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1. Frank WHITELEY (1856 - 1933). 

 

SOUTH AFRICA / PHOTOGRAPHY / SIEGE OF MAFEKING / BADEN-POWELL, FOUNDER 

OF THE BOY SCOUTS: 

 

Collection of 37 Glass Photographic Slides of the Siege of Mafeking (1899 - 1900). 

[Mafeking, Cape Colony (Mahikeng, South Africa), circa 1900 - 1901]. 

Code: 67534 

Set of 37 diapositive glass photographic slides (each 8 x 8 cm / 3.25 x 3.25 inches), with original glass 

backing and black paper mount, bearing contemporary manuscript titles, each within a later manila 

envelope, the whole set housed within a period wooden box (28.5 x 11 x 10 cm); accompanied by a 

1930s typescript list describing provenance and contents (Overall Very Good, most slides in stellar 

condition, but slide nos. 6, 8, 19 and 25 with single hairline cracks; slide no. 28 with multiple cracks, 

repaired with tape, but no significant loss to image; slides nos. 36 and 37 lacking glass backing, mounts 

and mss. titles; *Please see list below for comments on the condition of specific slides; wooden box is in 

very good condition with some minor abrasions).  

A fascinating and lovely artefact from the Siege of Mafeking (1899 - 1900), the highest profile event of 

the Second Anglo-Boer War and one of the greatest global media spectacles of the fin de siècle era, 

being a set of 37 diapositive glass photographic slides made from contemporary photos apparently by 

Frank Whiteley, the Mayor of Mafeking and one of the protagonists of the city’s resistance, featuring 

a diverse array of fascinating images of profound historical documentary value, including several 

images of Colonel Robert Baden-Powell, the garrison’s commander who later founded the Boy Scouts. 

This a lovely artefact is from the period of the Siege of Mafeking (1899 - 1900), the most famous event 

of the Second Anglo-Boer War and one of the first truly global modern media sensations.  For 217 days, 

from October 1899 to May 1900, an Afrikaner army surrounded and besieged the British colonial town 

of Mafeking, in the northern Cape Colony.  The heroic resistance of the town’s civilians and its small 

military garrison, led by Colonel Robert Baden-Powell, captured the World’s imagination.  A cadet corps 

of town’s boys formed during the siege was the primary inspiration for Baden-Powell to create the Boy 

Scouts in 1908, granting a permanent legacy to this momentous event on the Highveld of South Africa. 

Present here is a stellar set of 37 diapositive glass photographic slides, housed in a period box, said to 

have been made by Frank Whiteley, the Mayor of Mafeking during the siege and one of the foremost 

heroes of the resistance.  A typescript note found with the set, seemingly written by an English antiques 

dealer during the mid to late 1930s, explains the story behind the slides:   

  



“All these slides were taken by Mr. Frank Whiteley C.M.G. who was Mayor of Mafeking during the 

siege. He was a keen photographer, but the art was in it’s infancy at the time. The slides are the old “3 

1/4 x 3 ¼” size, black and white. The vendor was given them by Mrs. Whiteley after her husband's death 

[in 1933]. They form a unique facet of the Boer War, when the relief of Mafeking after the siege raised 

the whole nation to a state of enthusiasm never equalled since.” 

Curiously, the note mentions only 35 of the 37 slides (the final two slides do not have titles or glass 

backings, so for this reason may have been omitted).  The slides are of the turn-of-the-century vintage 

and were likely made by Whiteley shortly after the siege itself, based on photograph taken during and 

around the time of the event. 

While some of the slides may be based on original photographs taken by Whiteley, many of the photos 

seem to come from other contemporary sources.   For instance, Slide 25: “Baden-Powell’s Heads of 

Departments” was published under the title ‘Major-General Baden Powell and the principal men who 

helped him to defend Mafeking’ within a popular contemporary periodical covering the war, The Black 

and White Budget (vol. 3, no, 35, p. 297); although Whitley, who is pictured in the photograph, may 

possibly have had some role in the photograph’s creation and dissemination.  Regardless of the sources 

of the original photos that were the basis for the slides, it is nevertheless an extraordinary collection. 

The images presented upon the slides are of profound historical documentary interest.  They include 

views of key sights around the town (fortifications, homes, hospitals, bomb shelters, places damaged by 

bombardment); scenes of daily siege life (‘Siege Food’ and horse soup!); images of extraordinary 

curiosity (such as the “Big Guns” and “Armoured Train”); portraits of the key defenders; images of the 

opposition (the Boers), as well as seven different portraits of Baden-Powell.  In sum, the slides present 

one of the most valuable and authentic insights into life in Mafeking during the time of siege, images 

selected by Mayor Whiteley, one of the protagonists of the event.  

The present set appears to be unique; we cannot trace any references to another set of a similar 

description.  The slides, which would have been very expensive to produce, seem to have been made by 

Whiteley as a personal keepsake not long after the siege.  They were evidently retained by him upon his 

return to England in 1901, where he likely showed them while regaling friends of his exciting siege-time 

experiences.    

The slides are listed below, employing the text used on the typescript sheet (except correcting some 

transcription errors and adding references to Slides 36 and 37):  

{* Defects or points of damage are noted beside specific slides; slides without such notes can be assumed 

to be in Very Good condition, without major flaws}. 

 “Subjects of the Set of 35 [actually 37] Slides taken in Mafeking during the Boer War” 

1. General View of Mafeking. 

2. Garrison of De Kock’s Fort. 

3. Muossom’s Fort 

4. Armoured Train. 

5. Nordesfeld gun in Armoured Truck. 

6. Women’s Laager + Roland’s House. {hairline crack in upper-left corner} 

7. Distribution of Water. 

8. Cannon Koppe before October 31st. {hairline crack in upper-left corner} 

9. Maxim Gun on Cannon Fort. 

10. Officers of the Bechuanaland Rifles. 

11. Officer of the British South-African Rifles. 

12. Officers of the Western Outpost. 

13. Lady Sarah Wilson and Convalescents. 

14. Cape Police galloping Maxim Gun. 

15. Boer Fort at Game Tree. 

16. Lady Sarah Wilson’s Bombproof. 

17. Major Godley’s Bombproof (exterior). 

18. Major Godley’s Bombproof (interior). 

19. Room in Algie’s House. {vertical hairline crack though centre} 



  



20. Siege Food. 

21. Distribution of Horse Soup. 

22. Col. Hore’s Fort. 

23. Victoria Hospital. 

24. Mafeking’s “Big” Guns. 

25. Baden-Powell’s Heads of Departments. {hairline crack, lower right corner} 

26. [No Mss. Title to slide, but title given as part of image, “Portions of shells fired by Boers into 

Women’s Laager Oct / Nov 1899”] 

27. Baden-Powell’s Headquarters. 

28. Baden-Powell in His Study. {Damaged, several cracks repaired with tape, but image still intact} 

29. Baden-Powell Outside his House. 

30. Baden-Powell on Horse-back. 

31. Baden-Powell on his Elevated Look-out. 

32. Baden-Powell typewriting sat on stool. 

33. Boer Column. 

34. The Boers. 

35. Baden-Powell – portrait. {paper mount loose, but else fine}. 

[36., not on typescript list] [No Title, but] {lacking glass backing, mount and mss. title} 

[37., not on typescript list] [No Title, but] {lacking glass backing, mount and mss. title} 

The Siege of Mafeking, Baden-Powell and the Inspiration for Scouting 

The Siege of Mafeking was a 217-day long melodrama (lasting from October 13, 1899 to May 17, 1900) 

of the British colonial town of Mafeking in the northern Cape Colony (today Mahikeng, South Africa) by 

Afrikaner forces during the Second Anglo-Boer War (1899 - 1902).  The siege was the most publicized 

aspect of the entire war, generating a global media circus of extraordinary proportions. 

Mafeking, while small town of 1,500 residents, occupied a strategically vital location near the northern 

tip of the Cape Colony, along the rail line that ran from Cape Town up to Rhodesia.  It was a vital supply 

centre for mining expeditions and safaris into the interior, as well as the administrative centre of the 

British Protectorate of Bechuanaland (modern Botswana), although it was located outside of that 

jurisdiction’s boundaries.     

A generation of conflict and tension between the British colonial regime in South Africa and the 

independent Afrikaner republics of the Orange Free State and the South African Republic (Transvaal) 

had come to a head in 1899.  The Afrikaners could no longer contain Britain’s desire to capitalize on the 

‘Mineral Revolution’ fuelled by the discoveries of inestimably large quantities of diamonds and gold on 

their lands.  By September of that year, both sides knew that war was imminent. 

Britain was defeated by the South African Republic during the First Anglo-Boer War (1880-1), as the 

Afrikaners were able to use their superlative, highly mobile guerrilla tactics to tie down and defeat larger 

and better armed British forces.  For the upcoming contest, General Wolseley, the British commander in 

South Africa, understood his forces needed to remain light, fast and mobile, lest history repeat itself. 

Colonel Robert Baden-Powell (1857 - 1941) was chosen to raise a force of 2,000 men mainly from 

Rhodesia and to create a diversion operation in the Mafeking region, such that the Afrikaners would 

redirect resources away from their rumoured invasion of Natal.  Baden-Powell hailed from a well-

regarded family of intellectuals and military officers.  His father was Reverend Baden Powell, Savilian 

Professor of Geometry at Oxford University, while his maternal grandfather was the famous 

hydrographer Admiral William Henry Smythe.  Baden-Powell entered the British Army in 1876, and 

served with distinction against the Zulus in Natal, and later against the Ashanti in the Gold Coast.  The 

operation in the Mafeking region was to be his first major command.  

Wolseley ordered Baden-Powell to keep his force highly mobile to compel the Afrikaners to send troops 

to defend their western frontier (which lay a short distance from Mafeking).  Under no circumstances was 

he to allow his force to be pinned down, as this would either result in it being picked off by the 

Afrikaners (as during the previous war) or would cause it to be besieged, which would require immense 

British resources to relieve. 

Baden-Powell, for reasons that are not really known to this day, disobeyed his instructions and prepared 

to make a stand against the Afrikaners at Mafeking.  Signiant amounts of supplies and armaments were 



brought in and the city was surrounded by trenches and makeshift fortifications, even before the war 

commenced.   

The region’s Afrikaner commander, General Pieter Arnoldus “Piet” Cronjé was aware of Mafeking’s 

strategic significance.  It was reasoned that swiftly taking it out would secure his nation’s western 

frontier and allow precious resources to be refocused elsewhere.  

On October 13, 1899, Cronjé besieged Mafeking, cutting all telegraph lines, as well as passages in and 

out of the town.  While his forces far outnumbered the 1,500 civilians and 2,000 soldiers inside Mafeking 

(at times the Afrikaner force peaked to 8,000), he unwisely hesitated, believing erroneous reports that 

Mafeking was far better defended than was the case.  The Afrikaners shelled the town, while snipers tried 

to pick-off British individuals, yet as the days mounted nothing decisive occurred.  Eventually, Cronjé 

withdrew many of his men, such that his force scarcely exceeded that of the defenders. 

Baden-Powell’s decision to remain in Mafeking was inarguably foolish, and his folly was compounded 

by the fact that most historians believe he could have and should have broken out of the Afrikaners’ 

cordon on various occasions, so self-liberating his army.  However, he was a master morale-booster and 

organizer who, despite the progressively diminishing resources, managed to keep everyone reasonably 

calm, while continuing to convince the Afrikaners that Mafeking was a nearly impregnable citadel 

through a series of clever ruses.  Sports activities were organized to raise spirits, while a well-planned 

system of kitchens and hospitals was organized.  Baden-Powell was assisted by a competent headquarters 

team that included Mayor Frank Whitely, the man who made the present slides, and who showed great 

leadership in organizing the civilian side of the operation.   

It is worth noting that Lord Edward Cecil, one of Baden-Powell’s officers, and the son of the British 

Prime Minister, Lord Salisbury, organized the town’s boys aged between 12 and 15 into the Mafeking 

Cadent Corps, which is thought to have served as Baden-Powell’s prime model for the Boy Scouts.  

By May 1900, the situation in Mafeking was becoming dire.  Food and ammunition were running short, a 

point underled when Baden-Powell was forced to eat his own horse!  On May 13, Cronjé’ finally made 

an all-out attack upon Mafeking’s defences, and although this caused considerable damage, it was fended 

off before the town fell.  Fortunately, on May 17, a flying column of 2,000 troops, sent by the supreme 

British commander Lord Roberts, arrived to relieve the siege and compel the Afrikaner’s to retreat from 

the area. 

While Baden-Powell’s superiors were privately furious with him for disobeying orders and allowing the 

Siege of Mafeking to occur in the first place, the London papers had made him into an international 

celebrity-hero.  As the overall war had proven tortuous and bloody (Britain would not win the conflict 

until 1902), Westminster desperately needed a ‘good news story’, so instead of censoring the wayward 

colonel, they allowed the almost hysterical adulation of Baden-Powell to continue.  Baden-Powell’s 

subsequent unfortunate performance at the Battle of Elands River (August 4-16, 1900) confirmed his 

superiors’ doubts about his fitness for high command, yet this did nothing to diminish his popularity with 

the public.  

As is well known, Baden-Powell subsequently founded the Scouting Movement and wrote Scouting for 

Boys (1908), which having sold 150 million copies, became the fourth best-selling book of the 20th 

Century.  He cited the Mafeking Cadets in the work as one of the role models for the Boy Scouts, while 

Baden-Powell’s status as a media-created hero did much to attract attention and membership to the 

movement during its early years.  

Frank Whiteley: Frontiersman, Mayor and Siege Hero 

Frank Whiteley (1856 - 1933) led a fascinating life.  Born to modest circumstances in Bradford, 

Yorkshire, he left home at sixteen to seek fame and fortune in South Africa.  Landing at Durban, he had 

little interest in finding employment in the city, so headed to the northern frontier of the Cape Colony, 

establishing himself in the ivory and ostrich feather trade.  He was an intrepid frontiersman, who 

mounted expeditions to places hundreds of miles beyond where Europeans normally roamed, such as 

way up the Zambesi River and as far north as the Lake Malawi.  He established a vast trading network, 

and forged alliances with powerful tribal leaders, most notably Khama III, the legendary chief of the 

Bamagwato people of what is today Botswana.   

In 1890, he settled down in Mafeking, a rough, yet vibrant frontier town in the northern Cape Colony that 

served as the gateway to Bechuanaland and Rhodesia.  That year he founded, with a partner, Whitley, 

Walker & Co., which became a leading supplier of ivory, skins and feathers, as well an expedition 

outfitter, with branches in Bulawayo and Palapye.  He married Sarah Emily Walker (1866 - 1850), and 

soon became a leader of the community, first as the President of the Mafeking Chamber of Commerce, 

and then as the town’s mayor.  

During the 217-day-long Siege of Mafeking (1899-1900), Whiteley showed unusually brave and skilled 

leadership.  His experience as an expedition outfitter led him to have a profound understanding of supply 

and rations, while his strong and upbeat persona reassured the town’s civilian population.  He became a 

close friend of Baden-Powell, who credited him with playing a leading role in holding the defences firm.  

