historical Context: The Rise of Accra 

  

The present map depicts Accra at it historical apogee, at the beginning of a period of explosive 

economic and infrastructure growth, during the 1920s.  Accra was traditionally an important 

centre in the Gold Coast, but was overshadowed by Kumasi (the traditional Ashanti capital) and 

the notorious slave trading posts of Elmina Castle (to the east) and Cape Coast Castle (to the 

west).  That being said, as of the 17th Century, a number of European powers built permanent 

fortifications in the Accra area for the purposes of slave trading, as well as to serve as entrepôts 

for commodities.  These forts included Fort Crèvecoeur (Dutch, 1649), Osu Castle / 

Christiansborg (Danish, 1660s), Fort James (English, 1673), amongst other less enduring 

establishments.  

During most of the 19th Century, Britain sought to dominate the Gold Coast, fighting a series of 

five wars agianst the indigenous Ashanti Kingdom, between 1823 and 1902.  In 1867, Britain, 

through treaties, managed to remove all of the other European powers from the region, and 

officially declared the Gold Coast a British colony. 

Accra rose in important when, in 1877, the British moved the capital of the Gold Coast to that 

city, from its previous base in Cape Coast.  Accra was considered more easily defensible that than 

the other options, and became a vibrant mart for commodities, notably cocoa.  However, its 

development was initially limited, as the ongoing unrest between the British and the Ashanti 

restricted the city’s interface with the interior, along with its own physical growth into the 

surrounding countryside.  

The end of the Ashanti wars, in 1902, upon which Britain gained complete mastery of the Gold 

Coast, brought about a period of stability for Accra.  The construction of major infrastructure, 

such as the Accra-Kumasi Railway (1908), was a great boon.  However, fears over renewed 

domestic unrest and World War I put a damper on major British investment in the city, and the 

Gold Coast, in general. 

This all changed, in 1919, when Sir Frederick Gordon Guggisberg (1869 -1930), the Canadian-

born star administrator was appointed Governor of the Gold Coast.  Energetic and highly 

respected, he initiated a series of major improvements to the city, and his great personal credibility 

attracted mass investment from both the Crown and private sources.  He was literally the father of 

modern Accra, as he joined the previously distinct settlements of Jamestown, La, and Osu into one 

coherent city, joined by roads and infrastructure, and eventually settlement (the beginnings of 

which are apparent on the present map).  He also created the Accra’s first planned suburbs, being 

the neat grid-shaped sub-divisions depicted on the map.  In Accra, Guggisberg built schools, one 

of the best hospitals in Africa, port facilities, and roads, notably the first bridge across the Korli 

Lagoon. 

Guggisberg oversaw an era of stability and economic growth.  The numerous businesses labeled 

on the present map thrived in a stable climate.  The cocoa industry boomed, making Accra the 

cocoa capital of the world by 1924.  Thousands of Ashanti rural dwellers moved to the city in 

search of jobs and brighter features, leading to a dramatic growth in the city’s population.  By the 

time Guggisberg departed the Gold Coast, in 1927, to assume his new role as Governor of 

Guyana, Accra was utterly transformed in its appearance from only eight years before. 

  

References: N / A – Seemingly Unrecorded. 

 

450 EUR 

 

   



8. WW2 AIR WAR IN THE MEDITERRANEAN / INDIAN IMPRINT: 

 

BRITISH INDIA DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION. 

 

Southern Aircraft Carrier. 

 

[Shimla, India, Late May or June 1943]. 

 

A fascinating propaganda map touting the recently captured city of Tunis, Tunisia, as being an 

“unsinkable” Allied aircraft carrier primed to strike Axis-occupied Europe; with an amazing inset map 

juxtaposing Allied bombing targets in Southern Europe over targets in Northern Europe; published in 

Shimla, India by the British Raj’s information department. 

 

Lithograph (Very Good, very small hole in left margin), 68 x 43 cm (27 x 17 inches). 

 

 

This fascinating Allied propaganda map was printed in Shimla, India, as a loose-leaf accompaniment to the 

Weekly News Report, a newspaper issued by the British Raj’s Department of Information.  The periodical 

and the associated map series aimed to raise morale and boost support for the imperial involvement in 

World War II.  Indeed, not only was India a crucial source of troops and materials for the Allied war effort, 

but it was also on the periphery of the conflict theatre with Japan.  Maintaining Indian support, or at the 

very least tolerance, for the war effort was vital.   

The present map was issued in the immediate wake of the Allies’ conquest of Tunis, Tunisia following 

Operation Strike (5-13 May 1943).  Not only did the seizure of Tunis signal the Allies’ complete victory in 

the North African theatre, after a brutal struggle against the German Afrikakorps, but it placed the southern 

underbelly of Axis-ruled Europe in grave danger from Allied attack. 

Specifically, the present map proclaims Tunis as the Allies’ ‘Southern Aircraft Carrier’ and an 

“unsinkable” one at that.  Indeed, until taking Tunis, it was extremely difficult for Allied bomber planes to 

hit targets in Fascist Italy. 

The map uses the words of Joachim von Ribbentrop, the Nazi Foegn Minister, against him; he referred to 

the first allied aircraft carrier striking Germany, promising that “There will come a time when we will 

finally deal with that aircraft carrier in front of Europe – BRITAIN” 

However, the narrative of the present map replies, “That time has not yet come, we think it never will. 

BRITAIN is still an aircraft carrier. Every German knows it. And now there is a second aircraft carrier in 

front of Europe – TUNISIA. Every Italian knows it.”  It then goes on to quote Winston Churchill. 

Indeed, even before the Allies had marched into downtown Tunis, they started mounting air raids on Italian 

cities from Tunisian bases.  Places such as Palermo and Foggia were devastated, while even Rome was 

eventually targeted.  These raids not only dampened Italian public support for Mussolini’s regime, but also 

softened the military resistance to the Allied land invasion of Italy which commenced with their landing on 

Sicily on July 9, 1943. 

Perhaps the most interesting aspect of the composition is the inset map, in the lower-right corner, that 

juxtaposes a map of the Mediterranean and Southern Europe (centred on Tunis) over a map of Northern 

Europe (centred on London), cleverly overlaying the main Allied bomber targets in each; comparing the 

distances between both “unsinkable” aircraft carriers and the various targets. 

The map tells people in India to redouble their efforts in support of the Allied cause, as a new breakthrough 

had been accomplished! 

The Amazing Weekly News Report Map Series printed in Shimla 

The Weekly News Report was a propaganda paper issued by the British Indian government's Department of 

Information.  The paper was founded in New Delhi at the beginning of World War II and was intended to 

inform the British official class and segments of the Indian public specifically about ongoing global events 

of the conflict.  While naturally partisan in nature, the paper generally presented accurate information, but 

for rhetorical effect it portrayed all Axis advances as clear and present dangers (that supposedly the paper’s 

readers had to energetically combat!) and Allied victories as great triumphs, lending succour and 

encouragement.   

In 1941, the printing of the Weekly New Report was moved to Shimla (the de facto summer capital of 

India), in the foothills of the Himalayas (in today’s Himachal Pradesh).  This move was part of a broader 

programme to relocate some non-essential government services to Shimla, which, unlike New Delhi, was 

safe from the threat of Japanese bombing raids and German spies.   

Once produced in Shimla, a key accompaniment of the newspaper was an intriguing custom-designed 

loose-leaf map that illustrated a timely aspect of the war.  The present map is marked in the lower right 

corner as “W.N.R. No. 167”, meaning that it was the 167th issue of this map series.  One will notice that the 

maps are issued on thin, cheap ‘wartime’ paper.  Indeed, paper for non-essential purposes was in short 

supply, and so much so that in 1941 there even some talk of discontinuing the newspaper (an idea rejected 

due to the high opinion in which it was held by senior officials). 

While not at the centre of the conflict, WWII greatly affected India.  Thousands of Indians fought bravely 

on the British side on four continents, with India being a staging point for British forces in the Southeast 

Asian and Pacific theatres.  Meanwhile, in 1942 Japan invaded and brutally occupied neighbouring Burma 

and India’s Andaman Islands.  This led to the real possibility that Japan would bomb Calcutta, and maybe 

even targets much deeper inside India.  Indeed, so concerned were the Raj’s officials that they placed 

camouflage scaffolding over the Taj Mahal in Agra!  While the bombing raids did not transpire, in 1944, 

Japan invaded the north-easternmost reaches of India, before being pushed back, on the road to Japan’s 

complete defeat in August 1945. 

In an era before television, the Weekly News Report played a vital role in informing key segments of Indian 

society as to the global course of the war, with the maps being amongst the most intriguing official 

propaganda pieces of the period.    

The survival rate of all issues of the Weekly News Report and any of its accompaniments is extremely low; 

today all issues of the map series are great rarities.  We have not been able to trace any other examples of 

the present map. 

References: N / A – No other examples traced. 

280 EUR 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  



9. WW2 MEDITERRANEAN THEATRE / INDIAN IMPRINT: 

 

BRITISH INDIA DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION. 

 

Mediterranean – Four Phases of War. 

 

[Shimla, India, End of 1942]. 

 

A WW2 Allied propaganda map depicted the 4 general phases of the conflict in the 

Mediterranean theatre up to the turning of the conflict at the end of 1942, published in Shimla, 

India, as part of the British Raj’s efforts to boost morale and support for the war effort on the 

Subcontinent. 

 

Lithograph (Very Good, some areas of light discolouration and few tiny holes), 42.5 x 68.5 cm 

(16.5 x 27 inches). 

 

 

This propaganda map was part of series of loose-leaf maps that accompanied issues of the Weekly 

News Report, a special newspaper published in Shimla, India to raise morale and boost support for 

the imperial involvement in World War II.  Indeed, not only was India a crucial source of troops 

and materials for the Allied war effort, but it was also on the periphery of the conflict theatre with 

Japan.  Maintaining Indian support, or at the very least tolerance, for the war effort was vital.  The 

present map is intended to show that while the conflict in Europe-North Africa is difficult and is 

far from over, that the Allies are now turning the corner towards realizing ultimate victory. 

The composition is divided into quarter-sections featuring four chronological maps of Europe and 

North Africa, running clockwise for the upper-left corner.  The maps are coded with different 

shading to identify lands held by the Axis (shaded black); the Allies (horizonal lines); supposedly 

Neutral, but functionally pro-Axis territories (dotted) and genuinely Neutral (left blank).  