In 1901, Whiteley was honoured by King Edward VII by being made a Commander of the Order of St. 

Michael & St. George (C.M.G.). 

Whiteley’s business premises were largely destroyed during the siege.  He had already made a great 

fortune, and decided that instead of rebuilding in Mafeking, he and his family would return to England to 

enjoy the fruits of his labours.  He divided his time between Yorkshire and Llandudno, Wales, engaging 



in Conservative Party politics, diverse business ventures, as well as various philanthropic activities.  He 

died on December 28, 1933 at the age of 77, after a life well-lived.  

Sadly, the Whitely name re-entered the news on July 4, 1943, when Frank Whiteley’s son, Brigadier 

General John Whitely, a key figure at the Bletchley Park intelligence centre, was killed in Gibraltar in the 

same plane crash that also took the life of General Władysław Sikorski, the leader of the Polish WWII 

Resistance.   

References: N / A – Seemingly a Unique Set.  

€2,800.00  

 

 

  



2. GOA, PORTUGUESE INDIA - PIRACY - POMBALINE LEGAL REFORMS – 

COLLECTION OF 4 ROYAL DECREES 

 

 

Code: 67532 

 

 

A. 

Carta de Lei, por que Vossa Magestade, ocorrendo aos grandes, e deformes abusos, que de longo 

tempo se haviam introduzido na Forma do Governo do Estado da India: é servido dar-lhe huma nova 

Forma, cassando, e abolindo todas as Leis, e Ordens, pelas quais se governava o mesmo Estado; com 

a Excepção de algumas, que Vossa Magestade Manda ficar na sua inteira observancia até nova 

Ordem Sua; na Fórma assima declarada. 

 

Lisbon: na Regia Officina Typografica, January 15, 1774. 

 

4°: 6 pp., bound in modern marbled paper (Excellent condition, clean and crisp). 

 

B. 

Alvará com força de Lei, por que Vossa Magestade, occorendo aos poderosos, e nocivos 

inconvenientes até agora praticados na Administração da Justiça no Estado da India: Ha por bem as 

Diposições, com qu daqui em devem ser adminsitrados, e regidos, no mesmo Estado, os Governos 

Politicos, Civil, e Econmico; na forma assima declarada.  

 

Lisbon: na Regia Officina Typografica, January 15, 1774. 

 

4°: 28 pp., bound in modern marbled paper (Excellent condition, clean and crisp). 

 

C. 

Alvará, por que Vossa Magestade, pelos motivos nelle declarados, Ha por Bem, que o Senado da 

Camera da Cidade de Goa seja conservado no uso dos Provilegios, de que até agora usava, em quanto 

pela Junta das Confirmações Geraes não tomar Resolução sobre elles: Ordenando a Fórma, com que 

se deve proceder na Eleição do Presidente, Vereadores, Procurador, Mesteres, e mais Officiaes, que 

devem servir annualmente na mesma Camera; tudo na Fórma assima declarada. 

 

Lisbon: na Regia Officina Typografica, January 15, 1774. 

 

4°: [4 pp.], bound in modern marbled paper (Excellent condition, clean and crisp). 

 

  



D. 

Alvará com força de Lei, por que Vossa Magestade ha por bem abolir o abusivo estylo, e costume dos 

antigos Cartezas, que se practicavam no Estado da India; e Ordenar, que as Prezas feitas sobre os 

Piratas, e Cosarios pertençam aos Commnadantes, Officiaes, e Equipagens das Embarcações de 

Guerra, que as aprezarem; tudo na forma assima declarada. 

 

Lisbon: na Regia Officina Typografica, January 16, 1774. 

 

4°: [4 pp.], bound in modern marbled paper (Excellent condition, clean and crisp). 

 

A collection of 4 important Portuguese royal decrees announcing sweeping legal reforms in Goa, 

including the ‘Alvará’ that established the state’s new code for combatting piracy in the Indian Ocean; 

all part of the Marquis de Pombal’s radical Enlightenment agenda for the Portuguese Empire – all the 

pamphlets are very rare and in stellar condition. 

 

This is a collection of four very rare and important Portuguese royal decrees relating to the Prime 

Minister Marquis de Pombal’s radical changes to the administrative, legal and economic systems of the 

Estado da Índia, which included Goa and her dependencies, part of the grander Pombaline Reforms that 

modernised Portugal and her empire during the period from 1755 to 1777.   

By the mid-18th Century, Goa, while historically a source of great wealth for Metropolitan Portugal, was 

in a doldrum, hamstrung by its extremely corrupt and archaic political and legal systems.  Seeking to 

recharge Goa’s economy and its trade with Portugal, Pombal had King José I sign the Carta de Lei 

(Royal Charter) of April 10, 1769, which ordained a complete reordering of the colony’s governance and 

economic systems.   However, as the charter only proscribed broad outlines for the reforms, specific 

pieces of legislation addressing numerous elements of administration and life in Goa needed to be 

devised, a process that took five more years.  

The present four royal decrees (here designated A, B, C, and D) were all issued in Lisbon in January 

1774, and were devised by Pombal, but made in the name of King José I, and are all important pieces of 

legislation following up on the 1769 mandate.  Pamphlet A is a Carta de Lei that orders the immediate 

dismissal of Goa’s entire judicial body (considered by Pombal to be hopelessly corrupt), to be replaced 

by judges and magistrates appointed by the King’s handpicked governor, who were expected to apply the 

law in a professional, liberal-Enlightenment fashion.  Item B is an Alvará (legal license, or edict) directly 

relating to the former in that it explains, in great detail, the roles of specific elements of the new judicial 

system.   

Pamphlet C is an Alvará that orders the dismissal of the main civil officers of Goa and articulates a new 

system by which elections were to be held for their replacements, but only admitting with candidates of 

fine qualifications who were pre-approved by the Governor.  It was hoped that this would expel corrupt 

local figures from all positions of power.  

Last, but certainly not least is D, an intriguing Alvará which outline’s Pombal new system for combatting 

piracy off the coast off India while cracking down on the Portuguese Navy and coastguard’s penchant for 

harassing and shaking down foreign merchant vessels.  While this new order encourages the Portuguese 

authorities to redouble their efforts to combat the notorious Konkan and Malabar pirates, it proscribes 

severe penalties for interfering with legitimate commercial trade.  It also provides a schedule for how 

legitimate prizes seized from pirates should be divided amongst Portuguese officials in Goa, while 

banning the dissemination of confiscated arms. 

By the custom of the Portuguese court of time, each new piece of legation was initially printed as a 

separate quarto pamphlet by the Regia Officina Typografica in Lisbon; additionally, the same text was 

sometimes (but not always) printed as a broadside.  Afterwards the text of the pamphlet was included in 

the court’s large, regularly-printed law books.  Also true to custom, all the pamphlets commence with the 

King listing his titles, starting with ‘Eu El Rey’ [I the King], to be immediately followed by the text body 

of the legislation in question.  The titles of each pamphlet are found at the conclusion of the text, below 

the signatures of the King and Pombal. 

All the 18th Century Portuguese pamphlets featuring royal decrees are today very rare, including the 

present examples.  They were made to be circulated and their survival rate is very low.  The present 

examples not only concern important pieces of legislation relating to a prize colony, Goa, but are also in 

unusually stellar condition. 

 

The Royal Decrees in Focus 

The first item in the collection, A, is an important Carta de Lei, dated January 15, 1774, which 

commands a dramatic overhaul of Goa’s notoriously corrupt justice system, enacting a key (but as yet 

unrealized) provision of the Carta de Lei of April 10, 1769.   This act calls for all members of the current 

judicial system to be immediately dismissed, accusing them of “cumbersome abuses” and for all laws 

that are not consistent with the 1769 charter to “cease to exist as of they never existed before”.  In their 

place the Junta da Real Fazenda was to become the supreme legal body in Goa, whereupon the Governor 

was to henceforth act as the colony’s Chief Justice, with the Ombudsman serving as his first deputy 

(notably these officials were directly appointed by the King, i.e. Pombal).  The Governor and 

Ombudsman would appoint their subordinates from figures supposedly clean from corruption, and who 

bore professional qualifications.  It also calls for the reform of laws to fit what we would consider today 



to be liberal-Enlightenment standards.  As the courts had long been used to legitimize the corrupt and 

arbitrary measures of the local elite, far from being an academic exercise, this Carta did much to 

professionalise the judiciary, dealing a severe blow to the clique that had traditionally ruled Goa.  

The second item, B, is a lengthy and meticulously detailed Alvará, dated January 15, 1774, which fleshes 

out what is ordained in A above, the Carta de Lei of the same date.  In Title I, it establishes the Governor 

as the supreme regulator of justice in Goa, while Title II details the precise role of the Ouvidor Geral 

(Ombudsman, the Governor’s deputy chief justice).  Title III details the role of the Dos Juizes de Fóra 

(the judges in the Goa’s dependencies).  Title IV, Ordem Judicial dos Feitos Civeis, articulates the new 

orders for the administration of Civil Law, while Title V, Ordem Judicial dos Feitos Crimes, codifies the 

new regulations for Criminal Law.  Title VI, Meza do Paço, explains how Goa’s new legal framework 

fits into the grander legal sphere of the Portuguese empire.  Finally, Title VII, Disposições Gerais 

(General Provisions) outlines the overall liberal-Enlightenment sprit in which the new regulations should 

be carried out, citing various precedents and overriding laws that should be observed.  

Pamphlet C is an important Alvará, dated January 15, 1774, ordering the reformation of Goa’s civil 

government, enacting another key (but unrealized) provision of the Carta de Lei of April 10, 1769.  

Hitherto the civilian administration had been dominated by corrupt local officials who tended to ignore or 

circumvent the Lisbon-appointed Governor.  This new order calls for all the incumbent officials to be 

dismissed and replaced with those approved by the Governor, who would be given augmented powers.  

The Council President, the head of government (below the Governor, who was Viceroy), would serve a 

3-year term.  He would be elected by the colony’s landowners; however, only candidates approved by the 

Governor and of noble rank would be eligible to run (so weeding out corrupt local figures).  The 

Governor would likewise appoint suitable candidates (with appropriate professional qualifications) who 

were eligible for election as town councillors, civil magistrates, procurers, ward masters, writers, and 

weight & measures inspectors, etc.  Any existing laws that interfered with this new order were hereby 

rendered null and void.  This decree struck at the heart of the old corrupt system by literally banishing the 

culprits from power. 

The fourth work, D, is clearly of the greatest interest to a wider modern audience, even if items A, B, and 

C were more fundamentally more important.  This Alvará, dated January 16, 1774, features Pombal’s 

new code for regulating Goa’s anti-piracy efforts against the Konkan and Malabar pirates; creating a 

formal system for the dispersal of legitimate prizes; while preventing abuses on the part of Portuguese 

officials (i.e. the looting ships that were not actual pirate vessels). 

The document commences by castigating the “abusive style of the old customs”, referring to the chaotic 

and rapacious nature of the Portuguese navy, coastguard and customs officials operating out of Goa.  It 

must be noted that during much of the 18th Century, the world’s greatest pirate problem arguably existed 

off the West Coast of India, whereupon well-organized bands of Konkan and Malabar pirates (often 

backed by the powerful Maratha Confederacy or various local Indian rulers) created havoc for all manner 

of shipping.  While the British Royal Navy and the EIC Navy cooperated with the Portuguese Navy and 

coastguard to control the scourge, this proved difficult, as the Indian pirates were clever and persistent.  

The high rate of loss from pirate attacks was driving European shipping insurance premiums through the 

roof, while the cost of providing naval escorts for merchant convoys was immense.  Piracy was proving a 

major drag upon trade, greatly affecting the economies of both Goa and British India.   

Pombal knew that the anti-piracy campaign was being hindered as Portuguese officers and officials 

seemed to be ‘distracted’ with other matters.  Finding it difficult to seize actual Indian pirate vessels, the 

Portuguese Navy and coastguard operating out of Goa took to interdicting merchant ships of neutral (and 

sometimes even friendly) nations, unfairly accusing their captains of ‘smuggling’, and confiscating their 

valuable cargo.  This was tantamount to state-sponsored banditry, if not piracy, on the high seas!  The 

Portuguese officers would then proceed to squabble over the division of the loot with civilian officials 

onshore.  This arbitrary abuse of power was making Goa into a ‘no go zone’ for legitimate foreign 

traders, further dampening the colonial economy.  This situation was also upsetting EIC officials in 

Bombay, which was worrying, as Britain was the guarantor of Goa’s military security. 

Specifically, this Alvará makes it pain that Portuguese naval and coastguard officers were henceforth not 

to harass foreign vessels for any reason, except those from nations currently at war with Portugal, or, of 

course the vessels of “armed Infidels”, meaning Indian pirates.  Moreover, not only must Portuguese 

marine officials refrain from hindering merchant vessels, they must actively assist any and all ships from 

allied and neutral nations that enter Portuguese waters while fleeing pirates, or otherwise in distress.  It is 

here made crystal clear that Portugal must protect commerce on the seas.  Failure to respect these orders 

would result in the immediate dismissal and criminal prosecution.  

At the same time, efforts must be redoubled to interdict actual pirate vessels; greater resources would be 

given to the navy and coastguard for this purpose.  Importantly, as an incentive to this end, and to provide 

a structure to prevent squabbling between Portuguese officials, a strict schedule for dividing prizes 

legitimately seized from pirates was proscribed.  

Here the King remarks that he considers it improper for him to take any part of the prizes.  Rather, the 

proceeds would be divided amongst the Portuguese officials in Goa who were responsible for seizing the 

pirate vessels.  The haul for each seizure should be divided into eights: 2/8 should be shared amongst the 

officers of the relevant Portuguese ships; 2/8 ought to be split amongst the Goa Armoury officials; 2/8 

should be divided amongst the pilots, carpenters and other technical support staff; while 2/8 should be 

given to the crew of the relevant vessel.  Any other system of disbursing prize money and treasure would 

be considered illegal and tantamount to theft, with the requisite punishments.  This schedule notably cuts 

out Goa’s famously corrupt customs officials, who did little to suppress piracy, but profited mightily 

from state-sponsored banditry.   



As arms captured from pirate vessels had often traditionally been sold on the black market, sometimes to 

entities with designs contrary to the Portuguese state, the new system orders that henceforth all captured 

arms should be given to the Goa Armoury (which was supposedly to be overseen by new, incorruptible 

officials).  As such, this is an early example of ‘gun control’.  Finally, it commands that copies of the 

Alvará must be prominently displayed in public places in Goa and that every ship leaving its port must 

display a copy affixed to its mast, such that crew members will not be ignorant of its directives. 

 Goa and the Pombaline Reforms 

Sebastião José de Carvalho e Melo (1699 - 1782), better known as the Marquis of Pombal (a title he 

gained in 1770), was one of the greatest statemen of the European Enlightenment, who utterly 

transformed Portugal (and its empire) following a period of national crisis.  Hailing from a very low 

place in the aristocracy, he always bitterly resented Portugal’s establishment, which consisted of the great 

noble families and the Church; he considered them decadent and corrupt, and it followed that their sloth 

was holding Portugal back.   

Pombal was a brilliant diplomat, who served with unusual distinction in the important roles as 

Ambassador to London and Vienna.  Upon the ascension of King José I (1750-77), who condsidered 

himself a reformer, Pombal was appointed Foreign Minister.  He was despised by the majority of the 

Royal Court, who found his ‘extreme’ liberal views and forceful personality unsettling.  However, they 

were somewhat relieved that he seemed preoccupied with external affairs, having little power to threaten 

their traditional privileges.  

The Great Earthquake of Lisbon (November 1, 1755), which virtually destroyed the city and much of 

Portugal’s domestic economy, changed everything.  While others dithered, Pombal confidently took 

control of the situation, gaining José’s complete confidence.  He was appointed Prime Minister and, 

given the king’s weak nature, became the autocrat of Portugal.   

In what became known as the Pombaline Reforms, he acted with alacrity and boldness to transform the 

country and its overseas possessions.  He quickly rebuilt Lisbon on a rational, modern plan, and radically 

overhauled the country’s economy to stimulate the manufacturing sector, international trade and to raise 

government revenues.  He tackled corruption and inefficiency, unlocking the potential of manyindustries.  

He encouraged Enlightenment education and science, abolished slavery, ended the Inquisition and 

removed the prohibition on Jews.   

Pombal was met with extreme blowback from members of the establishment; however, he managed to 

ruthlessly bulldoze his opposition.  In 1758, he had the entire Távora Family (a leading noble house and 

his arch-nemesis) either executed or exiled on flimsy evidence that they attempted to assassinate the 

King; and in 1759, on Pombal’s designs, Portugal became the first country to abolish the Jesuit Order 

(which he despised).  In 1762, he solidified his power when Portugal defeated a Spanish invasion, a 

victory due to Pombal’s’ reinvigoration of the military and his excellent diplomatic rapport with London 

(which yielded timely British military assistance).  

With Metropolitan Portugal back on track, Pombal turned his attention to reforming its overseas empire, 

such that it could once gain economically benefit Lisbon.  He supported Brazil to expand its boundaries 

into new, resource-rich parts of the South American Interior, while imposing much needed reforms to the 

administration of Angola and Mozambique. 

In the late 1760s, Pombal turned his attention to Goa and its dependencies.  Goa had been the main 

Portuguese base in Asia since 1510.  Described as the “Rome of Asia” for the next century and a half, it 

was inarguably the most important European centre in Asia, controlling a vast maritime empire of trading 

ports that extended from Mozambique to Japan.  Made vastly wealthy through spices, precious metals 

and other treasures, Goa was the largest single source of wealth for the Portuguese crown.   

However, during the mid-17th Century, Portugal lost most of its Asian possessions following a series of 

conflicts with the Dutch East India Company (the VOC).  It also came to lose much of its market share of 

the European-Asian trade to the VOC, as well as English and French competition.   

By the beginning of the 18th Century, the Estado da Índia was a shadow if its former self, being limited to 

Goa and few minor dependencies along the west coast of the subcontinent.  

Goa was, however, still a great entrepôt of commerce generating significant revenues for Portugal, which 

had itself suffered economic decline.  That being said, the colony’s government and economy were 

blighted by corruption.  While graft and inefficiency were common in all colonies (not to mention the 

mother countries themselves), it was especially serious in Goa.  While the colonial Governor was directly 

appointed by Lisbon, many of the other officials, including judges, custom officials and civil 

administrators were chosen locally.  Moreover, the Church, especially the Jesuit Order exercised 

immense power far beyond its religious mandate.  The colony came to be completed controlled by a 

sophisticated syndicate of corruption and nepotism, managed by the Jesuits and local officials that was so 

powerful and resilient that it defied the efforts of honest governors to set it strait.   

By 1750, corruption was dramatically weighing down the colony’s economy.  A large percentage of the 

annual revues that Goa was meant to remit to Lisbon was being taken by graft, while the colony’s 

mariners, merchants and farmers suffered terribly by having to pay enormous bribes to a variety of ever 

greedier officials and prelates.  While an exact accounting is hard to measure, by this time it seemed that 

Goa was becoming a net drag upon Portugal.   

Pombal was determined to take a sledgehammer to the established power network in Goa through an 

elaborate process of legal reforms that would take five years to enact, between 1769 and 1774.  The 

abolition of the Jesuit Order had already dealt a major blow to the colonial establishment; however, 



Pombal moved to enforce the end of the Inquisition in Goa, which was done in 1774.  This, and other 

reforms dramatically reduced the Church’s influence upon the colony.   

The Carta da Lei of April 10, 1769 gave Pombal the mandate to reshape Goa’s administrative system, 

granting Lisbon greater direct powers of the colony’s day-to-day governance.  This charter was brought 

into life over the next five years by a series of separate legal acts, including the present four royal 

decrees, that triggered transformative changes to Goa’s civil establishment, economy, and its religious 

and social affairs.  By 1774, these embraced virtually every aspect of the colonial life, with the view to 

making the colony less corrupt, less clerical, and more subject to Pombal’s centralizing liberal-

Enlightenment agenda.  

In 1777, upon the death of José I, Maria I ascended the throne.  She was a conservative reactionary who 

personally despised Pombal; he was immediately sacked and banished to his country estates, where he 

lived in retirement until his death in 1782.  In 1778, Maria I attempted to roll bank many of Pombal’s 

reforms in both Metropolitan Portugal and the colonies (including Goa).  She reinstated the Inquisition 

and whatever she could of the traditional network of cronyism.  However, this regressive agenda was 

only partially successful, as Pombal’s new ways had taken on a life of their own, giving rise to a new 

generation of industries, business leaders and civil servants who were able to avoid entrapment in the old 

system.  In Goa, while some of the old problems of corruption returned, for many years the colony 

functioned far more efficiently that it did before Pombal, such that the reforms announced in the present 

royal decrees had an enduring legacy. 

Metropolitan Portugal suffered terribly during the Napoleonic Wars, which also placed severe burdens 

upon the economies of her colonial domains.  Perhaps not surprisingly, after the wars, Maria I’s 

reforming successor, João VI (reigned 1816-26), revived many of the Pombaline concepts to get the 

Portugal’s economy back on track.  

References: An example of Item A:  Bibl. Mun. de Elvas: JHT2172CCXCIX; Items B, C, D with no 

other examples traced in bibliographical databases, including Porbase (Portuguese Bibliographical 

database). Cf. [Background:] Instrucções com que el-rei D. José I. mandou passar ao Estado da India o 

governador, e capitão general, e o arcebispo primaz do oriente, no anno de 1774 (Panjim, Goa: na 

Typographia Nacional, 1841), passim.; Kenneth Maxwell, Pombal, Paradox of the Enlightenment 

(London, 1995), passim. 

 

€1,500.00  

  



3. SUDAN / EGYPT – MAHDIST WAR - PAIR OF MAPS: 

 

A pair of fine, separately issued maps that represent the first broadly accurate general  mapping of 

Southern Egypt and Northern Sudan; important masterpieces of frontier military cartography printed 

during the Siege of Khartoum, and which served as the definitive maps used by Anglo-Egyptian forces for 

the remainder of the Mahdist War (1881-99), the epic contest for control of Sudan; drafted at the 

Intelligence Branch of the War Office under the direction of Major William R. Fox.  

 

 

Author: William R. FOX / THE INTELLIGENCE BRANCH, WAR OFFICE. 

Code: 67512 

 

#1. 

Map of the Nile Provinces from the Railway Terminus at Siût to Berber. Compiled in the Intelligence 

Branch, War Office, from the Most Recent Manuscripts. 1884. 

London: W. Brider for The Intelligence Branch, The War Office, [Late] 1884. 

Chromolithograph (black and brown) with original additional hand colour, contemporarily mounted upon 

linen, green cloth edging renewed to style, inked manuscript title to verso (Very Good, some areas of 

toning, light stains and creasing, but overall quite pleasing), 61 x 85 cm (24 x 33.5 inches). 

[and] 

  

#2. 

Map of the Nile Provinces from the Third Cataract (Hannek) to Khartum. 

London: Harrison & Son for The Intelligence Branch, The War Office, December 1884. 

Chromolithograph (black and brown) with original additional hand colour, contemporarily mounted upon 

linen, green cloth edging renewed to style, inked manuscript title to verso (Very Good, some areas and 

lines of toning, some creasing, closed tear with no loss extending into map on left side, but still quite 

pleasing), 105 x 67 cm (41.5 x 26.5 inches).   

 

This pair of large separately issued maps represents the first broadly accurate general maps of Southern 

Egypt and Northern Sudan.  They were made by the Intelligence Branch of the War Office (the British 

military’s spy and reconnaissance service) during the early days of the Mahdist War (1881-99), an epic 

18-year long struggle between Anglo-Egyptian forces and the indigenous Mahdist movement for control 

of Sudan.  Notably, the maps appeared during the most dramatic event of the conflict, the Siege of 

Khartoum (March 12, 1884 – January 26, 1885), which resulted in the shocking defeat and massacre of 

the Anglo-Egyptian garrison, including its famous commander, General Charles Gordon.  The present 

works were the authoritative maps used by the Anglo-Egyptian forces during numerous campaigns for 

the remainder of the war. 

The maps are unusually fine works of frontier military cartography, being finely edited composites of 

formal trigonometrical surveys and military reconnaissance mapping.  The stellar overall accuracy of the 

maps is especially impressive as the surveyors responsible for the antecedent manuscripts operated 

within what was arguably the most dangerous theatre in the entire world! 

On both maps the River Nile snakes though the desert, while the fertile alluvial valleys that exist along 

some parts of its course are coloured green, as points of elevation are expressed though finely executed 

lithographic shading.  All cities, towns and villages of any consequence are marked, as roads (in the few 

places where they exist), while the ancient caravan routes are traced across the desert.  All major 

topographical features are noted, including oases (with ‘wells’, critical for survival in such a climate), 

while some areas feature comments such as ‘Good Pasture Land’.  Also noted are the various cataracts 

and rapids along the Nile, which posed impediments to steamship travel.  The routes of telegraph lines 

(many of which were newly erected) are delineated, as are the routes of proposed railways.  Interestingly, 

the maps note numerous archaeological sites (ex. the ‘Site of Thebes’ near Luxor).  All considered, the 

maps provide every imaginable feature required by an Anglo-Egyptian Army on the move through a 

merciless desert landscape, inhabited by fierce enemy warriors. 

While the present maps overlap somewhat (with both showing the stretch of territory between Hannek 

and Berber), they were intended to be complimentary, and together they provided the authoritative 

cartographic depiction of the key military theatre of the Mahdist War.  Both maps were, as will be 

discussed later, issued in several revised editions; however, all examples of the maps are scarce, while 

both maps of the pair are seldom found together, as here. 

Both present maps were carefully compiled from the best manuscripts at the Intelligence Branch, a 

special advisory division of the War Office that was established in 1873.  The Branch’s mandate was to 

provide military strategists at Whitehall, as well as commanders operating in the field, with the most 

accurate information on both the opposing forces as well as the theatre of war.  Under its hard-charging 

director, Henry Brackenbury, a disciple of General Sir Garnet Wolseley (who was later to play key role 

on the Mahdist War), the Branch assembled an elaborate network of informants /spies, as well as corps of 

skilled reconnaissance officers who were responsible for a making maps and descriptions of war 

zones.  While the Quartermaster Generals’ Office of the British Army had carried out similar functions 

for generations as part of its larger mandate, the specialized focus and professionalism of the Intelligence 

Branch brought the collection and targeted dissemination of topographical intelligence to a dramatically 

higher standard.  In 1888, the Branch become the Directorate of Military Intelligence, which existed until 

1964, when it became known simply as Defence Intelligence (DI), the name under which it operates to 

the present day. 

 



  



The present maps were made under the close supervision of Major (later Coronel) William R. Fox.  Fox 

had previously served for many years in South Africa, distinguishing himself in combat during both the 

Anglo-Zulu War (1879) and the First Anglo-Boer War (1880-1).  As a member of the Royal Artillery 

attached to the Quartermaster General’s Office, he became an expert at frontier reconnaissance and 

surveying.  In 1882, he was appointed as the supervisor of cartography at the Intelligence Branch in 

London.  There, Fox carefully sifted through the hundreds of field manuscript surveys that were arriving 

fast and furious at the War Office.  From these sources, he did a stellar job of selecting only the most 

accurate mapping for the preparation of the Branch’s printed maps that were to be used by British 

officers during ongoing military operations.  In addition to the present works Fox oversaw the creation of 

important maps related to the 1882 Egypt Campaign, whereby Britain made that country a protectorate; 

several route maps and plans of specific regions of Sudan, such as the Sketch Map of Country between 

Suakin and Berber with notes on the Principal Routes (1884), much of the information of which were 

integrated into the present works; maps of lands bordering Sudan, such as a Map of Abyssinia and 

adjacent Red Sea Coast (1886) and General Map of the Italian Colony of Eritrea and Adjoining 

Countries (1886); and works related to his old stomping ground, such as the Map of the South-western 

Frontier of the South African Republic including the adjacent portions of Bechuanaland, Griqualand 

West and the Orange Free State (1885).  His maps of Sudan also became the basis of a popular 

commercial publication, Bacons’ Large-Print Map of Egyptian Sudan (1884), albeit featuring a 

simplified rendering of the topography.  Although Fox retired from the Intelligence Branch in 1888, 

many of his maps were reissued for some years thereafter, ensuring that his work had an enduring legacy. 

  

The Maps in Focus 

 

The first map of the pair, Map of the Nile Provinces from the Railway Terminus at Siût to Berber, covers 

a lengthy part of the Nile in Upper Egypt and Northern Sudan, from just above the 27th down to the 18th 

Parallel.  At the very top, the map commences at ‘Siut’ (today Asyut), which since 1874 had been the 

terminus of the main Nile line of the Egyptian National Railway.  This marked the furthest point to where 

British and Egyptian troops could travel from Cairo in relative speed and comfort; past Asyut, they 

would have to move by mixture of boat and horse, the latter being arduous and very dangerous (given the 

high frequency of Mahdist ambushes).  Continuing up the Nile, here lined with verdant fields, one passes 

Luxor, until reaching ‘Assuan’ (Aswan), were boat travel is interrupted by the 1st Cataract (today Aswan 

is home to the High Aswan Dam, that barrages the river, creating the massive Lake 

Nasser).  Travelling… 

 

CLICK HERE FOR A LONGER DESCRIPTION 

 

€1,200.00  

  

https://www.pahor.de/sudan-egypt-mahdist-war-pair-of-maps.html


4. VIENNA - ROUND PANORAMA – SIEGE OF 1529 

 

DER STADT WIEN BELEGERUNG, WIE DIE AUFF DEM HOHEN SANT STEFFANSTHURN 

ALLENTHALBEN GERINGS VM DIE GANTZE STADT ZU WASSER .. 