The first map, labelled, ‘No 1: April 1940’, shows the situation near the beginning of the war 

before major hostilities had commenced.  France and her colonies are still free, as it has not yet 

been attacked by Germany.  Fascist Italy has not yet joined the Axis side and is show to control 

Albania and Libya. 

The second map labelled ‘No. 2: March 1941’, shows the situation well after Germany had 

invaded France through its ‘Blitzkrieg’ operations.  France is divided into Occupied and Vichy 

(pro-Nazi) zones.  Italy has joined the Axis side, while the British have taken some Italian 

territory in far eastern Libya.  Importantly, Germany had not yet invaded the USSR. 

The third map labelled ‘No. 3: July 1942’, shows a dire situation for the Allies.  Germany has 

invaded the USSR, making stellar headway into Russia and the Ukraine.  Germany has also 

successfully invaded Yugoslavia.  While Free French forces (loyal to the Allies) have taken over 

Syria and Lebanon, in North Africa, General Rommel’s German Afrikakorps is dominating the 

British forces, moving into western Egypt. 

The final map labelled ‘No. 4: Nov. 1942’, shows a much brighter situation for the Allies; late 

1942-early 1943 marked the turning point of the entire war in Europe and North Africa.  The 

Allied victory against the Afrikakorps at the Second Battle of El Alamein (October 23 – 

November 11, 1942), in Egypt, prefigured the collapse of the Axis cause in North Africa (on the 

map the Allies are seen moving west from Egypt into Libya, before moving further to take 

Tunisia).  The former Vichy regimes in the French colonies, such as Algeria and Morocco, have 

been replaced by Free French administrations.  Perhaps most importantly, the German progress in 

the USSR was become bogged down at the Battle of Stalingrad (August 23, 1942 – February 2, 

1943), a showdown Germany would lose at horrendous costs.  The Axis side would never recover 

from Stalingrad and would remain on the defensive for the duration of the war. 

Thus, the map closes its argument with the implied message that: after much effort, the Allies are 

now turning the tables – it’s time for everyone in India to redouble their efforts! 

 

The Amazing Weekly News Report Map Series printed in Shimla 

The Weekly News Report was a propaganda paper issued by the British Indian government's 

Department of Information.  The paper was founded in New Delhi at the beginning of World War 

II and was intended to inform the British official class and segments of the Indian public 

specifically about ongoing global events of the conflict.  While naturally partisan in nature, the 

paper generally presented accurate information, but for rhetorical effect it portrayed all Axis 

advances as clear and present dangers (that supposedly the paper’s readers had to energetically 

combat!) and Allied victories as great triumphs, lending succour and encouragement.   

In 1941, the printing of the Weekly New Report was moved to Shimla (the de facto summer capital 

of India), in the foothills of the Himalayas (in today’s Himachal Pradesh).  This move was part of 

a broader programme to relocate some non-essential government services to Shimla, which, unlike 

New Delhi, was safe from the threat of Japanese bombing raids and German spies.   

Once produced in Shimla, a key accompaniment of the newspaper was an intriguing custom-

designed loose-leaf map that illustrated a timely aspect of the war.  The present map is marked in 

the lower right corner as “W.N.R. No. 141”, meaning that it was the 167th issue of this map series.  

One will notice that the maps are issued on thin, cheap ‘wartime’ paper.  Indeed, paper for non-

essential purposes was in short supply, and so much so that in 1941 there even some talk of 

discontinuing the newspaper (an idea rejected due to the high opinion in which it was held by 

senior officials). 

While not at the centre of the conflict, WWII greatly affected India.  Thousands of Indians fought 

bravely on the British side on four continents, with India being a staging point for British forces in 

the Southeast Asian and Pacific theatres.  Meanwhile, in 1942 Japan invaded and brutally 

occupied neighbouring Burma and India’s Andaman Islands.  This led to the real possibility that 

Japan would bomb Calcutta, and maybe even targets much deeper inside India.  Indeed, so 

concerned were the Raj’s officials that they placed camouflage scaffolding over the Taj Mahal in 

Agra!  While the bombing raids did not transpire, in 1944, Japan invaded the north-easternmost 

reaches of India, before being pushed back, on the road to Japan’s complete defeat in August 

1945. 

In an era before television, the Weekly News Report played a vital role in informing key segments 

of Indian society as to the global course of the war, with the maps being amongst the most 

intriguing official propaganda pieces of the period.    

The survival rate of all issues of the Weekly News Report and any of its accompaniments is 

extremely low; today all issues of the map series are great rarities.  We can trace only a single 

example of the present map, held by the Yale University Library. 

References: Beinecke Library (Yale University): 11hd 1942R-1 / OCLC: 911360122. 

280 EUR  



  



10. WW2 PACIFIC THEATRE / INDIAN IMPRINT: 

 

BRITISH INDIA DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION. 

 

Pacific War Map. 

 

[Shimla, India, Early 1943]. 

 

A WW2 Allied propaganda map depicting the Asia-Pacific Theatre, that while showing 

Imperial Japan at the height of its power and conquest, emphasizes the extreme logistical 

challenges that it will face in defending its zone of control from expected Allied attacks; 

published in Shimla, India, as part of the British Raj’s efforts to boost morale and support for 

the war effort on the Subcontinent. 

 

Lithograph (Very Good, small hole in negative space in lower left quadrant, some mild 

discolouration in lower right quadrant), 43 x 68.5 cm (17 x 27 inches). 

 

 

This propaganda map was part of series of loose-leaf maps that accompanied issues of the Weekly 

News Report, a special newspaper published in Shimla, India to raise morale and boost support for 

the imperial involvement in World War II.  Indeed, not only was India a crucial source of troops 

and materials for the Allied war effort, but it was also on the periphery of the conflict theatre with 

Japan.  Maintaining Indian support, or at the very least tolerance, for the war effort was vital.   

The present map embraces the entire Asia-Pacific theatre, extending from the West Coast of the 

North America, on the right, all the way thought the Far East and on to India, on the left.  The map 

records the distance from major Allied bases across the Pacific towards Japanese -held territories.  

The map notes that “Distance is a factor of great importance in Far Eastern strategy”, and as such 

the map is not done to Mercator’s Projection but rather a globular method whereupon there is “No 

distortion and ocean distances are shown in their true proportion”. 

The map shows that in early 1943, Japan was at the heights of it power, with its conquests to their 

maximum extent.  By this time Japan had conquered much of China, all French Indochina, British 

Hong Kong, the Philippines (from the US), British Malaya and Singapore, the Dutch East Indies 

(Indonesia) and British Burma.  Only in the Papua New Guinea were the Allies mounting an effort 

to regain territories lost to Japan. 

While this spectre, at first glance, seems uninspiring, if not derepressing, to pro-Allied readers, the 

map, on close examination, makes a point which should lend succour to those combatting the 

Japanese.  Japan did not succeed in taking out the Allied bases in Hawaii, Alaska and Australia, 

which can now be used to strike Japan.  In failing to neutralize these bases the Japanese have 

exposed themselves to the possibility of a strong Allied strike back, ruining their plan to convince 

the Allies to ‘throw in the towel’ and sue for a negotiated peace on Tokyo’s terms.   

The map’s narrative reads: 

 

“If the Japanese plan had succeeded the United States would have been completely cut off from 

Asia.  Japanese propaganda shows that in such circumstances Japan confidently expected that 

Australia, India and china would come to terms with here and that British naval power would be 

unable to alter the situation.” 

“Japan knows that the next step will be a great Allied counter-offensive. At the right moment and 

with power adequate to the task, that offensive will begin. The Japanese will resist with all their 

accumulated forces, but [Japanese military leader] Tojo has already thought it wise to warn his 

people of the ordeal which lies before them, after so much boasting.” 

Moreover, Japan is well aware that her biggest problem in the attempt to hold and loot her 

conquests is the maintenance of an adequate merchant fleet.” 

Thus, the message of the present map is: Japan, while powerful, is highly vulnerable; the people 

of India must redouble their war efforts to allow the Allied strike back to reach its potential. 

 

The Amazing Weekly News Report Map Series printed in Shimla 

The Weekly News Report was a propaganda paper issued by the British Indian government's 

Department of Information.  The paper was founded in New Delhi at the beginning of World War 

II and was intended to inform the British official class and segments of the Indian public 

specifically about ongoing global events of the conflict.  While naturally partisan in nature, the 

paper generally presented accurate information, but for rhetorical effect it portrayed all Axis 

advances as clear and present dangers (that supposedly the paper’s readers had to energetically 

combat!) and Allied victories as great triumphs, lending succour and encouragement.   

In 1941, the printing of the Weekly New Report was moved to Shimla (the de facto summer capital 

of India), in the foothills of the Himalayas (in today’s Himachal Pradesh).  This move was part of 

a broader programme to relocate some non-essential government services to Shimla, which, unlike 

New Delhi, was safe from the threat of Japanese bombing raids and German spies.   

Once produced in Shimla, a key accompaniment of the newspaper was an intriguing custom-

designed loose-leaf map that illustrated a timely aspect of the war.  The present map is marked in 

the lower right corner as “W.N.R. No. 148”, meaning that it was the 167th issue of this map series.  

One will notice that the maps are issued on thin, cheap ‘wartime’ paper.  Indeed, paper for non-

essential purposes was in short supply, and so much so that in 1941 there even some talk of 

discontinuing the newspaper (an idea rejected due to the high opinion in which it was held by 

senior officials). While not at the centre of the conflict, WWII greatly affected India.  Thousands 

of Indians fought bravely on the British side on four continents, with India being a staging point 

for British forces in the Southeast Asian and Pacific theatres.  Meanwhile, in 1942 Japan invaded 

and brutally occupied neighbouring Burma and India’s Andaman Islands.  This led to the real 

possibility that Japan would bomb Calcutta, and maybe even targets much deeper inside 

India.  Indeed, so concerned were the Raj’s officials that they placed camouflage scaffolding over 

the Taj Mahal in Agra!  While the bombing raids did not transpire, in 1944, Japan invaded the 

north-easternmost reaches of India, before being pushed back, on the road to Japan’s complete 

defeat in August 1945. 

In an era before television, the Weekly News Report played a vital role in informing key segments 

of Indian society as to the global course of the war, with the maps being amongst the most 

intriguing official propaganda pieces of the period.    

The survival rate of all issues of the Weekly News Report and any of its accompaniments is 

extremely low; today all issues of the map series are great rarities.  We have not been able to trace 

any other examples of the present map. 

References: N / A – No other examples traced. 