 

A large mid-19th century lithograph by a lithographer and art historian Albert von Camesina represents 

Vienna and its surroundings during the siege of 1529 as first shown on a practically unobtainable 

woodcut by Nicolaus Meldemann from 1530. 

 

Author: Nikolaus MELDEMANN († 1552) - Albert von CAMESINA (1806 - 1881). 

Place and Year: Vienna: Albert von Camesina 1851. Lithographed by K. K. Hof- und Staats- Druckerei 

[Emperor's Court and State Press]. 

Technique: Colour lithograph on thicker paper, originally dissected in 6 segments and contemporarily 

mounted upon linen, brown cloth edging (Very Good, minor staining) 87,5 x 88,5 cm (34.5 x 34.8 

inches). 

Code: 67510 

 

This large detailed round view of Vienna was made in 1851 by a lithographer and researcher of Viennese 

history Albert von Camesina and was based on an extremely rare woodcut from 1530. The view, with the 

centre on the cathedral, embraces the area of the old city and expands to the horizon with hills at the 

back. The detailed scenes represent battles with Turks on the suburbs, outside of the city walls. 

The original woodcut was made in 1530 by a Nuremberg based printer Nikolas Meldemann (died 1552) 

and it represented the First Siege of Vienna of 1529. The draft was made by an unknown artist observing 

the siege from the tower of the cathedral of St. Stephan in the centre of the city. The woodcut is 

extremely rare and practically unobtainable. 

The facsimile edition in the technique of lithography was made by a famous Viennese historian and 

lithographer Albert von Camesina, who was known for his researches and articles on the local history. 

Camesina was known for his elaborate colourful maps representing the layers of Vienna. The map was 

lithographed by the Court and State Press in 1851 in an expensive technique with colours in a large scale. 

The goal was to present the details of the city and its neighbouring towns and villages, which were until 

that time only preserved on the rare Meldemann’s plan, not accessible to the wider public or to the 

researchers. 

The lithographed map is as well very rare. We could only find one institutional example (Wien 

Museum).  

€650.00  



5. ZARAGOZA IMPRINT - TURKISH WARS - ANGLO-PORTUGUESE ALLIANCE: 

 

 

Relacion verdadera de los sucessos politicos, y militares e la mayor parte de la Europa, hasta fin de 

Julio seste año 1661. 

 

 

A very rare Zaragoza imprint covering events across Europe during the late spring and early summer of 

1661, focussing on the Ottoman takeover of Transylvania, the Venetian-Ottoman conflict in both 

Dalmatia and Crete, as well as the renewal of the Anglo-Portuguese Alliance that would ultimately 

secure Lisbon’s long-term independence from Madrid.  

 

 

Place and Year: Zaragoza: Por Augustin Verges, A los Señales, 1661. 

Technique: 8°: [4 pp.], bound in modern marbled paper (Very Good, some light even toning and wear 

along gutter but not affecting text). 

Code: 

 

This intriguing little work, printed in Zaragoza, covers major events across Europe that occurred in the 

late spring and early summer of 1661; notably, the Ottoman takeover of Transylvania, the Venetian-

Ottoman conflict in both Dalmatia and Crete, as well as the renewal of the Anglo-Portuguese Alliance 

that would ultimately ensure Lisbon’s independence from Madrid.  The publisher, Augustín Verges, 

would have gleaned the information from foreign newspapers and broadsides.  In Spain, during this 

period before regular newsletters were common (Spain’s first newspaper, the Gaceta de Madrid, an 

official government organ, was founded in 1661) and when all publishing was heavily censored, the 

public depended upon officially licensed pamphlets and broadsides for knowledge of current events 

abroad.  

 

The present work is very rare.  Vague bibliographical references indicate that there are perhaps a couple 

of other examples in institutions, although we cannot trace their whereabouts (perhaps they are in 

provincial Spanish libraries not covered by major databases; there seem to be no examples in major 

libraries, including the Biblioteca Nacional de España); moreover, we cannot find any sales records for 

the work from the last generation. 

 

The first section, ‘Prodigos que se han visto en Turquia’ (pp. 1-2), concerns events surrounding the 

ongoing struggle between Austria and Venice, on one side, and the Ottoman Empire, on the other.  While 

Spain was not directly involved in the mentioned wars, both Spain and Austria (the main anti-Turkish 

force) were ruled by branches of the same Habsburg family, while Spaniards generally maintained a  

  



strong sense of solidarity with their Christian brethren, having themselves battled Muslim powers for 

centuries.   

 

The segment commences with a report, dated May 30, 1661, from Pressburg (Bratislava) of the sighting 

of a great comet on May 30, 1661.  The phenomenon was seen by figures across Europe, including the 

Pope in Rome, as an omen, hopefully hailing the victory of the Christian armies over the Muslim Turks.  

However, events did not really turn out that way. 

 

The present work goes on to recount the situation in the Principality of Transylvania, a Protestant-ruled 

land which had until recently enjoyed a ‘golden age’ of prosperity, having successfully maintained its 

autonomy from both Habsburg Austria and the Ottomans.  While it has, since 1526, technically been a 

vassal of the Ottoman Empire, Transylvania had enjoyed almost complete internal independence.  

However, in 1658, the Transylvanian leader, here called the ‘Principe Ragotzky’, being Prince George II 

Rákóczi, rashly decided to invade Poland without Istanbul’s blessing.  The Transylvanian armies were 

eventually defeated, and George II was killed (May 1660), causing the near collapse of the state.  The 

Ottomans invaded Transylvania, while George II’s successors asked Vienna (their traditional enemy) for 

help fighting off the Sublime Porte.  However, a secret agreement between the Habsburgs and Istanbul 

ensured that the Austrians did not get involved, guaranteeing Transylvania’s defeat.  From that point 

onwards, Transylvania became a closely-controlled client state of the Ottoman Empire.  

 

The next section, ‘De Venicia’ (p. 2 - 3), concerns Venice’s seemingly endless struggle against the 

Ottoman Empire.  It notes that the Venetian coastal cities of Zara (Zadar), Spoleto (Split) and Cattaro 

(Kotor), were then under intense pressure from an Ottoman army of 60,000 men from Bosnia 

commanded by Hali Pasha. 

 

The work then turns to the ongoing Cretan War, (1645-69), whereby the Ottomans were attempting to 

wrest control of Crete from Venice.  It notably mentions the continuing Siege of Candia (modern 

Heraklion), which lasted 21 years (1648-69), making it the second-longest siege in history.  The 

Ottomans would eventually prevail, assuming complete control of Crete in 1669. 

 

Next, the work turns its focus towards the ongoing Portuguese Restoration War (1640-68).  Following 

the dissolution of the Iberian Union of Spain and Portugal in 1640, Portugal regained its independence 

and fought an on-and-off-again conflict with Spain, usually in the form of sporadic border skirmishes 

(that occasionally broke out into larger battles).  Spain stubbornly refused to acknowledge Portugal’s 

independence, viewing it a renegade province that should be brought to heel.  

 

The section ‘De Inglaterra’ (p. 3) covers the negotiations then going on in London which renewed the 

ancient Anglo-Portuguese alliance following the Restoration of Charles II to the English throne in 1660.  

Portugal was to promise England a large dowry in exchange for Charles II marrying the Portuguese 

Princess Catarina de Bragança.  These negotiations would prove successful, with the marriage occurring 

on April 23, 1662.  This alliance would have grave consequences for Spain, as Portugal would, once 

again, be protected by England, a naval superpower and Madrid’s arch-nemesis.  Nevertheless, Spain was 

determined to attack Portugal, hoping to deal a knockout blow, and once again assume control of the 

country. 

 

The section ‘De Portugal’ (pp. 3-4) concerns the Portuguese preparations for the expected Spanish 

onslaught.  In the spring and summer of 1661 Portugal was marshalling its army and bringing in large 

quantities of supplies and financial resources from its overseas empire, while England was sending 

support carried by both naval and mercantile vessels.   

 

The final section ‘Del Excercito de Estramadura’ (p. 4) concerns the dramatic bolstering of the Spanish 

army in the Extremadura region bordering Portugal in preparation for the invasion. 

 

As the present work concludes its coverage with events at the end of July 1661, it is worth mentioning 

how the Spain vs. Portugal-England contest turned out.  In 1662, Spain invaded the Alentejo region of 

Portugal, taking the major city of Évora; however stubborn Portuguese resistance, backed by a significant 

English intervention, ensured that the Spanish endeavour was defeated by 1665.  Spain formally (albeit 

reluctantly) recognized Portugal’s independence and the legitimacy of its royal House of Bragança in 

1668. 

 

References: Palau: no. 258599; Estado actual de los estudios sobre Aragon (Zaragoza, 1979). p. 320.  

 

€650.00  

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_II_R%C3%A1k%C3%B3czi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_II_R%C3%A1k%C3%B3czi


6. MALLORCA IMPRINT- HUNGARY – SECOND BATTLE OF MOHÁCS (1687) - TURKISH 

WARS   

 

Breve Resumen, de lo mas particular que han operado la armas Imperiale contra los Turcos, y sus 

armas, sacado de diferentes Gazetas en el Año de 1687. 

 

A seemingly unrecorded Mallorca imprint detailing the exciting events leading up to and during the 

momentous victory of the Holy League against the Ottoman at the Second Battle of Mohács (August 12, 

1687), which drove the Turks out of Hungary forever, plus coverage of the Venetians’ successful 

campaign against the Ottomans in Morea, Greece; published in Palma by Francisco Oliver. 

 

 

Author: Francisco OLIVER (Publisher, fl. 1661 - 1687). 

Place and Year: Mallorca [Palma]: por Francisco Oliver, 1687. 

Technique: 8°: 4 pp., bound in modern marbled paper (Very Good, just some light toning to final page). 

Code: 67522 

 

This seemingly unrecorded Mallorca imprint captures the exciting events of the Summer of 1687 leading 

up to and during the Second Battle of Second Battle of Mohács (August 12, 1687), a watershed event 

whereby allied Christian armies defeated a great Ottoman force, driving the Turks out of Hungary 

forever.  It also includes a short summary of that season’s Venetian victories against the Ottomans in 

Morea (the Peloponnese, Greece).  The events in both theatres were a part of the ongoing Great Turkish 

War (1683-99 – 26), an epic conflict whereby the Holy League of Christian powers finally turned the 

tables on the Turks, rolling back two centuries of Ottoman expansion in Europe.  The work was 

published in Mallorca by Francisco Oliver to satiate the Spanish public’s intense interest in the Turkish 

Wars.  While Spain was not directly involved in this war, both Spain and Austria (the main anti-Turkish 

force) were ruled by branches of the same Habsburg family, while Spaniards maintained a strong sense 

of solidarity with their Christian brethren, having themselves battled Muslim powers for centuries.   

The present work is seemingly unrecorded; we cannot trace even a reference to it, let alone the location 

of another example.  This is not so surprising, as the survival rate of provincial Spanish ephemeral works, 

which were only produced in small print runs, tends to be very low. 

In the summer of 1683, the Ottomans came within a whisker of taking Vienna; however, the stubborn 

resistance of the Austrian-Allied troops and the timely intervention of the army of the Polish King Jan III 

…CLICK HERE FOR A LONGER DESCRIPTION 

€650.00  

  

https://www.pahor.de/mallorca-imprint-hungary-second-battle-of-mohacs-1687-turkish-wars-breve-resumen-de-lo-mas-particular-que-han-operado-la-armas-imperiale-contra-los-turcos-y-sus-armas-sacado-de-diferentes-gazetas-en-el-a-o-de-1687.html


7. ITALIAN REPORT ON TURKS - HOLY LAND - TURKISH WARS 

 

Copia di lettera scritta da Castelnuovo dal Capitano Monaldi all’Illmo. Sigr. N.N. Con la quale gli 

dà parte havere, nell’Assedio di quella Piazza, fatto Schiavo un Turco d’anni centodieciotto, che …  

 

A seemingly unrecorded, curious account of a Venetian soldier, a ‘Capitano Monaldi’, who while on 

campaign in Dalmatia takes a 110-year old Turkish man as a slave who regales him with entertaining 

stories of events at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem.  

 

Author: ‘Capitano MONALDI’. 

Place and Year: Milan: per Marc’Antonio Pandolfo Malatesta, [1687]. 

Technique: 8°: [4 pp.], bound in modern marbled paper (Good, staining to title, small hole through upper 

part of first leaf not affecting text, some old folds). 

Code: 67523 

 

This wonderfully bizarre little work contains the text of a letter supposedly written by a Venetian soldier, 

a ‘Capitano Monaldi’, dated October 1, 1687, from Castelnuovo, Dalmatia (today Herceg Novi, 

Montenegro), written immediately after the Venetians had conquered the town from the Ottomans.   

In the account, Monaldi writes that following the seizure of Castelnuovo he encountered many Turks, 

upon whom he remarked that both the men and the women were very fond coffee and tobacco; he noted 

that tobacco leaves were very large.  Apparently, coffee and tobacco had medicinal uses which allowed 

the Turks to defy the aging process.  Monaldi goes on to claim that he has taken a captured Turk as slave 

and that, incredibly, he was 110 years old, yet still as strong and alert as a man of thirty! 

Monaldi proceeds to tell a curious story told by the Turkish centenarian about his time in Jerusalem and 

his visit to the Church of Holy Sepulchre, recalling verbal disagreements between Franciscan monks and 

Turks within one of the Christianity’s holiest sites.  

While we cannot find much information on the supposed author, we do know that a ‘Captiano Monaldi’ 

took part in the Venetian operation that succeeded in taking Castelnuovo from the Ottomans on 

September 30, 1687.  Castelnuovo (Herceg Novi) strategically guards the mouth of the Bay of Cattaro 

(Kotor), at the far southern end of Dalmatia.  It had been in Turkish hands since 1539, and its recapture 

was a major step towards Venice’s objective of regaining dominance over the Adriatic.  

…CLICK HERE FOR A LONGER DESCRIPTION 

 

€650.00  

  

https://www.pahor.de/italian-report-on-turks-holy-land-turkish-wars-copia-di-lettera-scritta-da-castelnuovo-dal-capitano-monaldi-all-illmo-sigr-n-n-con-la-quale-gli-da-parte-havere-nell-assedio-di-quella-piazza-fatto-schiavo-un-turco-d-anni-centodieciotto-che-s.html


8. PAN-SLAVISM – FICTICOUS LANGUAGES - SLAVISTICS 

 

Узајемні правопіс Славјанскі, to je: Uzajemna slovnica ali mluvnica Slavjanska. 

 

[The Uniformed Grammar of Slavinysko Language]. 

 

 

An uncommon book, written in Carinthia, Austria, by a Slovenian Catholic Priest, who believed in the 

Slavic unification, and published in Prague partly in Latin and partly in Cyrillic script includes grammar 

and exercises to standardize Slavic languages.  

 

Author: Matija MAJAR-ZILJSKI (i. e. Matthias MAYER 1809 - 1892). 

Place and Year: Prague, Czech Republic – Gorje, Slovenia – Arnoldstein, Austria: 1865, 1863, 1864. 

Technique: 8°. XIV, 236 pp. with interleaved folding plate and a title page between pp. 48-49, 

contemporary half calf with marbled boards, spine with embossed decoration and gilt title. With irregular 

dating of the three title pages, as usual (binding slightly worn, mostly on the spine and edges, otherwise 

in a good condition).  

Code: 67514 

 

An unusual book of grammar combines, according to the introduction, a Church Slavic, Russian, Serbo-

Croatian, Czech, Polish and Pan-Slavic languages, with a goal to achieve a comprehensible Slavic 

language in the mid 19th century, at the height of the period of the Pan-Slavic movement. The 

introduction and instructions are written is an unusual combination of Slovenian with Czech and other 

Slavic languages. 

The author Matija Majar-Ziljski (born Matthias Mayer, 1809 - 1892) was a Slovenian Catholic priest in 

Carinthia and a radical defended of the idea of joining the Slavic nations in the same language pool. He 
wanted to invent a language, where the Slavic people would use the version of the words, spoken by their 
majority (for example the version of the gospud/gospod instead of pan etc.). Majar-Ziljski also supported the 
use of Cyrillic script in the Slavic languages as an alternative to the Latin. 

Due to his radical ideas Majar-Ziljski was eventually moved to a parish on a remote Italian border. In 1885, 

he moved to Prague, where he lived for 7 years, until his death. 

We could only trace 8 copies in the European libraries.  

 
References: OCLC 162564244, 249125795, 645397104 & 320694951. 

 

€220.00   

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/1809
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/1892
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/1809
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/1892


9. CZECHOSLOVAK LEGION – IRKUTSK IMPRINT – SIBERIAN RAILWAY 

 

 

Первая годовщина Чехословацкой республики 

 

[Pervaia godovshchina chekhoslovatskoi respubliki. Chekhoslov.  biblioteka, vyp. 6 / The first 

anniversary of the Czechoslovak Republic. The Czechoslovak library, no. 6]. 

 

 

A rare publication in Russian language was written by a Czech author and documentarist Josef Kudela 

in Irkutsk, Russia, for the occasion of the first anniversary of the foundation of Czechoslovakia, at the 

time when the Czechoslovakian Legion took control of the Siberian Railway, heading for Vladivostok 

while escaping the closing clutches of the Red Army. 

 

 

Author: Josef KUDELA (1886 – 1942). 

Place and Year: Irkutsk: Izdanie Informatsionno-prosvietitel'nogo otdiela chekhovoisk (Tip. 

Bielogolovogo), 1919. 

Technique: Small 8°, 31 pp. with a photograph of Masaryk (page 25 numbered as 5), [1], inserted 

folding colour lithographed map (measuring 16,8 × 19,6 cm), original printed wrappers, stapled (Very 

Good, wrappers with tiny tears). 

Code: 67529 

 

This uncommon pamphlet, written by a Czech author Josef Kudela (1886-1942) in Russian language, 

was published in Irkutsk, Russia, in 1919, at the first anniversary of the Czechoslovak Republic. It 

includes a portrait of Tomáš Garrigue Masaryk and a folding map of the central Europe with new borders 

of the Czechoslovakia and other newly founded countries, with the railroad and water connections. 

The map offered information on the new transport connections in the central Europe, which were 

valuable to the members of the Czechoslovakian Legion, which depended on the train connections on 

their way home. Most of them eventually returned through the port of Trieste by railroad to their native 

country. 

The author Josef Kudela was a teacher, writer and archivist. During his time in the Czechoslovak Legion 

he gathered numberless original documents of the Legion, which he brought back home after the war. 

Kudela was murdered during WWII in the Auschwitz concentration camp.  

 

  



The Extraordinary Adventures of the Czechoslovak Legion 

 

The story of the Czechoslovak Legion is both more impressive and stranger than fiction; one could be 

forgiven for initially questioning whether it actually transpired.  

In 1914, during the early days of World War I, a small group of ethnic Czechs and Slovaks residing in 

the Russian Empire (in today’s Ukraine) proposed that the Tsar establish a special armed force comprised 

of their number to fight for Russia against the Austro-Hungarian Empire. The quid pro quo would be 

that, following an Entente victory in the war, Russia would support Czechoslovak independence from 

Austria-Hungary.  

The “Czech Companions” (Česká družina) was formed, being a single battalion of troops whose 

members where seconded to fight on the Eastern Front, attached to various Russian divisions. While a 

small and dispersed force, Russian generals were impressed with the Družina members’ zeal and martial 

skills. However, for some time, the Czechoslovak endeavour remained a marginal force. 

In September 1915, the Družina received additional legitimacy, as it came to report to the newly-formed 

Czechoslovak National Council, an exile government- in-waiting led by the distinguished Moravian 

intellectual, Tomáš Garrigue Masaryk, subsequently the founding President of Czechoslovakia.  

In 1916, the Družina’s ranks were reformed and augmented, and the force was renamed the 

Czechoslovak Rifle Brigade (Československá střelecká brigáda). Importantly, the Czechoslovaks could 

fight as a united, coherent unit for the first time. However, the Brigade’s growth was limited, as it was 

still prevented from freely recruiting new members from Russian POW camps. The Tsar’s men feared the 

emergence of a large army of foreigners with questionable loyalty to Russia, so sought to limit the 

Brigade to a manageable size  

The overthrow of Tsar Nicholas II in the February (March, New Style) 1917 Revolution, and the 

establishment of the Russian Provisional Government, saw improvements in the Czechoslovaks’ 

prospects. The Brigade distinguished itself by overrunning the Austro-Hungarian lines at the Battle of 

Zborov (July 1-2, 1917).  

The Provisional Government was impressed with the Czechoslovaks’ military capabilities and in 

desperate need of manpower. In a transformative move, they allowed them to form themselves into a 

semi-autonomous army, the Czechoslovak Legion (Československá legie). Critically, the Legion was 

permitted to exponentially grow its ranks by freely recruiting thousands of new members from the 

Czechs and Slovaks held in Russian POW camps. Moreover, the Legion was supported by a small, but 

organizationally separate, corps of Yugoslavs (please see No. 1 above).  

In November 1917, the Bolsheviks assumed control of the Russian government, presenting major 

problems for the Legion. The new regime sought to quickly make peace with the Central Powers, 

eventually singing the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk (March 3, 1918), so ending the war on the Eastern Front. 

Worryingly, this geographically blocked the Legionnaires from travelling westwards to engage the 

Central Powers (and to return towards home), and, for a time, imperilled the prospect of Czechoslovak 

independence. Moreover, relations between the Legion and the Bolsheviks promised to be at best 

complicated, as most the Czechoslovaks were not naturally sympathetic to Communism, and the two 

parties did not trust each other.  

The Legion’s new plan was for them to vacate Russia by travelling eastwards 6,000 miles (9,700 km) 

across the country to Vladivostok, on the Pacific, and then sailing to France, to re-join the Entente war 

effort against the Central Powers, so securing Czechoslovak independence. Masaryk, who was personally 

present in Russia, employed his great diplomatic skills to securing an, albeit uneasy, agreement with the 

Bolsheviks to this effect. 

By early 1918, the Legion’s ranks had swelled to over 40,000 fighters, and the logistical challenges of 

transporting the force across Eurasia by the Trans-Siberian Railway were hindered by a severe lack of 

rolling stock. It was at this point that the German army mounted a lightning strike against the main bulk 

of the Legion, who were encamped in the Ukraine. However, the Legion secured its integrity by 

defeating the Germans at the Battle of Bakhmach (March 5-13, 1918). 

The Legion was now locked a race against time. The main bulk of the force moved to Penza, in 

Bolshevik-controlled Russia, in preparation to gradually, in organized parties, to take the Trans-Siberian 

Railway eastwards. However, relations between the Czechoslovaks and the Bolsheviks were rapidly 

deteriorating. The Soviet leader, Vladimir Lenin, (rightly) feared that that the Legionnaires might align 

themselves with the White Russian forces who still controlled large parts of Siberia. On March 25, 1918, 

the Legion was compelled to agree to surrender most of their weapons to the Red Army in exchange for 

the Bolsheviks permitting them free passage eastwards.  

By May 1918, the Legionnaires were strung out at various points all among the Trans-Siberian Railway, 

their progress severely hindered by a lack of rolling stock. The challenge was made even greater as the 

Legion’s ranks continued to grow, as thousands more Czechoslovaks were liberated from Russian camps. 

Minor skirmishes  

 broke out between Legionnaires and Soviet-allied entities, and on May 15, 1918, Leon Trotsky ordered 

the arrest and complete disarmament of the Czechoslovak Legion. This instigated what became known as 

the ‘Revolt of the Legion’, whereby the Czechoslovaks came into open conflict with the Bolsheviks, 

formally aligning themselves with the White forces in the Russian Civil War. With most of their number 

were trapped deep inside Siberia, thousands of kilometres from Vladivostok, the Czechoslovaks would 

endure an unbelievable odyssey before being able to return home.  



By June 1918, the Legion was fighting a low-grade war against the Red Army along the world’s longest 

battle front, following the route of the Trans-Siberian Railway from Penza to Krasnoyarsk. Most of the 

time, the Legion won these altercations, and, by the end of the month, its front guard had seized 

Vladivostok, pledging its allegiance to the Entente side in the still ongoing World War I.  

By mid-July 1918, the Legion had taken control of the Trans-Siberian Railway all the way from Samara 

to Irkutsk and, by September, controlled virtually all off the major cities of Siberia, from Yekaterinburg 

to Vladivostok. In August, the Legion assisted the White Russians in capturing the Imperial Gold 

Reserves in Kazan. This was all done with a force that never numbered more than 61,000 total troops. 

This period marked the apogee of the Legion’s power, and it is, even in retrospect, utterly shocking that 

an improvised army of Czechoslovaks could, albeit briefly, control such a massive chunk of Asia!  

In August 1918, the Entente powers, with Czechoslovak support, mounted the Siberian Intervention 

(August 1918 – July 1920), assuming control of Vladivostok, to aid the White Russians and to facilitate 

the departure of the Legionaries.  

Meanwhile, While Russian forces, in alliance with the Legion, had set up national entities behind 

Czechoslovak lines. The most notable was the Provisional Siberian Government, based in Omsk, which 

was set up in January 1918. Subsequently, the various White factions unified to form the Provisional All-

Russian Government (PA-RG) under the dictatorship of Admiral Alexander Kolchak. 

The most curious aspect of the Legion’s adventures was its commandeering, in late 1918, of the 

legendary Russian armoured train, the Lenin (formerly the Orlik), which they renamed the Zaamurets, 

upon which they fought their way for 18 months across Siberia. 

The Entente powers were hugely impressed with the efforts of the Czechoslovak Legion, and as Austria-

Hungary collapsed in the fall of 1918, this played a major role in the Entente acceptance of the 

Czechoslovak declaration of independence (October 28, 1918). With this, the ultimate objective of the 

Legion had been accomplished. This both made the Legionnaires even more eager to return home, while 

improving their morale, as they were still deep in Siberia - they now had their own home to return to.  

Meanwhile, the Red Army, having recovered from its teething pains, was gaining the upper hand against 

the White Russian forces, pushing them further and further eastwards. Through the year 1919, the 

progress of the Legion’s troops to Vladivostok proved frustratingly slow, due to a lack of rolling stock 

and Soviet attacks.  

By the fall of 1919, Kolchak’s Whites were being throttled by the Reds, with Omsk falling in November 

14. Kolchak himself, along with the train carrying the gold reserves, became bogged down at 

Nizhneudinsk. In February 1920, the Czechoslovaks abandoned the doomed Kolchak and the White 

cause, signing an agreement with the Red Army, by which they would be guaranteed safe passage to 

Vladivostok, in exchange for quitting the conflict. The Red Amy duly executed Kolchak and took 

possession of the gold reserves, on its way to conquering all of Russia.  

The Czechoslovaks streamed through Vladivostok, taking passage to Europe on any ship they could find. 

While many vessels were especially commandeered and ordered to the port for this purpose, it was not 

until September 1920, that the last of their number had left Russia. In total, 67,739 people left 

Vladivostok as part of the Czechoslovak party, of which 56,455 were Legion soldiers.  

Upon their return to the newly independent Czechoslovakia, the Legionnaires heroic epic formed part of 

the foundation of the nation’s identity. For generations, Czechs and Slovaks were inspired by the 

Legion’s adventures, which proved that even a small nation could achieve world-class greatness under 

the right circumstances.  

The Printing of the Czechoslovak Legion 

The printed word was highly valued by the Czechoslovak Legion. During such an odyssey, custom made 

prints were necessary to inform and entertain the thousands of troops in their native languages. 

Throughout their adventures in Russia, the Družina and the Czechoslovak Legion produced a wide 

variety of published works, although almost of these were of an ephemeral nature and are today 

extremely rare. The prints they produced in Russia can be divided into two main categories: first, being 

broadsides and pamphlets that were hastily mimeographed by the armed forces on the move, often in 

active war zones (and even aboard trains!); second, were more elaborately produced works, 

professionally published in the larger towns well behind Legion-White Russian lines (such as the present 

concert programme issued in Omsk). Beyond the titles produced in Russia, the Legionnaires also printed 

works aboard ships en route from Vladivostok to Europe. These issues often consisted of newspapers and 

broadsides, of varying print quality. 

Most of the prints made by the Czechoslovak Legion were ephemeral in nature and are today very rare. 

Worldcat list seven institutional examples of this pamphlet worldwide (University of Oxford, CL 

Technical Services - Harvard College Library, Yale University Library, University of Michigan, Ohio 

State University Libraries and University of Chicago Library, The British Library). 

 

References: OCLC 891018450 & 749044706. 

 

€580.00   



10. CZECHOSLOVAK LEGION – IRKUTSK IMPRINT – SIBERIAN RAILWAY 

 

Lví srdce: básně, 1914-1918. Knihovna Československého Denníka, sv. 6  

[Lion Hearts: Poems, 1914-1918. Library of the Czechoslovak Daily, vol. 6].  

A rare collection of original poetry was printed in Czech language in Irkutsk, Russia, at the time when 

the Czechoslovakian Legion took control of the Siberian Railway, heading for Vladivostok while 

escaping the closing clutches of the Red Army. 

 

Author: Rudolf MEDEK (1890-1940). 

Place and Year: Irkutsk: Nákladem Informačně-Osvětového Odboru Ministerstva Vojenství, [Published 

by of the Information and Educational Department of the Ministry of Military] 1919. 

Technique: Small 8°, 62 pp., original blue wrappers with printed title, stapled (tiny tears in margins, 

otherwise in a good condition).  