280 EUR 



 



11. ETHIOPIA / ERITREA: 

 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF ETHIOPIA / Ato BEKELE (Cartographer). 

 

Generalized Geological Map of Ethiopia 1975. 

 

Addis Ababa: Artistic Printers, 1975.  

 

Colour printed map (Very Good, stain in lower-left quadrant, original vertical centrefold), 22 x 23 

cm (8.5 x 8.5 inches), folding into period baby blue card folder with typescript label. 

 

An exceedingly rare, diminutive, yet detailed, 

geological map of Ethiopia (which then 

included Eritrea) published in Addis Ababa for 

the ‘Derg’, the Marxist-Leninist regime which 

had recently taken control of the country, as a 

scientific tool for the regime’s ill-fated design to 

create a Socialist Utopia on the Horn of Africa. 

 

This diminutive, but high-quality geological map 

of Ethiopia (which then included Eritrea) was 

issued in Addis Ababa by the Geological Survey 

of Ethiopia during the early period of ‘Derg’ 

regime which claimed to want to create a socialist 

utopia on the Horn of Africa. 

The map depicts Ethiopia’s highly complex 

geology, dividing the country into 6 geological 

zones, distinguished by their own colour, while 

the territory is shown to be riven by numerous 

fault lines.  A note on the map claims that it was 

derived from a 1973 antecedent. 

The Geological Survey of Ethiopia was founded 

in 1968, merging the geological reconnaissance 

capabilities of several different government and 

departments.  While a complete scientific and 

systematic geological survey of the entire country 

had not been realized by this time, the new 

organization sought to synthesize the mapping of 

various areas that had been accomplished by 

various mining companies; Ethiopian crown 

surveyors; operatives of the former Italian 

colonial regime; as well as British military 

surveyors in the wake of World War II.  By the 

early 1970s, an excellent overview of the 

Ethiopia’ s geology was coming into view.  

Emperor Haile Selassie I, who had ruled Ethiopia from 1930 to 1974, was internationally lionized 

as a hero of anti-colonialism and African self-determination.  However, toward the end of this 

reign, the economy faltered, and the military became discontented.  In 1974, the emperor was 

overthrown during a military coup and was replaced by the ‘Derg’, which technically called itself 

the ‘Provisional Military Government of Ethiopia’, a regime that pledged to turn Ethiopia towards 

Marxist-Leninist principles.  

The Derg started out with bold ambitions to reinvigorate the economy and share the proceeds 

Ethiopia’s’ impoverished masses.  Part of their agenda called for the expansion of the mining 

sector, and the present map was commissioned by the Derg to provide an overview of the 

country’s geological profile.    

The Derg proved to be hopelessly incompetent, 

brutal and corrupt and soon lost any commitment 

to its lofty, egalitarian mandate.  Its rule was soon 

violently opposed by rebel groups across the 

country, and this unrest, combined with the 

regime’s gross mismanagement, severely 

disordered the society and economy; the mining 

industry contracted during this time. When 

famine struck in 1984-5, Ethiopia was totally 

unable to cope, and over 1.2 million people died.  

The socialist regime limped on until 1991, when 

the loss of Soviet patronage spelled its demise at 

the hands of the rebels; Eritrea succeeded to form 

its own nation in 1993.  

The present map is exceedingly rare; we cannot 

trace the current location of another example, 

although it is referenced in various academic 

articles.  Generally speaking, maps and graphic 

documents from the Derg period are quite 

uncommon due to the chaotic nature of the 

regime.  We understand that the present example 

of the map comes from the former archives of a 

Swedish mining company.  

References: Getaneh Assefa, ‘The mineral 

industry of Ethiopia: present conditions and 

future prospects’, Journal of African Earth 

Sciences, vol. 3. no. 3 (1985), pp. 331-345, esp. 

fig. 1, pp. 331 and 345; A. E. Scheidegger, ‘Joint-

Operations in Ethiopia’, Archives for 

Meteorology, Geophysics, and Bioclimatology, 

Ser. A, no. 31, (1982), pp. 269-272.  

120 EUR 

  



12. YEMEN – SANA’A: 

 

NORTECH SURVEYS (YEMEN). 

 

Sana’a Scale: 1: 20,000. 

 

Sana’a: The Survey Authority, 1992. 

 

Colour printed map (Good, discreet closed tear in upper 

area, missing chip in blank upper-left corner), 82 x 58 cm 

(32 x 23 inches). 

 

An attractive, information-packed map of Sana’a, made 

during a period of political optimism and economic 

growth in the immediate wake of Yemeni Unification, 

printed in Sana’a in the English language for the use of 

foreign businesspeople and diplomats.  

 

This is a large, separately issued map of Sana’a, the 

capital of the newly reunited Republic of Yemen.  It was 

published in Sana’a by the private sector in the English 

language for the use of businesspeople and diplomats 

during a period of political stability and economic 

growth.  

The maps showcases the old walled city, the surrounding 

new districts, plus the fast-growing suburbs of what in 

1992 was a city of 1 million residents (today Sana’a has a 

population of over 4 million!).  The map labels all major 

historical sites and, as explained in the legend, on the left-

hand side, marks major roads, secondary roads, unpaved 

roads, tracks; the outlines of the old walls (both historical 

and still-standing); as well as denoting symbols for 

government buildings, communications facilities, banks, 

petrol stations, mosques, hotels, hospitals, police stations, 

fire stations, oil related companies (the lifeblood of the 

economy), embassies, schools, bus / taxi stations.  The 

tables below use numbers and grid references to identify 

specific entities within these classifications.  

The present map was sponsored by the global logistics 

company DHL and a travel agency, Universal Travel, to 

serve the many foreigners that visited and resided in 

Sana’a during the early ‘90s.  The map was designed by 

the Yemeni division of Nortech Surveys, a Canadian 

company that specializes in topographical mapping for 

the oil industry, which led to its strong presence in the 

Middle East.  It is predicated on authoritative surveys 

supplied by civic authorities and is billed as the second 

edition of the map, owing to the line ‘Revision No. 2, 

Nov. 1st 1992’, in the lower-right corner. 

Sana’a is one of the oldest cities in the world and has 

long been a place of phenomenal cultural splendour, 

home to spectacular architectural wonders.  Located 

deep in the Yemeni interior, at an elevation of 7,500 feet, 

it one of the world’s highest capital cities.  In more 

recent centuries it was the centre of the Zaydi Imams, a 

Shia power that long fought Ottoman encroachment into 

their domains.  After a period of transitional 

governments, in 1967, Sana’a became the capital of the 

Yemen Arab Republic (or North Yemen), an Arab 

nationalist state that occupied the north-western part of 

Yemen (while South Yemen, with its capital Aden, was 

a socialist state).  Sana’a saw it fortunes rise upon 

Yemeni Reunification in 1990, when the city became the 

capital of Republic of Yemen.  By 1992, when the 

present map was issued, Sana’a was enjoying a great era 

of prosperity and stability, buoyed by oil revenues and 

foreign investment.  This fortunate period lasted two 

decades before tragedy, once again, befell the country. 

In 2011, Yemen was caught up in the Arab Spring, 

ushering in a period instability that resulted in the 

Yemeni Civil War (2015 – Present).  In 2015, Houthi 

Shia rebels took over Sana’a and much of the territory of 

the former North Yemen.  Sadly, while not the worst 

effected part of the country, Sana’a is today suffering 

from frequent outbreaks of violence and terrorism, as 

well as economic depression.  Thus, this map is an 

artefact of bygone golden era that while only a 

generation distant seems like an eternity ago. 

We have not been able to trace another example of the 

map in any of its ediitons; this is perhaps not surprising 

as the survival rate of such large ephemeral maps is very 

low. 

250 EUR 

 

  



13. THEATER / ARAB NATIONALISM / ORIGINAL POETRY / LEBANON 

 

Chékri GANEM (1861-1929). 

 

Antar. Drame en cinq actes  

 

Paris: Libraire Thétrale 1910. 

 

The first edition of the play on an Arab knight Antar was written and signed by a Lebanese French poet 

and an Arab nationalist Chékri Ganem. 

The manuscript on the title page is a seemingly unrecorded, affectionate, possible an erotic poem, 

written by Chékri Ganem for a man called Henri (actor Henri Desfontaines?). 

 

8°. [10], 108 pp., [2] blank, contemporary marbled boards and blue calf spine with gilt lettering, 

contemporary marbled endpapers (first title page with soft folds and contemporary manuscript, binding and 

spine slightly rubbed, otherwise in a good condition). 

 

The first edition of a play by a Lebanese born poet Chékri Ganem, active in France, on the Arab hero Antar 

was published on the same year the piece was first performed on the stage. The hand-written, seemingly 

unrecorded poem and a signature of the author on the cover is dedicated to a young man called Henri.  

The author of the play, Chékri Ganem, born in Lebanon, was an opponent of the Ottoman empire and a 

huge supporter of the Arab nationalism. He started to write his most famous play in 1895 and finished it in 

1910. The heroic figure of Antar was for Ganem a personification of the Arabian rebel, fighting for 

freedom. 

Antar, with a real name Antarah ibn Shaddad (525–608), was a pre-Islamic Arab knight and poet, famous 

for his adventurous life. He was born in Nadj, to an Ethiopian slave woman Zabūba. His poetry and 

adventures are a mixture of a heroic life, chivalrous values, heroism, and unfulfilled love for his cousin 

Ablah’. 

The play was influenced by a highly popular first French translation by Louis Marcel Devic (1832 – 1888), 

published in 1898 in a large format book, richly illustrated by the French orientalist painter Nasreddine 

Dinet (1861 – 1929). 

In 1912 a short silent movie was recorded  

The manuscript on the front cover is an affectionate, possibly love poem, written by Chékri Ganem for a 

man called Henri. Ganem praises his big eyes, eyelashes, his observing him sleeping, his admirations for 

him since he was young and the way he can change the mood.  

It is possible the poem was dedicated to a French actor Henri Desfontaines (1876-1931), a director, actor 

and later one of the first French movie actors, who started his acting career in the last years of the 19th 

century. Desfontaines played a role of Zobeir in the 1910 premiere of Antar and the starring role in the 

movie adaptation of the play two years later. Chékri Ganem was the director of the movie. 

We could not find a published version of the poem in the literature available to us.  

References: OCLC 457557281 & 496712745. 

550 EUR 



14. THEATRE / ORIENTALISM / ARAB NATIONALISM 

 

Soirée de la chourbah. Fragments d’Antar 

 

Chékri GANEM (1861-1929), author; Nasreddine (Etienne Alphonse DINET) (1861-1929), 

illustrator. 