Code: 67530 

 

This is a rare first edition of poetry, written by a member of Czechoslovak Legion, Rudolf Medek, in 

Irkutsk, Russia.  

Lieutenant colonel Rudolf Medek (1890-1940) started his military career during WWI in the 

Czechoslovak Legion, where he published his first famous works. Upon his return to Prague, Medek 

became a recognized author. After the German invasion on Czechoslovakia, his works were on the list of 

banned authors.  

The Extraordinary Adventures of the Czechoslovak Legion & The Printing of the Czechoslovak 

Legion 

- For the description please see the item no. 9.  

This is the first edition. The poems were republished upon Medek’s return to Prague in 1921 and more 

times in the next decades. We could trace two institutional copies (Bayerische Staatsbibliothek and 

Bibliothek der Freien Universität Berlin).  

References: OCLC 643665007. 

 

€280.00   



11. CZECHOSLOVAK LEGION – KHILOK IMPRINT – SIBERIAN RAILWAY – PRINTING ON THE 

TRAIN 

 

Naše nynější krise (vyňatky). Knihovna Českosloven. Denníku sv. 14  

 

[Our Contemporary Crisis: Excerpts.  Library of the Czechoslovak Daily, vol. 14]. 

 

 

A rare pamphlet with short texts by Tomáš Masaryk, one of the founders of the Czechoslovak Legion and 

Czechoslovak Republic, and its first president, was printed on a train of the Siberian Railway by the Czechoslovak 

Legion on its way to Vladivostok, escaping the claws of the Red Army closing on them from the West.  

 

 

Author: Tomáš Garrigue MASARYK (1850-1937). 

Place and Year: Na cestě z Irkutska na východ [On the road from Irkutsk to the east] (text pages) – Khilok 

(wrappers): Tiskem Inform.-osvětového odboru československého vojska na Rusi [Printing of the Information-

Educational Department of the Czechoslovak Army in Russia] 1920.  

Technique: Small 8°, 30 pp., [1], original blue wrappers with printed title, stapled (tiny tears in margins, some 

pages with light staining, otherwise in a good condition).  

Code: 67531 

 

A rare pamphlet in Czech language, which includes short texts by Masaryk, was printed by a Czechoslovak 

Legion, on the train between Irkutsk and Khilok in Russia, as the Legion was moving towards Vladivostok, 

homebound and escaping the Red Army, which was taking over the western part of Russia. The wrappers were 

printed at the time of their arrival to Khilok. 

Tomáš Garrigue Masaryk (1850-1937) was one of the founders of the Czechoslovakian Legion, which was 

fighting on the side of the White Russians to gain the independence for their own country. Masaryk became one of 

the founders of Czechoslovakia and its first president from 1918.  

At the time of Czechoslovak independence, the Legion was still stranded in the middle of Russia, taking over the 

Siberian Railroad with a goal to reach Vladivostok, the last city to hold out against the Red Army, where the 

soldiers could board ships, to take them back home via the Adriatic Sea. The Legion was known for its printing on 

the hijacked train.  

The Extraordinary Adventures of the Czechoslovak Legion & The Printing of the Czechoslovak Legion 

- For the description please see the item no. 9.  

References: OCLC 635543298. 

 

€350.00   



12. CZECHOSLOVAK LEGION – ITALY – CZECH AVANT-GARDE - WWI 

 

Oběti. Památce Československých legionářů v Italii popravených Rakousko-Uherskem. 

 

[Victims. Memorial of Czechoslovak Legionnaires in Italy executed by Austria-Hungary]. 

 

A book in Czech language with a modern avant-garde cover, published in 1921, commemorates the victims of the 

Czechoslovakian Legion, who fought on the side of Italians during WWI to gain the independent Czech and Slovak 

country.  

 

 

Author: Josef LOGAJ, author; Bohumil PŘIKRYL (1893 - 1965), design. 

Place and Year: Prague: Čin 1921. Printed by Melantrich.  

Technique: 12°, 53 pp., [1], [16] black and white illustrations, pp. 57-58, [3], inserted original advertisement 8°, 

[2], original tan wrappers with a linocut cover, unbound as originally published (Very Good, some words lightly 

underlined with pencil, some pages with tiny tears in margins, last pages uncut on the top). 

Code: 67513 

 

A book in Czech language with a modern cover was written after WWI and commemorates the soldiers of the 

Czechoslovak legion in Italy, who were executed by the Austro-Hungarians. The text includes reports on the 

events, 33 portraits of executed soldiers, images of landscapes and of executions.  

 

The Czechoslovak Italian Legion was a legion of circa 25.000 Czech and Slovak volunteers, who fought on the 

Italian side against Austro-Hungary hoping to get their own independent country after the fall of Austro-Hungary. 

The punishment by the Austrians for the captured Slovak and Czech prisoners would be severe, to set the example 

to other soldiers, who decided to fight against their official country.  

 

The cover was designed by Bohumil Přikryl (1893 - 1965), a Czech architect and publisher. He studied 

architecture at the Czech Technical University and joined the Czechoslovak Legion in Russia during WWI. Upon 

his return to Prague in 1919 he became one of the founders of the Association of the Czechoslovakian Legionaries 

and worked actively as a publisher. During WWII Přikryl was imprisoned in a concentration camp and continued 

working as a publisher after the war.  

 

The publishing house Čin [Deed] was specialized in publications of the Association of the Czechoslovak 

Legionaries from the Italian and Russian theatres of war.  

This is a first edition. The second edition was published a year later, in 1922. We could find 8 institutional copies 

of the first edition.  

References: OCLC 46827280. 

 

€180.00  

 

  

https://cs.wikipedia.org/wiki/1893
https://cs.wikipedia.org/wiki/1965
https://cs.wikipedia.org/wiki/1893
https://cs.wikipedia.org/wiki/1965


13. CZECH AVANT-GARDE – COMMUNISM – PROPAGANDA  

 

 

Anarchistická morálka. Komunism a anarchie. Velká revoluce 

 

[Anarchist Morale. Communism and Anarchy. The Great Revolution]. 

 

 

A Czech translation of three short texts by a Russian activist and researcher Pyotr Kropotkin with an 

original linocut design by a Czech Avant-Garde artist and author Josef Čapek. 

 

Author: Pyotr KROPOTKIN (1842 – 1921), author; Josef ČAPEK (1887 – 1945), designer.  

Place and Year: Prague: Fr. Borový 1919. Printed by Politika.    

Technique: 8°. 137 pp. unbound as originally published, original wrappers with linocut cover (Very 

Good, tiny tears on the spine).  

Code: 67516 

 

Three short text on the communism, anarchism and revolution by Pyotr Kropotkin (1842 – 1921), 

originally written in Russian around 1900, were published in Prague in a Czech translation in 1919. 

Kropotkin was a Russian geographer, scientist, activist and revolutionary, who promoted Anarcho-

communism. 

The cover linocut illustration was made by Josef Čapek (1887 – 1945), a prominent Czech cubist and 

avant-garde painter, and an author. Čapek, an open opponent of Adolf Hitler and the Nazis, was arrested 

after the German invasion on Czechoslovakia in 1939. He was imprisoned in Bergen-Belsen 

concentration camp, where he died on an unknown date in 1945.  

Josef Čapek is also known as the inventor the word robot, which was introuced into literature by his 

brother, Karel Čapek, in 1920, in the play R.U.R. or Rossumovi Univerzální Roboti (Rossum's Universal 

Robots). Josef Čapek designed the cover for the publication of the play. 

Worldcat shows six institutional examples (National Library of the Czech Republic, Sächsische 

Landesbibliothek - Staats- und Universitätsbibliothek Dresden, International Institute of Social History 

(IISG), The British Library, St. Pancras, Indiana University, and Getty Research Institute). 

 

References: OCLC 55225547.  

 

€380.00 

  



14. WARSAW UPRISING - UNDERGROUND PRINTING – POLAND - WWII 

 

 

Baszta: pismo żołnierskie. 4 Issues: Nos. 11, 12, 14 and 16. 

 

[The Tower: Soldiers’ Newspaper] 
 

Author: ARMIA KRAJOWA (AK) [POLISH HOME ARMY]; Henryk KULESZA, Editor 

Place and Year: Warsaw (Mokotów District): Referat Informacji i Propagandy v Obwodu Armii 

Krajowej [Bureau of Information and Propaganda of the Home Army], September 1, 5, 12 and 20, 1944. 

Technique: 4 Issues: Nos. 11, 12, 14 and 16. All 4° (30 x 21 cm / 12 x 8.5 inches): each 6 pp. 

mimeographed (including illustrated title), no binding as issued, stapled (All slightly age-toned and 

stained, with soft folds and tiny holes in the folds, some leaves with tears, some light water staining to 

some of the leaves). 
Code: 67515 

 

The present four issues of Baszta are perhaps the highlight of the entire collection, being amongst the 

rarest and most fascinating of all Warsaw Uprising publications.  All issues of Baszta, which is believed 

to have been produced in a total of 17 numbers, were crudely mimeographed in the Mokotów District, a 

part of central Warsaw that was the scene of the some of the Uprising’s fiercest fighting. The magazine 

was issued by the Armia Krajowa’s Bureau of Information and Propaganda, specifically to be read by 

soldiers on the front line. Featuring patriotic articles, uplifting news, entertaining imagery and humorous 

anecdotes, it was designed to raise the morale of the troops who were operating under unimaginably 

stressful conditions.  

Even by the standards of Warsaw Uprising printing, all issues of Baszta are especially rare. As noted on 

some of the numbers, each issue was printed in only ‘Nakład 300. egzom.’ (300 examples), a very small 

print run, of which the clear majority would have perished during the Uprising itself. We can only trace 

examples of issues at the Archiwum Akt Nowych (Warsaw), which possess only numbers 2 to 13 and 15 

to 17 inclusive.  

Moreover, we are not aware of any other examples as having been offered on the market. Importantly, 

the present issue No. 14 seems to be the only known surviving example. 

The Warsaw Uprising: A Brief History 

The Warsaw Uprising (August 1 to October 2, 1944), represented both the climax and the downfall of the 

independent resistance to the Nazi occupation of Poland during World War II. The war commenced with   

  



Germany’s invasion of Poland on September 1, 1939, followed a little over a fortnight later, by the Soviet 

invasion of the county, from the east. Poland was totally overwhelmed with all its conventional military 

resistance quickly crushed. Pursuant to the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact (August 23, 1939), Germany 

annexed western and central Poland, while the USSR absorbed the Kresy Wschodnie, or eastern parts of 

the country.  

Immediately in the wake of the invasions, Polish resistance movements were formed, with the objective 

of opposing the occupation through acts of guerrilla warfare. The most prominent resistance movement, 

commanding the support of the mainstream elements of Polish society, backed the Polish Underground 

State (Polskie Państwo Podziemne), which by the summer of 1940 had set up a government-in-exile in 

London. Within Poland, the Underground State was represented by its military wing, the Związek Walki 

Zbrojnej (Union of Armed Struggle).  

In June 1941, Nazi Germany turned on the USSR, quickly overrunning the rest of Poland, on its way to 

invading Russia. This placed the entire country under Nazi occupation, and subject to its devious General 

plan Ost, its design to eliminate Polish society and to resettle the territory with ethnic Germans. Poland 

was subjected to an occupation of imaginable brutality directed towards its civilian population. The Nazis 

would kill almost one-fifth of the Polish people, including almost its entire Jewish community.  

Meanwhile, despite their traditional animosities, the Polish Underground State and the Soviets signed the 

Polish-Russian Military Agreement (August 14, 1941), whereby the Soviets agreed to release the 

thousands of Polish soldiers imprisoned in their gulags, while both parties outwardly agreed to bury their 

differences to form a united front against Germany. However, the mainstream Polish resistance (rightly) 

viewed the Soviets as an enduring threat, as Stalin plotted against the Polish Underground State, even as 

he was supposedly cooperating with them.  

In 1942, the Związek Walki Zbrojnej was transformed into the Armia Krajowa (Home Army, AK), and 

was formally joined by most Polish resistance groups.  By the summer of that year, it counted 200,000 

soldiers, plus millions of active civilian supporters.  

In 1943, the Soviet Union broke off diplomatic relations with the London Polish government-in-exile. 

Stalin revived the KPP (Polish Communist Part) and formed the Krajowa Rada Narodowa (KRN, 

Homeland National Council), a Communist government-in-waiting, supported its own army, the Gwardia 

Ludowa (GL, People’s Guard). To be clear, the KRN reported directly to Moscow, and was not even 

semi-autonomous. As such, many consider the organization to be an organ of the USSR, as opposed to 

part of the Polish resistance.  

The GL was much smaller and less active that the AK, having only about 5% of the manpower of its 

rival, although it was very well armed, courtesy of Moscow. While the GL participated in many low-

grade actions, it avoided serious direct confrontation with the Germans. Its main purpose seemed to be to 

spy upon and limit the effectiveness of the AK, and there are many recorded instances of the GL and its 

successors passing information to the Gestapo, which was then used against the AK.  

On January 1, 1944, the GL became the Armia Ludowa (AL, People’s Army) and later that year 

possessed a strength of 30,000 active fighters, although authoritative information on the AL is very hard 

come by, as Soviet records remain sealed.  

Returning to the Armia Krajowa, much controversy and misinformation still surrounds  the nature and 

effectiveness of the movement, causing heated disagreements up to the present day. However, most 

historians agree that the AK was the legitimate mainstream Polish resistance movement and that, while 

ultimately unsuccessful in liberating Poland, had a major effect upon the course of the war. Historian Ben 

Macintyre claimed that “The Polish contribution to allied victory in the Second World War was 

extraordinary, perhaps even decisive, but for many years it was disgracefully played down, obscured by 

the politics of the Cold War.” 

Prior to the major uprisings of 1944, the AK concentrated its energies on self defence, mainly the freeing 

of prisoners, defending civilians from Nazi genocide programmes, as well as mounting acts of sabotage 

against the Wehrmacht. Evidence shows that during the period, while far from toppling the German 

occupation, the AK managed to severely disrupt Nazi plans, tying down considerable enemy resources. 

The AK also played a crucial role in Western Allied intelligence operations, in that it is estimated that 

43% of all the intelligence received by London from Continental Europe came from the AK.  

The efforts of the Polish Underground State and the AK came to a head in the summer of 1944. By that 

time, the AK numbered over 400,000 troops, making it the largest resistance force in Europe. In many 

respects, things were looking up. Germany was facing defeat in France, Italy, Russia, as well as Eastern 

Poland, where the Soviets were driving the Wehrmacht westwards day by day. By late July 1944, the Red 

Army had driven the Germans almost to the eastern outskirts of Warsaw. 

However, the predicament of the Polish resistance was more complicated. Their support was imminently 

slated to face a crushing blow, as the Nazis planned to press all able-bodied Poles into slavery in service 

of the occupation, thus robbing the AK of their back-up manpower. Moreover, it was recognized that if 

the Soviets liberated Warsaw, then they would be able to claim control over Poland following the war, 

placing their Polish Communist comrades in charge of the country, at the expense of the Polish 

Underground State.  

Thus, it was at this juncture that the AK’s commander-in-chief, General Tadeusz Bór-Komorowski, 

decided to mount Operation Tempest, an all-out attempt to throw off the German occupation, to be staged 

in multiple rebellions across the country. The Soviets publicly supported the operation, although their 

subsequent actions would prove otherwise.  



  



The greatest aspect of the operation was Bór-Komorowski’s design to seize control of Warsaw, in what 

was to be known as the Warsaw Uprising. Beginning on August 1, 1944, the AK seized control of much 

of central Warsaw from the beleaguered, but still formidable, German forces. Ferocious, street-by-street 

fighting ensued, as the AK tried to dislodge the Wehrmacht from its urban bases. However, they were 

never able to completely drive the Germans out of their positions, setting the scene for a protracted 

struggle that was to be the largest single resistance military effort of World War II. 

It soon became clear that the AK had fallen into a Soviet trap, which Arthur Koestler called “one of the 

major infamies of this war”. Stalin knew that he would defeat Germany sooner or later, and had already 

turned his attention to the post-war situation.  

Despite his assurances of assistance to the AK, Stalin ordered Soviet forces, which were on the eastern 

gates of Warsaw, to do absolutely nothing, to simply wait and watch while the AK and the Germans 

attacked each other. Without Soviet back-up, the AK army in Warsaw, which numbered, at most, 49,000 

troops, would undoubtedly be defeated by the Germans. According to Stalin’s Machiavellian master plan, 

this would eliminate the pro-Western Polish leadership, leaving the country ripe for a post-war 

Communist takeover. At the same time, the AK would seriously maul the Germans, leaving them 

weakened in advance of the intended Soviet drive westwards.  

The Armia Ludowa’s role in the Warsaw Uprising remains a topic of fierce debate. There is a paucity of 

reliable information on the operations of Soviet-allied troops within Warsaw, and much of the written 

history is often warped by Cold War propaganda. As best as can be discerned, it seems that during the 

Uprising only about 500 AL troops were allowed by Stalin to cross the Vistula River into central 

Warsaw. Officially, the AL fighters were supposed to be part of the resistance, battling the Germans in 

alliance with the AK, although it is unclear as to whether they were ever engaged in serious anti-Nazi 

combat. Probably their true objective was to keep an eye on the AK as they fought their valiant, but 

doomed, struggle against the Wehrmacht. Stalin needed eyes and ears within the city, so that he could 

perfectly calibrate his response. It seems that Stalin wanted the AK to be given just enough support (via 

Western Allied air drops) that they could fight long enough to seriously weaken the Wehrmacht, but not 

support sufficient to sustain their effort, such that they would ultimately be defeated.  

As the battle raged, the AK forces were soon trapped in their urban enclaves, suffering massive 

casualties, while running short of ammunition and food.  The fighting was so intense that over 25% of the 

city’s buildings were destroyed. While, the Soviets begrudgingly allowed the British to drop supplies into 

Warsaw, these operations only delayed the inevitable. The AK fought valiantly, holding out for 63 days 

against far superior German forces. However, on October 2, 1944, Bór-Komorowski was forced to 

surrender to the Wehrmacht. While he and his troops were accorded the status of prisoners of war, 

Warsaw’s long-suffering civilian population was not so fortunate. The Nazis proceeded to wreck 

horrendous vengeance upon the city, killing 200,000 civilians, while expelling another 700,000 from 

their homes. They then proceeded to level entire districts of Warsaw, block-by-block, annihilating 

another 35% of the city. 

The Soviets would not manage to take Warsaw until January 1945, although by then the city was 

virtually depopulated, with over 85% of its buildings in ruins. That same month, the AK was disbanded, 

as the failure of the Warsaw Uprising had decapitated the movement. The following month, at the Yalta 

Conference, the Polish Underground State would be rendered meaningless, as the Western Allies 

essentially abandoned Poland to the Soviets. Following the war, far from being honoured for their valour 

and patriotism, the remaining members of the AK were persecuted, with some of their leaders executed 

on the orders of Stalin.  

While the AL was a bit-player in the resistance, it nevertheless emerged after the war as the victorious 

domestic faction, whereupon many of its members became part of the Communist elite that would rule 

Poland for over four decades. It was only after the fall of Communism that historians have found the 

freedom to properly assess the Armia Krajowa’s courageous role in attempting to liberate Poland during 

World War II, including its activities during the Warsaw Uprising. 

€1,500.00  



15. FEMALE FIGHTERS – POLAND – WARSAW UPRISING – WWII –  

UNDERGROUND PRINTING 

 

Kobieta na Barykadzie  

 

[Women on the Barricades], Year 1, No. 1.  

 

Author: CHŁOPSKA ORGANIZACJA WOLNOŚCI „RACŁAWICE” [PEASANT ORGANIZATION 

FOR FREEDOM “RACŁAWICE”]; Stefania KRASOWSKA (1912 - 1944), Editor.  

Place and Year: Warszaw: Chłopska Organizacja Wolności „Racławice” [Peasant Organization for 

Freedom”Racławice”], August 29, 1944.  

Technique: 8° (22.5 x 16 cm / 9 x 6 inches), 8 pp. off-set print (Very Good, very light folds). 
Code: 67528 

 

Kobieta na Barykadzie [Women on the Barricades], represented here by its first issue (of 4 total 

published), is one of the most extraordinary series of publications made during the Upspring. It is a 

magazine by female fighters for female fighters, and it gives a voice to a critically important 

demographic of the resistance that has not always received the attention it deserves by historians.  

 

The Warsaw Uprising: A Brief History 

- For the description please see the item no. 14.  

All issues of this newspaper are extremely rare, we can trace only a few examples of various issues in 

Polish institutions.  

 

€180.00 

  



16. POLISH RIFLE DIVISION – MIDDLE EAST – CAIRO IMPRINT – WWII – SLAVICA 

 

 

Ku wolnej Polsce [Towards Free Poland]. No. 95. Monday, December 16th, 1940 

 

 

A series of rare newspapers in Polish language, printed in the Middle East during WWII by the Polish 

Rifle Division.  

 

 

Author: BRYGADA STRZELCÓW KARPACKICH [Carpathian Rifle Brigade]. 

Author: [Cairo et. al.]: Brygada Strzelców Karpackich [Carpathian Rifle Brigade], December 16, 1940.  

Technique: 4°. 6 pp. mimeographed text with illustrated title, stapled (Very Good, last leaf lose, slightly 

age-toned, small tears in margins). 

Code: 67526 

 

 

Together with 4 appendices:  

 

1. Polska. Dodatek Nr. 12 do Nr. 133 (239) “Ku Wolnej Polsce”. 4 Czerwiec 1941 [Poland. 

Appendix nr.12 to nr.133 (239) of Ku Wolnej Polsce. June 4, 1941]. 

 

4°. 6 pp. mimeographed text with illustrated title, stapled (Very Good, missing staples with small rusty 

holes on their places). 

 

&  

 

2. Polska. Dodatek Nr. 18 do Nr. 151 (257) “Ku Wolnej Polsce”. 25 Czerwiec 1941 [Poland. 

Appendix nr.18 to nr.151 (257) of Ku Wolnej Polsce. June 25, 1941]. 

 

4°. 6 pp. mimeographed text with illustrated title, stapled (Very Good, some staples with small rusty 

holes). 

 

& 

 

3. Naš tygodnik. Dodatek Nr. 17 do Nr. 148 (254) “Ku Wolnej Polsce”. 21 Czerwiec 1941 [Our 

Week. Appendix nr.17 to nr. 148 (254) of Ku Wolnej Polsce. June 21, 1941]. 

 

  



4°. 5 pp. mimeographed text with illustrated title, last page with mimeographed illustrations, stapled 

(Very Good, staples slightly rusty). 

 

& 

 

4. Naš tygodnik. Dodatek Nr. 31 do Nr. 190 (296) “Ku Wolnej Polsce”. 9 sierpnia 1941 [Our Week. 

Appendix nr.31 to nr. 190 (296) of Ku Wolnej Polsce. August 9, 1941]. 

 

4°. 6 pp. mimeographed text with illustrated title, stapled (Very Good, sheets lose with small rusty holes 

around staples). 

 

This small collection of 5 mimeographed newspapers was printed in the Middle East, probably in Cairo, 

in Polish language by the Polish Rifle Division during WWII. The main newspaper Ku wolnej Polsce 

(Towards Free Poland) included news from all over the world. It was occasionally accompanied by an 

appendix Poska (Poland) with a stylized map of Poland in the title, which published the news from 

Poland, and Naš tygodnik (Our Week) with longer articles. One of the issues includes political caricatures 

andainst the Nazis and Adolf Hitler on the back.  

Carpathian Rifle Division and Polish II Corps 

The newspapers were published by the Carpathian Rifle Division, which was a part of the Polish II Corps 

(Drugi Korpus Wojska Polskiego), stationed in the Middle East during WWII. 

The Polish II Corps (Drugi Korpus Wojska Polskiego) was formed in 1943, from various units fighting 

alongside the Allies in all theatres of war, one of them being located in British-held Iraq. The corps 

consisted not only of Polish soldiers, but also of Jews, Belorussian and Ukrainians. Many Polish soldiers 

were imprisoned in Gulags by the Soviets from 1939 on and were released in 1941, after the Polish-

Russian Military Agreement on 14 August, which allowed for the creation of a Polish Army on Soviet 

soil. 

The Polish II Corps played a major role in the North African and the Italian Campaigns (1941–1945) as 

part of the British Eighth Army. After the war the division was housed at various locations in England, 

where they maintained a presence until 1962.  

The newspapers by the Carpathian Rifle Division are today very rare and usually survive in sporadic 

numbers. We could trace some separate issues of Ku wolnej Polsce in three institutions (British Library, 

Buffalo State - SUNY College at Buffalo and Stanford University - Hoover Institution Library). 

References: OCLC 269207064 & 504389454. 

€1,400.00  



17. WWII POLISH BOOK ON IRAQ:  

 

Irak, jego przeszłość i teraźniejszość  

 

[Iraq, Its Past and Present]. 

 

A rare book on the history and geography of Iraq was printed and published by the Polish Carpathian 

Rifle Division during their campaign in the country during WWII in 1943.  

 

Author: Mieczysław MALESZA (1905-?). 

Place and Year: Baghdad: Wydawnictwo Referatu K.O. Dywizji Strzelców Karpackich [Publishing 

House of Carpathian Rifle Division] 1943. 

Technique: Oblong 8°, 110pp. mimeographed text with illustrations within text, [1] folding map, [3] pp. 

mimeographed maps, with original card binding, with mounted title page, red linen spine (Very Good, 

binding slightly stained and scuffed, old ink marks and annotations on the inner side of the wrappers. 

Pages 1-2 mounted on cover, therefore complete collation). 

Code: 67500 

 

The book, accompanied with mimeographed illustrations, gives information on the history of Iraq as well 

as the contemporary description. The images at the back include a folding map of Mesopotamia, and 

Assyria and Babylonia, a map of modern Baghdad, Ur and ruins of Babylon, with a key. 

The book was published by the Carpathian Rifle Division, which was a part of the Polish II Corps (Drugi 

Korpus Wojska Polskiego), stationed in Iraq in 1943 during WWII. 

The Polish II Corps (Drugi Korpus Wojska Polskiego) was formed in 1943, from various units fighting 

alongside the Allies in all theatres of war, one of them being located in British-held Iraq. The corps 

consisted not only of Polish soldiers, but also of Jews, Belorussian and Ukrainians. Many Polish soldiers 

were imprisoned in Gulags by the Soviets from 1939 on and were released in 1941, after the Polish-

Russian Military Agreement on 14 August, which allowed for the creation of a Polish Army on Soviet 

soil. 

  



 

 

 

 

The Polish II Corps played a major role in the North African and the Italian Campaigns (1941–1945) as 

part of the British Eighth Army. After the war the division was housed at various locations in England, 

where they maintained a presence until 1962.  

The back cover is decorated by a symbol of the Carpathian Rifle Division – a pine tree, which also gave 

the division name Christmas Tree Division. 

 

The book is very rare. We could only trace five examples in institutions worldwide (4 in Polish libraries 

and one in the British Library). 

  

€350.00  

  

 

  



18. POLAND – BIRMINGHAM IMPRINT – POLISH II CORPS – MIDDLE EAST & ITALY 

 

Dzieje 2-go Korpusu ... inaczej!  

[History of the 2nd Corps ... differently!] 

An illustrated book in Polish language, made at the 25ht anniversary of the Battle of Monte Casino, 

represents the history of the Polish II Corps in a humorous way. 

Author: Mieczysław KUCZYŃSKI (1923 – 1988). 

Place and Year: Birmingham: Vilno 1969. 

Technique: Oblong large 4°, [16] with a black and white title page and 28 pages with black and white 

illustrations, original wrappers with colour illustrated cover, stapled (Very Good, very light age-toning in 

margins, wrappers with tiny folds in margins).  

Code: 67527 

 

The humorous book in a form of a comic, printed in Polish language in Birmingham, describes the history of 

the Polish II Corps.  

The Polish II Corps (Drugi Korpus Wojska Polskiego) was formed in 1943, from various units fighting 

alongside the Allies in all theatres of war, one of them being located in British-held Iraq. The corps consisted 

not only of Polish soldiers, but also of Jews, Belorussian and Ukrainians. Many Polish soldiers were 

imprisoned in Gulags by the Soviets from 1939 on and were released in 1941, after the Polish-Russian 

Military Agreement on 14 August, which allowed for the creation of a Polish Army on Soviet soil. 

The Polish II Corps played a major role in the North African and the Italian Campaigns (1941–1945) as part 

of the British Eighth Army. After the war the division was housed at various locations in England, where they 

maintained a presence until 1962.  

The story starts with an image of Stalin leading troops of Polish women, children and men through the snow 

into a Soviet gulag, in 1939. The following images show their liberation through the Caspian Sea to Persia, 

waving goodbye to Stalin, and their journey through the Middle East. The images are focused on the joyous 

moments from the soldiers’ life, such as men and women flirting with the inhabitants of the countries they 

were passing through. 

We could only trace one institutional copy on Worldcat (National Library of Poland).  

 

References: OCLC 830144549. 

 

€150.00  



19. EARLY RUSSIAN SCOUTING 

 

БУДЬ ГОТОВЪ! ИЗДАНІЕ СОСТОЯЩАГО ПОДЪ ПОКРОВИТЕЛЬСТВОМЬ ЕЯ 

ИМПЕРАРОРСКАГО ВИСОЧЕСТВА ВЕЛИКОЙ КНЯГИНИ ЕЛИСАБЕТЬІ 

ФЕОДОРОВНЬИ МОСКОВСКАГО О-ВА СОДѢЙСТВІЯ ОРГАНИЗАЦІИ "ЮНЬІХЪ 

РАЗВѢДЧИКОВЬ" (РУССКЙ СКАУТЬ)  

 

[Bud’ gotov’’!/Be prepared! Published under the patronage of Her Imperial Highness the Grand 

Duchess Elisabeth Feodorovna of the Moscow Region Association of Yunich Razvodchik (Russian 

Scout)]. 