 

Paris: G. Kadar 1904. 

 

A rare pair of cards for a soirée with fragments from the Chékri Ganem‘s play Antar, which 

would not be completed until six years later. The invitation and the dinner menu were designed 

by French orientalist painter Nasreddine Dinet.  

 

2 prints: each 19 x 27,5 cm (7.5 x 10.8 inches): 

1. Lithograph in brown with green lithographed text on the back (Very Good). 

2. [2] with cover lithographed in colour, text inside lithographed in purple, text verso lithographed 

in green (Very Good). 

  

A rare pair of prints with Art Nouveau decoration includes an invitation and a folding menu for an 

Orientalist theatre performance Antar and a dinner on May 13, 1904. The performance of Antar, 

written by a French Lebanese author Chékri Ganem, was on that day only composed of fragments, 

as it was only first finished in 1910. 

Antar, with a real name Antarah ibn Shaddad (525–608), was a pre-Islamic Arab knight and poet, 

famous for his adventurous life. He was born in Nadj, to an Ethiopian slave woman Zabūba. His 

poetry and adventures are a mixture of a heroic life, chivalrous values, heroism, and unfulfilled 

love for his cousin Ablah’. 

The author of the play, Chékri Ganem, born in Lebanon, was an opponent of the Ottoman empire 

and a huge supporter of the Arab nationalism. The figure of the hero Antar was for Ganem a 

personification of the Arabian rebel, fighting for freedom. 

The author of the lithographs as well as of the theatrical scenery, Nasreddine Dinet (1861 – 1929) 

was a French orientalist painter. Born to an affluent family in Paris as Alphonse-Étienne Dinet, he 

studed paintin at École nationale supérieure des Beaux-Arts and Académie Julian. In 1884 he 

made his first trip to Algeria, where he later spent most of his life, painting oriental scenes and 

female nudes. After he converted to Islam and changed his name to Nasreddine, his motives 

became more religious.  

Dinet illustrated the first French translation of Antar by Louis Marcel Devic (1832 – 1888), 

published in 1898 in Paris. 

 

280 EUR 

  



15. PERSIAN GRAMMAR 

William ST. CLAIR TISDALL (1859–1928). 

Modern Persian Conversation-Grammar with Reading Lessons, English-Persian 

Vocabulary and Persian Letters 

[S. n., s.d., probably Middle East (Baghdad or Iran), first half of the 20th century]. 

An unusual version of the Persian grammar and an introduction to the country by the British 

missionary and linguist William St. Clair Tisdall was probably printed in the Middle East for 

the missionary purposes.   

8°. IX, 317 pp., [1], 80 pp., contemporary blue cloth binding, gilt lettering on the spine, pink ribbon 

bookmark (slightly stained, but in general in a good used condition, binding slightly worn on the corners, 

spine with small tears along the edges, back lower corner of the binding chipped off). 

 

This is an unusual edition of the Persian grammar by an English missionary, priest and linguist 

William St. Clair-Tisdall (1859-1928), an author on several works on the languages and Islam. 

The first part of the book is dedicated to the grammar, words and written exercises in Persian and 

Latin phonetic transcript. The images represent different hand-writings and a form of the Persian 

telegram. The second part with reverse collation contains reading lessons in Persian, taken from 

Sad Hikayat. 

The first edition of this grammar was published in 1902 and was reprinted in partly revised 

editions in the following decades.  

Our copy does not have an imprint, but the quality of the paper and printing, as well as the 

material of the headband and ribbon bookmark suggest that the book was published in the Middle 

East or maybe even in India. A bookseller’s label on the inner side of the front cover indicates, 

that this example was sold in Baghdad.  

120 EUR 

  

  



16. SALNAME / OTTOMAN EMPIRE 

Ahmet İHSAN TOKGÖZ (1868 – 1942). 

 سالنامه دولت عليه عثمانيه

[Salname-i Devlet-i Aliye-i Osmaniye. 1326] 

Dersaadet [Istanbul]: مطبعۀ احمد احسان [Matbaa-ı Ahmet İhsan] 1323 [1907]. 

8°. 1103 pp. reverse collation in Ottoman, interleaved thick paper sheet with text printed in gold 

colour, original tan wrappers, modern black cloth binding with embossed floral decoration and gilt 

lettering on the cover and spine, modern embossed endpapers, contemporary taxation stamp on 

the title page (minor staining, otherwise in a good condition).  

 

A thick Ottoman salname for year 1326 (1910) was published by Ahmet İhsan, known as a 

publisher of Servet-i Fünun newspapers and translator of Jules Verne.  

A Salname, correctly spelled سالنامه, coming from Persian sal,  - سال year, and name, - نامه letter, 

was a name for an official yearbook of the Ottoman government, published between 1847 and 

1918. From 1866 on, salnames were also printed for Ottoman provinces, vilayets, sometimes in 

different languages. 

 

Similar to the Western almanacs, the salnames were printed yearly for use of individuals and 

included calendars, amusing texts, educational chapters etc. The book would often be disposed of, 

after it wasn’t in use anymore. 

 

Ahmet İHSAN TOKGÖZ (1868 – 1942). 

The publisher Ahmet İhsan Tokgöz (1868 – 1942) was probably one of the most influential 

figures of the literature of the late Ottoman Empire, connecting the influences from the West with 

Ottoman tradition. 

Growing up in Shkodra, Albania, and Damascus, Syria, Ahmet İhsan finished a law degree. A 

keen translator and a big fan of the Jules Verne novels, he made first translations of Verne’s text 

to Ottoman, starting a new genre of the adventure novels in the Ottoman world.  

Ahmet İhsan is also remembered as a founder of most influential Ottoman illustrated literary and 

cultural magazine Servet-i Fünun (ثروت فنون) or Wealth of Knowledge, which promoted Ottoman 

modern literature. He was the magazine’s editor from the first number in 1888 until his death in 

1942.  

References: ÖZEGE 17448. 

250 EUR   

   

  



17. UZBEK PRO-COMMUNIST MAGAZINE 

 

مشفقى مال   No 12 ( ١٢ رقم ).  

  

Samarqand, Uzbekistan [early 1920]. 

 

A rare Uzbek anti-cleric and pro-Communist magazine in Ottoman and partly in Cyrillic 

script, was published in Samarqand, Uzbekistan, in the tradition of Molla Nasraddin magazine 

in the early 1920s.  

 

Large 4°, [8] text pages with illustrations within text and with two full-page lithographs, reverse 

collation (slightly age-toned and fragile, edges with small tears and loss of paper, old annotation 

on the cover).  

 

 

A rare "Molla Nasreddinistic" magazine مال مشفقى, was published in Ottoman script in Turkic 

language, and partly in Russian Cyrillic, in Samarqand, Uzbekistan. It includes sarcastic images 

against the clergy, and pro-Soviet and pro-Commuinsm propaganda.  

In 1924, the borders of political units in Central Asia were changed along ethnic lines determined 

by Vladimir Lenin’s Commissar for Nationalities, Joseph Stalin. In 1925 Uzbekistan became one 

of the republics of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. Samarkand was the capital until 1930, 

when it was replaced by Tashkent.  

The magazine was created in the style of Molla Nasraddin magazine, an anti cleric and pro-

Soviet, Azerbaijani satirical magazine, published on 8 pages, in Tiflis, Tabriz and Baku in 

the Azeri and occasionally Russian languages, between 1906 and 1931. This probably first 

magazine of its style was highly influential in the Arabic world in the time of the split between the 

traditional religious sphere and the Russian-Communistic influence.  

We could not trace any examples of the magazine in the institutions worldwide.  

250 EUR 

 

 

  



18. CZECHOSLOVAKIAN – SOVIET RELATIONS / CZECH BOOK DESIGN 

 

Ludvík SVOBODA (1895-1979), author; Zdeněk ROSSMANN (1905-1984), designer.  

Filosofie v SSSR 

[The Philosophy in the Soviet Union]. 

Olomouc: Index 1936. 

 

An uncommon work on the Soviet Union by Ludvík Svoboda, a former soldier of the 

Czechoslovak Legion and the later president of Czechoslovakia.   

The design was made by a Czech designer and modernist artist Zdeněk Rossmann. 

8°. 107 pp. [4], original yellow wrappers with printed title (binding slightly dusty, spine slightly 

rubbed on edges, otherwise in a good condition).  

 

The book, published in 1936, analyses the contemporary Soviet politics and philosophy. The text 

was written by Ludvík Svoboda (1895-1979), who served as President of Czechoslovakia from 

1968 to 1975. During WWI Svoboda fought for the Czechoslovak Legion and in WWII he was a 

member of the resistance. 

The cover design was made by Zdeněk Rossmann (1905-1984), a Czech modernist artist, stage 

designer and photographer. 

We could find two institutional examples (National Library of the Czech Republic and Moravská 

Galerie). 

References: OCLC 85555743. 

160 EUR  



19. BOOK CATALOGUES / SERBIA / KINGDOM OF YUGOSLAVIA 

 

Geca KON (1873 – 1941). 

Општи каталог књига. 1935. 

[General Catalogue of Books. 1935] 

Belgrade: Geca Kon 1935. 

 

An ephemeral thick catalogue of obtainable Slavic books in 1935 by a mayor Belgrade-based 

publisher and book dealer of Jewish origins Geca Kon, who was arrested and executed at an 

unknown place at the time of the German occupation of Yugoslavia, in 1941. 

 

Small 8°. VII, 500 pp., original printed yellow wrappers, original coupon mounted on the title 

page, original inserted errata (wrappers slightly dusty and stained with soft folds and minor tears 

in edges, minor wear, soft folds in corners, otherwise in a good condition). 

 

This rare, thick catalogue lists thousands of Yugoslav publications from different fields available 

in 1935, such as educational books, novels, theatrical pieces, newspapers, medicine, history, 

farming, academical pamphlets etc., which were available to order through the Geca Kon 

publishing house in Belgrade in 1935.  

As the introduction mentions, this were not only the books, published by Kon, but a list of wide 

selection of literature, which cold be ordered at the Kon’s shops.  

Hungary-born Geca Kon (Géza Kohn) was a major Jewish publisher in the Kingdom of 

Yugoslavia, operating from 1901 until the occupation by Germany in 1941. After the Germans 

marched into Belgrade, Kon, wo did not want to listen to his friend’s advices to leave the country 

before, was arrested and executed at an unknown location. Most of his family, who were also 

active in the business, were taken to a concentration camp in Vojvodina and shot in the same 

year.   

During WWII, Geca Kon’s property and books were confiscated by the Nazis. A part of his 

library ended up in the Austrian National Library and the villa, built on his property, was later 

occupied by Slobodan Milošević. 

We could not find any institutional examples. 

95 EUR 

  



20. ANTI-FASCISM / FEMALE EMANCIPATION / YUGOSLAVIA / BOOK DESIGN 

Angela VODE (1992-1985), author; Mitja ŠVIGELJ, design. 

Žena v sedanji družbi 

[A Woman in Today's Society] 

[S.l., s.d.] 1934 

An unusual early femisist anti-Hitler publication from 1934 

was written by a famous Slovenian / Yugoslavian female 

writer, who later became a partisan fighter, prisoner of the 

Ravensbrück concentration camp and after the war a victim of 

the new Yugoslav regime. 

8°. 96 pp. with black and white title page, original illustrated 

wrappers (very good). 

This unusual publication with a cover, representing a modern 

woman as a prisoner, divided between roles of the intellectual, 

wife and mother, a factory and a farm worker, includes a highly 

intellectual analysis of the role of women in the modern word. It 

discusses the traditional role versus the modern one. 

The last part is dedicated to the rising of Fascism and Nazism. 

The author Angela Vode blames the Fascist for directing the 

young girls towards the traditional role of homemakers, leaving 

them uneducated and without a choice.  

 

Angela Vode, one of the first Slovenian / Yugoslavian 

feminists  

The author Angela Vode was a teacher and a known fighter for 

equal rights of women in the marriage, education and job 

opportunities. Because of her firm believes, she was often 

publicly insulted by her male colleagues in the press, forcing 

her to file a lawsuit for defamation.  

With the rise of Nazism in the early 1930s, Vode became a 

fierce opponent of Hitler and Mussolini, blaming them, among 

others, for suppression of the emancipation of women, forcing 

the girls into the traditional stand of mothers and housewives. 

Her most famous works of the time are Žena v današnji družbi 

(A Woman in Today's Society, 1934), Žena i fašizam (A Woman 

and the Fascism, 1935, in Croatian language) and Spol in usoda 

(The Gender and the Destiny, 1938). 

In 1939, Angela Vode exited the Communist party, disagreeing with its extremes, yet upon the 

Nazi’s occupation of Yugoslavia, in April 1941, she became one of the founders of the National 

Liberation movement (i. e. the Partisans, or O.F.). 

During WWII, Angela Vode, a member of the underground 

partisan movement, got into disputes with her Communist 

fellow fighters for opposing their suppression and liquidation of 

non-Communists and the Stalin’s politics. Soon she was caught 

and imprisoned first by the Fascists and later by the Nazis in 

Ravensbrück.  

After the war, Vode was tried again by the Yugoslav 

Communists for her early sympathising with the Soviet Union, 

treason and spying. She was released in 1953, serving 6 years 

out of 20.  

Upon her release she was denounced her citizen rights and 

working permit. She was supported by her relatives until her 

death. The new Yugoslav regime made sure, that Angela Vode 

was forgotten by the public. 

Six years after Angela Vode’s death in 1985, the country 

annulled the judgement from 1947 and her autobiography The 

Secret Memoires was published in 2004.  

The book was designed by an engineer and architect Mitja 

Švigelj. Švigelj, active as a designer and photographer, was 

running his own studio Mico (also Miko), where his 

photomontages were developed. In 1940 his works were 

exhibited in the Jakopic pavilion, most important modern art 

institution in Ljubljana. During WWII he’s also recorded as an 

author of theatrical scenes. After WWII he escaped to Buenos 

Aires. 

Although a great talent, progressive modern designer and book 

illustrator, Mitja Švigelj was forgotten after WWII in 

Yugoslavia under the new regime, for his political believes. 

The book is in a very good, nearly mint condition.  

We could find 12 institutional copies in Slovenian libraries and 

none abroad. 

References: OCLC 441880992.  

 

280 EUR  

https://sl.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C5%BDena_v_dana%C5%A1nji_dru%C5%BEbi&action=edit&redlink=1
https://sl.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C5%BDena_i_fa%C5%A1izam&action=edit&redlink=1
https://sl.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Spol_in_usoda&action=edit&redlink=1


21. SLAVIC PRINTING IN FASCIST ITALY / GEORGAPHY & HISTORY / POLITICAL 

PROPAGANDA FOR CHILDREN 

Ministrstvo za narodno vzgojo – Posebni urad za šolstvo priključenih ozemelj 

[Ministry for National Education – Special Office for School System of Annexed Areas] 

Kratka zgodovina in zemljepis kraljevine Italije  

[Short Histroy and Geography of Kingdom of Italy] 

Ljubljana: Pokrajinska šolska založba [Regional School Press] 1942-XX. 

 

8°. 78 pp., [2], original wrapper wit printed title, stapled (wrappers slightly age toned, text inside 

underlined with old pencil and annotated with pencil in margins, old stamps of a Fascist school for 

boys in Ljubljana). 

 

A rare history and geography schoolbook on Kingdom of Italy was published by the Ministry of 

National Education in Fascist Italy for Ljubljana, Slovenia, which was occupied by the Italians 

from the beginning of WWII until the capitulation of Italy in the autumn of 1943.  

The text in Slovenian language describes the Kingdom of Italy with its annexed territories and 

praises the Fascist government and its achievements on the fields of economy and technological 

development. 

The schoolbook, dated 1942 and a Fascist year XX, is very rare, since it was only in use for one 

school year, until the capitulation of Italy in September the following year. 

We could find 5 examples in Slovenian instritutions and one example in the Slovenian National 

and Study Library in Trieste.  

References: OCLC 443844608. 

 

85 EUR 

 

 

  



22. WWII / POLISH II CORPS / MIDDLE EAST / SLAVIC PRINTING 

3 Dywizja strzelców karpackich [3rd Carpathian Rifle Division]. 

Zaopatrywanie oddziałów w amunicję w polu. Amunicja. Konserwacja, Magazynowanie, 

Składy Polowe 

[Supplying troops with ammunition in the field. Ammunition. Maintenance, storage, field 

depots] 

Palestine: Dyw. Oddział. Zaop. I Transp. [Department for Supply and Transportation] 

August 1942.  

 

A rare pamphlet on the ammunition and supplies was published during WWII by the 

Carpathian Rifle Division in Polish language in Palestine. 

 

Small 8°. 87 pp., [1] form in English language, original green wrappers with printed title, stapled 

(slightly stained, tiny loss of white margins in the last pages, old signature in ink on the cover and 

title page). 

 

A rare pamphlet in Polish language gives detailed instructions on supplying and storing the 

ammunition, its types, short descriptions, abbreviations, codes and partly English descriptions and 

names. 

 

Carpathian Rifle Division and Polish II Corps 

The pamphlet was published by the Carpathian Rifle Division, which was a part of the Polish II 

Corps (Drugi Korpus Wojska Polskiego), stationed in the Middle East during WWII. 

The Polish II Corps (Drugi Korpus Wojska Polskiego) was formed in 1943, from various units 

fighting alongside the Allies in all theatres of war, one of them being located in British-held Iraq. 

The corps consisted not only of Polish soldiers, but also of Jews, Belorussian and Ukrainians. 

Many Polish soldiers were imprisoned in Gulags by the Soviets from 1939 on and were released 

in 1941, after the Polish-Russian Military Agreement on 14 August, which allowed for the 

creation of a Polish Army on Soviet soil. 

The Polish II Corps played a major role in the North African and the Italian Campaigns (1941–

1945) as part of the British Eighth Army. After the war the division was housed at various 

locations in England, where they maintained a presence until 1962. 

All the press by the Polish II Corps is rare today and only sporadically appears on the market and 

in institutions. 

We could not trace any examples of the pamphlet in the libraries. 

120 EUR  



23. ISRAELI BOOK DESIGN  

Moshe PROPES (1922-1985), illustrator. 

פסחהגדה של    

[Hagadah shel Pesaḥ] 

Printed in Israel: ספרית פועלים [Hakibbutz Hameuchad – Sifriat Poalim] 1958 

Oblong 8°. [38] on thick paper with colour illustrations, original card wrappers with illustrated 

covers, stapled (stained and slightly water-stained, , some pages with strong staining in margins, 

corners slightly scuffed, old light pencil annotations, first pages with small rusty marks in the 

upper margin). 

 

A Passover Haggadah with stunning mid-century illustrations was made by 

a Poland-born artist Moshe Propes (1922-1985). 

Propes immigrated in 1925 and was active as an artist in Paris and Israel. 

He was known as a painter, book illustrator and designer of murals.  

 

95 EUR 

 

 

 

  



  



24. ARMENIAN DIASPORA / ARMENIAN POETRY 

Vahram SOFIAN (1899-1969). 

Նոր գարուն. New Spring 

[Nor Garun] 

New York, Delphic Press 1946. 

Oblong 4°. 110 pp., [1], original card binding with illustrated cover, blue cloth spine (minor 

staining and water-staining in the margins of the first page, binding stained and rubbed with tiny 

pieces of the surface missing, edges worn, spine with repaired tears). 

 

A scarce first and only edition of poetry in Armenian language by 

Vahram Sofian, published in New York.  

Vahram Sofian (1899-1969) was an Armenian poet, living in the 

US. Born in Armenia, he was a survival of the Armenian 

Genocide. His daughter was a famous New York dancer Anahid 

Sofian. 

Worldcat records between four and eight institutional examples 

(HCL Technical Services with one or two copies, Los Angeles 

Public Library 1, 2, or 3 copies, NYPL, University of Michigan) 

References: OCLC 20214620 and 23544845. 

95 EUR   



25. ARMENIAN DIASPORA / ISTANBUL / LEBANON 

ԹՈՎՄԱ ՇԻԿԱՀԵՐ [Tovma Shikaher]. 

Յուշեր Անթիլիասէն Ուղեւորական Նօթեր եւ Տպաւորութիւններ 

[Memories of Antelias. Travel Notes and Impressions] 

 

Istanbul: Տպագր. Հէրմոն- Իսթանպուլ 1950. 

8°. 266 pp. with black and white illustrations in text, [1], index, original wrappers with illustrated 

cover, stapled (small tears in margins, wrappers slightly age-toned, stained and worn on the edges, 

spine with an old label in the lower part and repaired with a modern tape, otherwise in a good, 

used condition). 

 

A rare richly illustrated travelogue to Lebanon and report on the Armenian church in the area , 

was made by an Istanbul-based Armenian priest Tovma Shikaher. The images show Armenian 

churches and architecture, portraits of the Armenian church dignitaries in Lebanon and views of 

Beirut.  

We could find two institutional examples (Bibliothèque de l'Église apostolique arménienne – Paris 

and Armenian National Library). 

55 EUR 

 

  



26. ARMENIAN DIASPORA / ARMENIAN BOOK DESIGN 

 

 

Վարդան Կոմիկեան (Vardan Gomigian, 1915-1998). 

 

ԲԱՐԻ ԵԿԱ ՍԷՐ... (ՊԱՏՄՈՒԱԺՔՆԵՐ) 

 

Istanbul: Varol 1958. 

 

8°. 240 pp. with black and white full illustrations within text, original illustrated card wrappers 

(slightly age-toned, wrappers fragile with small loses of corners and tiny tears, front cover loose, 

loss of paper on the spine).  

 

An attractevly designed book with mid-century illustrations and short stories by an Armenian 

author Vardan 

Gomigian was published 

in Istanbul.  

Worldcat lists three 

examples in libraies 

(Bayerische 

Staatsbibliothek, 

Columbia University, 

Library of Congress). 

 

References: OCLC 

37030561 & 

796198264. 

55 EUR 

 

 

  



27. SPORTS / ICE-SKATING 

Jože BIBER 

Drsanje 

[Ice Skating] 

[S.l., s.d., probably circa 1955) 

4°. [76] mimeographed text and drawings in black (in a good, used condition, soft folds in the 

corners, a sport’s club stamp on the inner side of the front wrappers). 

 

A detailed, richly illustrated mimeographed ice-skating manual was published in the mid 1950s in 

Slovenia. The pretty illustrations show elements and moves for figure skating. 

We could not find any institutional examples of the manual. A printed version with more text, 

made by the same author, was published in 1968. 

 

85 

EUR 

 

 

 

 

  



28. SKIING / CROATIA 

Dragutin FRANKOVIĆ (1913-?) 

Škola skijanja. Priručnik za početnike u skijanju, skijaše natjecatelje, učitelje skijanja, 

starješine u vojsci, kao za planinare 

[Ski School. Manual for Beginners, Professionals, Teachers, Military Officers and 

Mountaineers] 

Zagreb 1945.  

Small 8°. 223 pp. with black and white illustrations in text, [20] illustrations and index, original 

card wrappers with illustrated cover (minor staining and scuffing on the corners of the spine, 

otherwise in a good condition). 

 

An uncommon Croatian illustrated ski manual, made in the year of the liberation, was made by a 

Croatian pedagogue Draguin Franković. The book is richly illustrated with images of 

contemporary skiing equipment and of Yugoslav skiing resorts. 

Worldcat records three examples in Slovenian libraries and one in Zentralbibliothek der 

Sportwissenschaften der Deutschen Sporthochschule Köln. 

45 EUR  



29. QURAN / BOSNIA 

Besim KORKUT (1904-1975). 

Kur'an s prijevodom značenja na bosanski jezik  

[Qurʼān al-karīm: tarjamat maʻānī al-Qurʼān al-karīm bi-al- lughah al-Būsnawīyah] 

[Quran. With a Translation of Its Meaning to Bosnian] 

Riad, Saudi Arabia: Odeljenje za izdavačku i distributivnu djelatnost Ministarstva za 

islamska pitanja, vakufe i misionarstvo [Publication and Distribution Office of the Ministry 

of Islamic Questions, Awqaf and Missions] [199?].  

8°. [7] colour text on glossy paper, 604 - ٦٠٤ pp. facing pages marked with identical pagination in 

Latin and Arabic, ح, all reverse collation, pp. XXXV, [32] blank, on thin paper in Arabic and 

Bosnian, original green faux leather binding with gilt decoration and lettering in Arabic and Latin 

script (Very Good, tiny folds in the upper corners of sporadic leaves). 

 

A Bosnian translation of the Quran, with an introduction and a parallel Arabic text, was published 

during the Bosnian War, by Prince Al-Waleed bin Talal in Riad, Saudi Arabia.  

The translation by Besim Korkut (1904-1975) was at the time known as the completest Bosnian 

translation of the Quran. Korkut was an Islamist, translator, theologist and one of the pioneering 

Arabists in Yugoslavia. He spent over a decade working on the translation. 

According to the inscription in the book, the prince had this Quran made as a present to his 

brothers, who speak Bosnian.  

Prince Al-Waleed bin Talal is a founder of institutions such as the Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal 

Center for Muslim-Christian Understanding (ACMCU), at the Georgetown University School of 

Foreign Service in Washington, D.C. 

 

280 EUR 

 

  



30. QURAN / TAFSIR / BOSNIA 

 

Enes KARIĆ (born 1958) 

 

Kur'an sa prijevodom na bosanski jezik  

البوسنويةترجمة معاني ا لقرآن الكريم بالغة   

 

[Quran with a Translation to the Bosnian Language] 

 

Sarajevo: Bosanska knjiga 1995.  

 

4°. [9], 605- ٦٠٥, 5- ٥ in Bosnian and Arabic with facing pages marked with identical pagination 

in Latin and Arabic, [1] title page, pp. 1231-1338, on colour patterned paper with margins printed 

in brown, gray and gold, patterned endpapers, gilt edges, embossed brown full calf (very good, 

seemingly unused condition). 

 

Accompanied with: 

Enes KARIĆ (born 1958) 

 

Tefsir. Uvod u tefsirske znanosti 

 

علوم التّفسير إصطالحات  

[Tafsir. Introduction to the Tafsir Sciences]. 

 

Sarajevo: Bosanska knjiga 1995.  

 

4°. 367 pp. on colour patterned paper with upper margin printed in brown, gray and gold, 

patterned endpapers, gilt edges, embossed brown full calf (very good, seemingly unused 

condition).  

 

A rare pair of a Bosnian translation of the Quran and an accompanying original historical 

overview of Tafsir, issued together in Sarajevo, in the last year of the Bosnian War by an 

esteemed Islamic scholar Enes Karić is one of the grand founding works of the new Bosniac 

state. 

An elaborately made pair of the Quran, translated to Bosnian, and an accompanying book on 

Tafsir, an exegesis of the Quran, were made by Enes Karić, a Bosnian scholar and professor of 

Islamic studies and published in the last year of the Bosnian War, in 1995.  

The text of the Quran is presented in Bosnian language on the left-hand side, and in Arabic on the 

facing page. It is followed by an introduction on over 30 pages. The accompanying thick volume 

is an introduction to Tafsir, an interpretation and explanation of the Quran, with its history and 

introduction to the Bosnian language from the Arab examples. 

The author Enes Karić is an esteemed Bosnian scholar of Islamic studies and a professor of the 

Quranic studies at the University of Sarajevo. He studied at the University of Sarajevo, University 

of Belgrade, University of Cairo, al-Azhar University, Yale University and Oxford University. 

During the Bosnian war, between 1994-1996, Karić was appointed Minister of Education, 

Science, Culture and Sports in the newly founded Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

650 EUR  



  



31. WWI / PHOTOGRAPHY 

Third Army. Panorama no. 588 made on 28. 5. 18 From J 30 B 85 80 

Hébuterne: May 28th 1918. 

A long WWI British photographic-topographical panorama of the area around Hébuterne, 

France, showcases the detailed terrain, held at the time by the British Third Army with 

divisions of soldiers from New Zealand and Australia. 

11 silver gelatin photographs, originally joined with linen stripes, 15,5 x 199 cm / 6.1 x 78.3 

inches (minor staining, in general in a good condition). 

 

A documentary military topographical photograph is showing the terrain 

around the French town Hébuterne, which was during WWI a part of the 

Battle of the Somme. The photography was made from the viewing point 

from a trench, where soldiers’ heads are visible in the corners. 

Hébuterne was a part of several battles during the war. In the beginning of 

June 1915, the Battle of Hébuterne took place between the French Second 

Army and the German Empire, and a year later in 1916, it was a part of the 

infamous Battle of the Sommes.  

In April of 1918, shortly before our photo was made, the parts of the region 

were taken over by the Third Army under command of Field Marshall 

Julian Byng, who later served as Governor General of Canada. The 

Divisions were also composed of soldiers from New Zealand and Australia. 

250 EUR 

 

 

 

  



32. AUSTRALIA / SLAVIC PRINTING / GEOGRAPHY / IMMIGRATION 

Ivan VRHOVEC (1853-1902). 

Avstralija in nje otoki 

[Australia and its Islands] 

Klagenfurt: Družba sv. Mohorja, 1899. 

A detailed geography and history book on Australia and Oceania in Slovenian language was published 

in 1899 and encourages the immigration to that continent for its growing industry and economy. 

  

8°. 222 pp. with black and white illustrations and images in text, [1] index, original paper wrappers with 

illustrated cover (wrappers slightly stained and with foxing and small loss of paper, old round paper label 

on the cover, cancelled library stamps from a monastery library, dismissed in Yugoslavia). 

 

An uncommon illustrated book on Australia was written by a Slovenian historian and teacher Ivan 

Vrhovec. It was published in Klagenfurt, Austria, in Slovenian language (at the time the countries were 

both under Austro-Hungary), by a Catholic press “Saint Mohor Society”, which was specialized in 

missionary and educational books. 

The book contains a detailed history of Australia, descriptions of animals, landscape and people and is 

accompanied with black and white wood-cuts. A special chapter is dedicated to the history of the missions 

in Australia, especially the Catholic ones, which according to the text have most success among the 

indigenous people. The second part is dedicated to other islands of Oceania.  

The cover with an image of Vatican and New York, surrounded with images of different indigenous 

peoples around the world suggests, the book was published in a series of geography books, probably for the 

missionaries.   

Australia was at the end of the 19th and beginning of the 20th centuries the final destination of many 

Slovenian immigrants and missionaries. The book encourages immigration of Slovenians to Australia and 

Oceania, as according to the text the US is strengthening the rules and might in the future close the borders 

for the immigrants. Australia and Oceania on the other hand, would in the future need more workers to 

support the growing industry. 

The author Ivan Vrhovec was an active writer of historical and educational books, also active as a 

conservator of monuments, theatre director and actor. This book on Australia is possibly his last big work. 

Worldcat lists two examples outside Slovenian libraries (Cleveland Public Library & Stanford University 

Libraries).  

References: OCLC 443360224 & 780852042. Kranjec, Silvo: Vrhovec, Ivan (1853–1902). Slovenska 

biografija. Slovenska akademija znanosti in umetnosti, Znanstvenoraziskovalni center SAZU, 2013. 

http://www.slovenska-biografija.si/oseba/sbi822282/#slovenski-biografski-leksikon (17. julij 2019). 

Izvirna objava v: Slovenski biografski leksikon: 14. zv. Vode - Zdešar. Jože Munda et al. Ljubljana, 

Slovenska akademija znanosti in umetnosti Znanstvenoraziskovalni center SAZU, 1986. 

220 EUR 

 

  



33. THEATRE / FAMALE AUTHORS 

Marie GORDON, nom de plume Alexander BERGEN (1810-1862) 

Ein Mord in der Kohlenbrenner Gasse  

[A Murder in the Coal Burners’ Lane] 

[Probably Austria or South Germany, 1860s or 1870s]. 

A manuscript in German or Austrian version of a farce, written for the theatre by a female 

author Marie Gordon.  

8°. [48] manuscript in German language in black ink, originally bound together with a string (tiny 

tears in margins, wrappers with small tears on the spine and slightly dusty, otherwise in a good 

condition). 

 

A manuscript in German language is a modified transcription of a theatre play, written by a 

Viennese female author Marie Gordon (1810-1862).  

Marie Gordon was a Viennese female author of mostly theatre pieces, who was publishing under 

the name Alexander Bergen.  A young widow, who was fluent in German, English and French, 

translated in 13 years circa 60 plays and wrote a series of her own texts, some of which were 

published only after her death. 

Our play is a version of Gordon’s play Der Mord in der Kohlmessergasse, first published in 1860 

(https://books.google.de/books?id=FiV8lyU4lQkC&pg=PA6&dq=Mord+in+der+Kohlenbrenner+

Gasse++Langer&hl=de&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj5jvuAn7zjAhUV4KYKHfX8DcgQ6AEIKTAA#

v=onepage&q=Kohlenbrenner&f=false ), but with modified title (Kohlmessergasse was a street in 

Vienna and would not have any meaning to non-Viennese inhabitants) and added text on the end. 

The author’s name, which reads Langer instead of Bergen suggests, the text was copied after 

another manuscript, as in German cursive Gothic script the two names would look similar. 

The farce was popular at the time in village theatres and folk’s fests. A play with our version of 

the title was recorded in February at the Carnival in Ansbach, Bavaria, and was described by the 

local newspaper as exceedingly funny (“urkomisch”), well received and its humour kept the 

audience laughing hours after the end (Sonntags-Beigabe der Fränkischen Zeitung (Ansbacher 

Morgenblatt), No. 9, Sonntag, den 2. März 1873).  

Our version was probably made for one of such folk’s fests or for a local theatre. 

180 EUR  



34. MILITARIA / LOUIS XIV / CANNONS 

 

Proportion d’un affust de 8 chambrée pour Campagne 

[France, possibly Louis XIV period]. 

Pencil and brown ink on hand-made paper, 41 x 33 cm (16.1 x 13 inches) (slightly age-toned 

and stained, soft folds with tiny holes on crossings, otherwise in a good condition). 

 

A unique large drawing showcases sketches for two field gun carriers, made of wood and 

decorated with metal details for reinforcement.  

According to the forms, such as a double-bracket, which only changed in the mid 18th century, and 

decoration, such as fleur de lys shaped metal details, the drawing can be dated in the period of 

Louis XIV.  

The carriers bear a similarity with the drawings, published in the memoires of a French general 

Pierre Surirey de Saint-Remy (1645-1716), Memoires d'artillerie, recueillis par Mr. Surirey de 

Saint Remy…, with a first edition in 1697 and the second one in 1701. 

 

480 EUR 

 

 

  



35. TRAUERORDNUNG 1768 / REGULATIONS FOR MOURNING FROM 1768 / 

MARIA THERESIA / AUSTRIA / LAW / DRESS CODE 

Maria Theresia von Österreich (1717-1780) - Rudolph CHOTEK VON CHOTKOW UND 

WOGNIN (1706 – 1771).  

Wir Maria Theresia von Gottes Gnaden Römische Kaiserin..... Entbieten allen, und jeden 

Unseren getreuen Vasallen...  

Wien / Vienna: January 2nd, 1768. 

A broadside by the Empress of the Holy Roman Empire, Maria Theresia, announces new 

regulations for mourning for the families of deceased in the Austrian hereditary territory. 

Long 4°. [4] letterpress (good condition). 

 

The broadside is a list of new regulations for the mourning for Austrian and Bohemian hereditary 

lands, made by the empress of the Holy Roman Empire Maria Theresia (1717-1780), in 1768, and 

was an appendix to the laws from 1747. 

The Holy Roman Empire had very strict regulations for the clothing of the members of the 

families of a deceased person. The regulations controlled the appearance in the public, where the 

type of the mourning outfit and the time a person had to wear it was enforced by law. 

The new regulations, announced with this broadside demanded that direct members of the family, 

such as children of deceased parents, parents of deceased children, widows, grand-children and 

direct heirs should mourn for full six months. The stepparents, step-grandparents and adoptive 

parents have to mourn for three months, and stepchildren and grand-children for three weeks. The 

exceptions and detailed regulation follow. 

The last two rules focus on the material of clothing. It was forbidden to wear any mourning 

clothing, made of foreign or luxury materials, such as velvet, damask, or atlas. From silk materials 

it was only allowed to wear dresses made of regional made taffeta and gros de Tours. It was also 

forbidden to wear accessories made abroad. The only accessories allowed were the ones made in 

the country, preferably scarves from a Klagenfurt production or accessories made of wool and 

camlet, made in Linz, Austria. The violation was to be fined. 

140 EUR 

  



36. NAPOLEONIC WARS / AUSTRIA / CRIME 

Josef Karl von DIETRICHSTEIN (1763 - 1825). 

Wien / Vienna: September 10, 1805.  

Circulare von der k. auch k. K. Landesregierung in Erzherzogthume Oesterreich unter der 

Enns. Die Beraubung der Todten ist als Diebstahl zu bestrafen. 

[... The Robbing of the Dead is Punishable as a Theft] 

A broadside, announcing that robbing of the corpses as a crime, was printed amid the 

Napoleonic wars, two days after the Austrian invading of Bavaria and weeks after Napoleon’s 

taking over Vienna.  

4°. [1] letterpress, printed recto only (tiny folds in margins, otherwise in a good condition). 

 

A broadside, made in Vienna on September 8th, 1805, amid the Napoleonic Wars, announces 

robbing of corpses a crime, punishable with three months of prison. The broadside was made two 

days after Austrian entering the war by invading Bavaria and was probably sent out to prevent 

uncontrolled looting, robbing and spreading of diseases.  

The signed Josef Karl Graf von Dietrichstein (1763 - 1825) was a land marshal of the Lower 

Austria and the first governor of the k.k. Nation Bank.  

120 EUR  



37. TURKISH SATIRICAL MAGAZINE 

AKBABA 

Istanbul: 1956-1974 

18 issues: 

 

1956: 250 

1957: 253, 254, 291, 

1958: 307, 308, 312, 314, 337 

1959: 404, 406 

1960: 411, 427, 428, 434, 435, 438 

1974: 52/26 

 

Condition report: Minor traces of wear, sporadic small tears, otherwise in a 

good condition.  

 

Akbaba [Vulture] was a Turkish satirical magazine, published between 1922 

and 1922, with short pauses in 1931-33 and 1950-51. It was first published 

twice per week and in Ottoman script, and from 1944 as a weekly. It was 

illustrated by the leading caricaturists of the time. Many images were 

borrowed from contemporary western magazines and adjusted to the Turkish 

humor.  

The covers are satires on contemporary Turkish and American politics and 

the inner text is richly illustrated with erotic, sometimes soft pornographic 

caricatures, which are especially narrative in the 1968-1969 editions, in the 

time of the sexual liberation.  

250 EUR 

  



38. NEW ZEALAND 

 

Arthur WHITEHEAD (c. 1818 - 1892).  

 

LONDON: LONGMAN & COMPANY, 1848. 

 

A Treatise on Practical Surveying, as Particularly Applicable to New Zealand and Other 

Colonies: Containing an Account of the Instruments most useful to the colonial surveyor 

and engineer: instructions for laying out towns, country and suburb 

 

Very Rare – the most important early work on land surveying in New Zealand, by Arthur 

Whitehead, a pioneering surveyor for the New Zealand Company, profusely illustrated by 

original maps, plans and diagrams, including 3 large folding coloured maps of Wellington and 

the Hutt Valley.  

 

 

8° (23 x 15 cm / 9 x 6 inches) – 

Collation Complete: x pp., 174 pp., 12 

pp. tables, 17 pp. monochrome plates of 

interconnecting road maps, 1 folding 

plate of diagrams, 3 large folding maps, 

errata slip at end, bound in original 

green cloth, with neat manuscript 

owner’s inscription to title in blank 

corner (Very Good, internally clean and 

crisp, folding maps fresh and crisp; 

binding with minor shelf-wear, some 

loss to original paper label on spine).  

  

This excellent and very rare work is of 

great historical importance to the early 

colonial history of New 

Zealand.  Published in 1848, barely 

seven years after New Zealand 

officially became a colony, it is both a 

sophisticated land surveying manual 

and a fascinating personal memoir 

penned by Arthur Whitehead, one of the 

most important surveyors working for 

the New Zealand Company, the 

syndicate that founded modern New 

Zealand.  It is by far and away the finest 

and most detailed work on the the early 

terrestrial mapping of New Zealand, 

with the methods and techniques 

described having broader significance, 

as they explain best practices as 

conducted in other frontier British colonial possessions, such as Canada, South Africa, Australia, 

Guyana and rural India.  

Well-presented and highly readable, Whitehead’s work gives a unique and valuable insight into 

the mind and actions of a British surveyor, working at the vanguard of the Empire.  The text is 

enlivened by numerous plans, diagrams and maps, including a trio of large folding, coloured maps 

that detail the critical Wellington and Hutt Valley areas, as well as a series of 17 monochrome 

plates illustrating the route of the new road running up the Hutt Valley, plus a folding plate of 

diagrams of surveyors’ instruments. 

By that time Arthur Whitehead arrived in Wellington to begin his charge as a surveyor, in 

February 1842, New Zealand’s coasts had already been quite well charted by the Royal Navy, by 

way of trigonometric surveys.  However, the islands’ interior was scarcely mapped at all, and 

Europeans had never even visited many areas.  From 1839, the New Zealand Company 

commenced surveying lands in preparation for the founding of towns, the building of roads and 

the demarcation of cadastral divisions for new homesteads. 

It is worth noting that the present 

example of the work features the neat 

former owner’s inscription of “Robert 

Baker 16th July 1858” on the title 

page.  This likely refers to Robert 

Baker (1797 - 1867), a native of Devon 

who was a pioneer settler in New 

Zealand under the auspices of the New 

Zealand Company. 

The Contents of the Work in Focus 

Whitehead’s text is fascinating and 

presents a valuable insight into the 

nature of frontier land surveying 

during the mid-19th 

Century.  Whitehead makes it plain 

that it was not possible to conduct 

surveys using the most sophisticated 

methods in such a rugged, heavily 

forested country as New Zealand, 

namely surveys executed via 

systematic, trigonometric surveys, 

regulated by astronomical 

observations.  His general 

methodology was to conduct itinerary 

surveys, whereby base-points were 

ascertained through astronomical 

observations, while the land in between 

was measured by carefully following 

the routes of roads, paths or rivers, 

filling-in the intermediate details as 

best as possible.  While not as accurate 

as systematic, triangulated surveys, this 



method, if practiced carefully, could produce fine maps sufficiently accurate for most 

purposes.  Indeed, Whitehead proved to be highly skilled in this regard.  That being said, he noted 

that the execution of surveys of small areas in flat, cleared county could be accomplished with 

advanced scientific means by use of a theodolite. 

The text of the book concerns six mains topics: 1) Description, uses, and adjustments of the 

several instruments employed by the surveyor, of which many of the instruments are illustrated on 

the folding plate of diagrams; 2) On laying out town lands; 3) On laying out country lands; 4) 

Practical astronomy, also referring to the instrument illustrated on the aforementioned plate; 5) 

Marine surveying; and 6) On colonial roads, whereby Whitehead specifically references his 

experiences running the road up the Hutt Valley, here illustrated by his series of 17 monochrome 

plates of the route of said road. 

Perhaps the highlights of the 

work are the three large 

folding, coloured maps of 

Wellington and the Hutt 

Valley areas that grace the 

back of the work.  The 

‘Chart of the Country 

between Manawatu and Port 

Nicholson, Comprising the 

Wairarapa Valley, New 

Zealand’, is a magnificent 

early map embracing the 

southern third of the North 

Island.  It includes all major 

features, yet shows the 

limitations of European 

knowledge of the interior, as 

many rivers are labeled with 

their ‘Supposed Course’, 

while large expanses of 

territory are left 

blank.  Areas that have been 

explored by Europeans are 

labeled with notes as to the 

qualities of the 

land.  Interestingly, the map 

labels the route of Charles 

Henry Kettle & Alfred 

Wills’s exploring expedition 

of 1842, whereby they 

crossed the Tararuas from 

the west side into the 

Wairarapa, and then 

traversed the Rimutakas to 

Port Nicholson.  This 

endeavor did much to 

educate the British as to the nature of the interior just before surveying and settlement 

programmes were commenced. 

The ‘Chart of the Harbour of Port-Nicholson, New Zealand’ is an excellent early map focusing on 

‘The Town of Wellington’ and its magnificent natural harbour, which features copious nautical 

information, such as bathymetric soundings, anchorages and hazards, while the ‘Reference’ below 

explains the symbols uses to denote the varied nature of the shorelines.  The lower Wairarapa 

Valley features numerous cadastral divisions. 

The ‘Working Plan of the District of the Upper Hutt, New Zealand’ provides a stellar view of how 

Whitehead and his colleagues set up cadastral divisions in an area that was earmarked for 

immediate settlement.  The numbered lots are shown connected by a network of roads, while 

notes describe the nature of the land. 

 

Historical Context: The 

New Zealand Company & 

the Early European 

Settlement of New Zealand 

The New Zealand Company 

played a critical role in 

settling the islands and 

establishing the foundation 

of modern New 

Zealand.  From 1800 until 

the 1840s, the European 

presence in New Zealand 

was fleeting, confined to tiny 

missionary outposts and 

whaling stations, most of 

which were temporary in 

nature.  The islands’ remote 

location, and the Europeans’ 

complex and, at times, 

hostile relations with the 

indigenous Maori peoples, 

were major inhibitors to 

founding a proper colony.  

The New Zealand Company 

was founded in 1825 in an 

effort to establish a 

permanent, thriving British 

presence on the islands.  The 

company followed a colonial 

model devised by its 

founder, Edward Gibbon 

Wakefield, a colourful figure 



who was once jailed for abducting a 15-year old heiress.  Gibbon held visions of founding an 

antipodean “Utopia” in New Zealand, or an idealized little England with a similar social class 

systems and a small mixed-farm economy.  The Company would aim to settle poor, but 

industrious, migrant labourers from Britain in New Zealand, who through their own hard work 

would gradually be able to purchase the land plots assigned to them, and to cover much of the 

Company’s expenses. 

The Company’s initial efforts proved unsuccessful, as it was unable to find suitable locations for 

settlement, let along a significant number of settlers willing to sail across the World to start new 

lives in an utterly unknown land.  However, the Company’s principals persisted and, in 1837, it 

was given a royal charter to settle New Zealand.  Many important British noblemen, politicians 

and business figures lent their names to the endeavour. 

From 1839, the Company began to enjoy some measurable success.  In 1840, it founded the first 

enduring major European settlement in New Zealand, Wellington, on the shores of Port 

Nicholson.  A modest, but steady flow of settlers began to arrive in the islands, finding the mild 

climate and abundant natural resources to be a pleasant place to start to new society.  

The Treaty of Waitangi (1840) ensured peace between the British and the Maori, and New 

Zealand formally became a colony under the Company’s guidance in 1841.  From 1840 to 1850, 

the Company succeeded in brining 12,000 settlers to the islands, increasing New Zealand’s 

European population from 2,050 to 22,108 over that period.  While this may seem modest by 

contemporary American, or even Australian terms, it must be noted that the logistical challenges 

and the costs of settling New Zealand were extreme.  

The Company founded several of the island’s enduring centres, including Wellington, Nelson, 

Taranaki, and Wanganui; while having an important supporting role in the foundation of Otago 

and Canterbury.  

With reference to cartography, the Company’s surveying corps was responsible for the first 

accurate terrestrial maps of the islands, surveying thousands of square miles of territory, laying 

out the plans for several towns, delineating hundreds of miles of roads, as well as thousands of 

cadastral plots.  

That all being said, the New Zealand Company suffered from inept management.  Its principals 

quarreled with both the Colonial Office and missionary societies, all of which were immensely 

powerful stakeholders.  By 1843, the Company fell into serious financial trouble, from which it 

was never to recover.  While the Company continued to operate, its powers were greatly limited 

upon the granting of responsible government to the colony in 1853; and the Company was 

officially dissolved in 1858.  It would not be until the 1860s, when New Zealand began to enjoy a 

prolonged economic and settlement boom, that the foundation built by the New Zealand Company 

would reach its potential. 

 

 

 

 

Arthur Whitehead: Pioneering New Zealand Surveyor 

Arthur Whitehead (c. 1818 - 1892) was a major figure in the early terrestrial mapping of New 

Zealand, especially with regard to the southern part of the North Island.  He was born around 1818 

in Tiverton Devon, the third son of the Reverend William Baily Whitehead.  He trained as a civil 

engineer and estate surveyor in the West Country and settled for a time in Chard, Somerset.  

Like many young British men, Whitehead sought fame and fortune in the colonies, and so 

answered the New Zealand Company’s call for surveyors to map their new colony.  He singed a 

three-year, supposedly renewable, contract to serve as an assistant surveyor.  In September 1841, 

Whitehead embarked aboard the Brougham, arriving in New Zealand on February 9, 1842. 

Based out of the Wellington, Whitehead became the foreman of a surveying team that was 

charged with laying out large sections of the Lower and Upper Hutt Valley, an important mandate, 

as these areas were considered to amongst the most promising locations for settlement on the 

North Island.  There he and his teams ran the road up the valley and surveyed new cadastral lots, 

in anticipation of the mass arrival of settlers.  Whitehead also subdivided the Watts Peninsulas and 

laid out part of the road over the Rimutaka Range that was to connect the Hutt Valley with 

Wairarapa.  He also conducted surveys in Karori and Makara. 

The quality of Whitehead’s work, and the speed at which he operated, was inarguably impressive, 

as the resent work provides testament.  However, the New Zealand Company’s financial problems 

saw its operations becoming mired in political infighting, which affected the surveying corps. 

Whitehead’s boss, Samuel Charles Brees, the New Zealand Company’s chief surveyor, was a 

quarrelsome fellow.  Although a fine topographical artist and well-trained surveyor, educated at 

Gray’s Inn, London, Brees often cut corners and rushed through his surveying work.  This led to 

friction between the perfectionist Whitehead and Brees, with the Company encouraging the 

latter’s behavior in an effort to save money and time.  While Whitehead’s work was commended 

by the Company, the ‘office politics’ had become so toxic that, in 1845, Whitehead’s contract was 

not renewed and he promptly returned to England. 

Back home, Whitehead settled in Exeter, where he established a lucrative practice as a civil 

engineer and estate surveyor.  He found time to write the present book, which he saw as a 

vindication of his efforts to maintain rigorous technical standards in colonial surveying, while the 

good ‘PR’ from the book would certainly have benefitted his new practice.  After a successful 

career, Whitehead retired to Frome, Somerset, where he passed away at the age of 73. 

  

A Note on Rarity 

The present work was published in only this single contemporary edition, which is today very 

rare.  We are aware of only a single other example as having appeared on the market during the 

last 30 years.  We can locate 7 institutional examples (King's College London; National Library of 

Australia; State Library of NSW; Alexander Turnbull Library, National Library of New Zealand; 

Museum of New Zealand, Te Aka Matua Library; Dunedin (NZ) Public Library; University of 

Otago, Hocken Collections). 



References: Ferguson 4957; OCLC: 220228996 / 153362629; Thomas Morland Hocken, A 

Bibliography of the Literature relating to New Zealand, p. 142; The Civil Engineer & Architect’s 

Journal (1848), vol. XI, pp. 140-1; The Publishers’ Circular and General Record, vol. 11 (1848), 

no. 1464.  

1.500 EUR 
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