 

An extremely rare early original Russian Scouting publication was printed a year before the Revolution 

of 1917. 

 

Place and Year: Moscow 1916. 

Technique: 4°, [1] photograph, 56 pp. with illustrations within text, original tan wrappers with illustrated 

printed cover (Good, age-toned and stained, folds in edges, cover fragile with tiny loss of paper, old 

repairs to the spine, old faded stamp on the cover, old pencil annotations).  

Code: 67508 

  

The articles, accompanied with illustrations, give information on Russian Boy Scouts, including the 

addresses, songs and lists of members. 

The scouting in Russia started developing in 1908, when Baden-Powell's book Scouting for Boys came 

out under translated title Юный Разведчик (Young Scout) Yuny Razvedchik), by the orders of the Tsarist 

family. A year later, the first Russian Scout troop was founded. By 1916 Russia had about 50,000 Scouts, 

including Tsar Nicholas' son Tsarevich Aleksei. In 1917 the Russian Scouts joined the White Army to  

 

fight the Red Army in the October Revolution. After WWI Soviet Russia replaced the organisation ofR 

Scouts with their version of the Communist Youth.  

The patron of this book was the Grand Duchess Elisabeth Feodorovna. 

Grand Duchess Elisabeth Feodorovna of Russia (1864-1918), depicted on the frontispiece in as an 

abbess. Elisabeth Feodorovna was born as Princess Elisabeth of Hesse and by Rhine, and was a 

granddaughter of Queen Victoria. In 884 she married Grand Duke Sergei Alexandrovich of Russia, fifth 

son of Emperor Alexander II of Russia, ad adopted a Russian name. After her husband Sergei was 

assassinated in 1905, she retreated to a convent in 1909. Elisabeth Feodorovna was assassinated in 1918 

during the Revolution. 

  



 

 

All Russian scouting literature from before the Revolution is rare and most of it would be destroyed 

during the October Revolution of 1917. We could not trace any examples of the publication in the 

institutions worldwide. 

 

 

€1,500.00  

  



20. YUGOSLAVIA – SCOUTING – SPORT 

 

Plamen 

[Flame] 

A set of very rare Yugoslav mimeographed Scouting magazines were published in 1936 in Maribor, 

Slovenia, by the Yugoslav Scouting Legion of the North Wigwams. 

 

Author: JGL rod Severnih vigvamov [Yugoslav Scouting Legion of the North Wigwams].  

Place and Year: [Maribor, Slovenia]: [JGL rod Severnih vigvamov / Yugoslav Scouting Legion of the 

North Wigwams] 1936. 

Technique: Oblong 8°. 12 numbers in 10 volumes bound together, all with mimeographed text with 

illustrations in text, printed recto only. No. 1: 11 pp., [1]. No. 2: 13 pp., [1]. No. 3: 16 pp. No. 4: 15 pp., 

[1]. No. 5: 14 pp. No. 6-7: 22 pp. No. 8-9: 25 pp. with a printed illustration “In Memoriam” on a glossy 

paper as a title page. No. 10: 14 pp. No 11: 14 pp. No 12: 14 pp. Bound with original green illustrated 

wrappers and a blank green leaf in a contemporary original green linen binding with red printed title on 

the cover, dark red endpapers (text in a good clean condition with tiny tears in margins and very light 

foxing on some pages, binding with light foxing and water-staining and slightly scuffed on the edges, 

endpapers with surface scratches in the inner part, otherwise in a good condition).  

Code: 67509 

This extremely rare series of illustrated mimeographed magazines was printed in 1936 by the scouting 

club of Maribor, Slovenia, which was a part of the Yugoslav Scouts. The illustrated text includes medical 

articles, reports on outings, instructions how to survive in the woods, build tents, make knots, as well as 

short theatre plays, scouting stories, poems. The magazines also include reports of the club and 

announcements of the main Yugoslav association. Number 8-9 is dedicated to two boy scouts, who lost 

lives while mountaineering in the Alps, with a first-hand report on the accident.  

Scouting was very popular in certain segments of society in pre-World War II Yugoslavia.  The 

movement was favoured by the youth of the affluent, urbanised bourgeoisie, as well as some people of a 

conservative, religious disposition.  The Scouts’ values of order, self-reliance, community and patriotism 

appealed to these elements of the population.  

  



 

 

However, the Scouting movement was deeply disfavoured by the Yugoslavian Socialist regime that 

assumed control over the country in 1945, upon the end of World War II.  While many of the values of 

scouting were ironically similar to those of the Partisans, Scouting was seem as inextricably linked to 

conservative elements of society, and was additionally a potential competitor to the Socialist’s youth 

movements. 

Following the breakup of Yugoslavia, scouting has had a renaissance in many cities. 

The magazine is very rare. We could only find one other complete 1936 series in libraries worldwide 

(National and University Library, Ljubljana) and one incomplete set (City Library, Ljubljana). The 

magazine was also published partly in 1937 and is only preserved in an uncomplete series in the National 

and University Library, Ljubljana.  

 

References: OCLC 755124260. 

 

€450.00  

  



21. YUGOSLAVIA – YOUTH - SPORT – SOKOL MOVEMENT – PAN-SLAVIC MOVEMENT 

 

SOKOLSKA MLADINA 

[The Sokol Youth] 

 

11 issues (complete) of the only continuously published mimeographed magazine by a Pan-Slavic 

movement Sokol in Yugoslavia, with the last issue printed days only before the beginning of WWII. 

 

Author: [Sokol Club].  

Place and Year: [Ljubljana, Slovenia]: [s. n.] 1939- March 1941. 

Technique: 2 Volumes. Both oblong 8°. Volume 1: 10 issues bound together with original illustrated 

cover. 14 pp., 16 pp., 12. pp., 16 pp., [1], 16 pp., [3], 14 pp., 4 pp., 22 pp., 25 pp., [1], 18 pp., 22 pp. 

(collation complete), all mimeographed text with illustrations within text, bound in a contemporary 

original binding with illustrated cover and brown linen spine, contemporary pasted-down label with a 

manuscript number of the volume on the cover, yellow endpapers (Very Good, some minor annotation in 

pen and pencil in the text, old owner’s signature on the first blank endpaper). Volume 2: 60 pp. 

mimeographed text (collation complete), bound in a contemporary original binding with illustrated cover 

and brown linen spine, blue endpapers, contemporary pasted-down photograph with manuscript bordure 

on the first blank endpaper (Very Good, some minor annotation in pen and pencil in the text, old owner’s 

signature on the first blank endpaper).    

Code: 67505 

This is an extremely rare complete set of the Slovenian magazine, printed by and for the Pan-Slavic 

sports club Sokol. 

Sokols were a pan-Slavic all-age gymnastics organizations for men and women, founded in Prague, in 

the Czech region of Austria-Hungary in 1862 by Miroslav Tyrš and Jindřich Fügner. The movement soon 

expanded all over the Slavic countries. The Slovenian Sokol was founded only a year later, in 1863, and 

continued working until WWII. 

These magazines, issued between 1939 and 1941, were written by the members of Sokol as instructions 

for the organisation of sporting events and competitions, for presentation of exercises and to publish 

reports on the events inside cluby. It also included patriotic Pan-Slavic poetry and short texts (for 

example a biography of Masaryk). 

  



 

 

 

The magazine was the only continuously separately issued Yugoslavian Sokol publication. The last 

number was issued in March 1941, only days before the invasion on Yugoslavia in WWII.  

The Fascist occupator replaced the movement with the Italian version of sports club for youth, GILL. 

Under Yugoslavia, after WWII in 1945, the movement was finally dissolved and replaced with a similar 

sporting club Pionir, based on a Soviet model.  

We could only find one example of the publication (two volumes bound in one) in institutions worldwide 

(National and University Library of Slovenia). 

 

References: OCLC 444740856. 

 

€350.00  

  



 

 

22. YUGOSLAVIA – EDUCATION – PROPAGANDA – SOCREALISM 

 

 

UDARNIKI 

 

 

One of the earliest and most influential post WW II propaganda rebus children’s books in Yugoslavia.  

 

 

Author: Josip RIBIČIČ (1886-1969), author; Ive ŠUBIC (1922-1989), illustrator.  

Place and Year: Ljubljana, Slovenia: Mladinska knjiga 1945. 

Technique: 8°, 45 pp. with illustrations within text, [1], printed thick card covers (light foxing, tiny tears 

in margins, otherwise in a good condition). 

Code: 67501 

This illustrated rebus children’s book was printed just weeks after the liberation of Yugoslavia on May 

15th1945 and is one of the first legally printed children’s books in Slovenia to promote the new 

Communist system. The illustrator Ive Šubic was an academic painter, schooled in Zagreb and 

Ljubljana.  

The text accompanied with small images presents children the situation in the country after the WW II. It 

starts with a story about refugees from Croatia, talks about the end of the war, the bravery of the 

Partisans, but mostly encourages little small children, so called Pioneers, to rebuild houses and the 

country, under the leaderships of Pioneer groups, joined under the command of the president Tito.  

The title Udarniki, comes from the Russian language and indicates, a highly productive worker in 

the Soviet Union, the Eastern Bloc, and other communist countries. In this book it applies to children, as 

the youngest members of the society, who can attribute with rebuilding the country after the war.  

The illustrator Ive Šubic (1922-1989) was an academic painter, who was active during the WWII as 

illustrator of underground Partisan publications. After the WWII, he was one of the most prominent 

Yugoslavian artists, especially known for his mural paintings. 

 

€120.00  

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Workforce_productivity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Bloc


23. YUGOSLAVIA – CHILDREN’S BOOK – BOOK ILLUSTRATIONS 

 

 

Zgode in nezgode kraljevskega dvora 

 

[Stories and Sorries from the Royal Court] 

 

 

The first edition of a popular Slovenian children’s book with an original, well preserved dust jacket. 

 

 

Author: Milan ŠEGA (1915-1998), author. Melita VOVK (born 1928), illustrator. 

Place and Year: Ljubljana: Mladinska knjiga 1957  

Technique: 8°. 202 pp. with black and white and black and apricot colour illustrations, original 

illustrated apricot colour bindings, green linen spine with black printed title, original dustjacket, 

illustrated endpapers (Very Good, dustjacket with tiny tears). 

Code: 67517 

 

This is a first edition of a popular Slovenian book for children and youth by Milan Šega (1915-1998), an 

author and editor, who, as a member of the resistance, spent WWII in Italian prisons and later as a member of 
Italian partisans. 
 

The amusing colour and black and white illustrations were made by Melita Vovk (born 1928), who 

studied at the Academy for Design and Applied Arts in Ljubljana in 1950s. Her professors ere famous 

painters and illustrators such as Maksim Sedej, Božidar Jakac, and Riko Debenjak. Vovk won many 

awards for her book illustrations. 

 

References: OCLC 441169344. 

 

€65.00  

 
  



24. YUGOSLAVIA – CHILDREN’S BOOKS – BOOK ILLUSTRATION 

 

Štirje letni časi  

[Four Seasons].  

Author: Mira MIHELIČ (also Mira Kramer Puc, 1912 – 1985), author; France MIHELIČ (1907-1998), illustrator.  

Place and Year: Ljubljana: Mladinska knjiga 1956.   

Technique: 4°. 83 pp. with black and white illustrations, 5 interleaved full-page green illustrations, original 

illustrated binding, illustrated endpapers (Very Good, binding slightly dusty with worn edges and some light 

scratches, otherwise a clean unread copy, old label of a de-accessed library on the spine and old small stamps on 

the title page).   

Code: 67518 
  

A high-quality collection of unique short stories for children, involving places and motives from their imaginary 

world, was made by a Slovenian female writer Mira Mihelič and her husband, the academic painter France 

Mihelič.  

The author Mira Mihelič (née Kramer, 1912 – 1985) was a Slovenian author, the president of Slovenian 

Association of Writers between 1963 and 1966, and a president of the Slovenian PEN club between 1966 and 

1975. She also won several national awards for her work. Mira Mihelič was born in Split, Croatia, to a Croatian 

mother and Slovenian father. She learned English, French and German in a Swiss boarding school, and started 

studying law upon her return to Slovenia. During WWII she joined the Partisan resistance and was imprisoned two 

times.  

This work was made I cooperation with her second husband, a prominent academic painter and professor at the Art 

Academy of Ljubljana, France Mihelič (1907-1998).   

The illustrations were made in Mihelič’s recognisable style and include his favourite motive of Kurent, a Slovenian 

version of the Krampus, accompanied by other figures of the carnival, here representing the spring or rebirth.   

This is a rare first edition of the book. A more common reprint was made in 1987. We could trace two examples 

outside Slovenian institutions (Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin - Preußischer Kulturbesitz, Haus Potsdamer Straße, 

Slovene National and Study Library in Trieste).  

The book is seemingly in an unused condition. It comes from a deaccessed archive of a publishing house.   

References: OCLC 254932099.  

  

€120.00   



25. WWII – CHILDREN’S BOOKS – BOOK ILLUSTRATION 

Pohorske Pravljice 

[Stories from Pohorje] 

A book with national stories from the mountainous region of Pohorje in Styria was published in 

Ljubljana under the Fascist occupation during WWII. The illustrations were made by Jože Beranek, 

known for his WWII Axis-backed propaganda posters, who was executed for treason only days after the 

war.  

Author: Jože TOMAŽIČ (1906-1970), author; Jože BERÁNEK (1913 - 1945), illustrator.  

Place and Year: Ljubljana: Slovenec 1942 – XXI.    

Technique: 8°. 238 pp. with black and white illustrations within text, original illustrated wrappers, 

stapled (Very Good, some minor staining, binding slightly worn, otherwise in a seemingly unread 

condition). 

Code: 67519 

 

This is a first edition of a popular collection of national Slovenian tales from the Pohorje region in Styria. 

The book was published in the second year of WWII during the Fascist occupation of Ljubljana under a 

strong censorship, when nationalism was not encouraged. The text is accompanied by high-quality black 

and white illustrations by a Czech born propaganda artist Jože Beránek, and the cover is decorated with 

elements from the local Slavic folklore. The author Jože Tomažič (1906-1970) was a Slovenian author, 

teacher and theatre director, who started publishing national stories before WWII.  

The artist Jože Beránek (1913-45) was born in Písková Lhota, Bohemia (today Czech Republic), but as a 

child moved with his family to Zagreb, and then later to Ljubljana. There he graduated from a high 

school for engineering and architecture, before moving on to study at the prestigious Prague Art 

Academy. Later he returned to Ljubljana where he worked as a professional artist and draftsman, 

mastering various printing techniques. Beránek had strong rightwing leanings and worked as a magazine 

and book illustrator for Axis-backed publications. Latterly he joined the Domobranci (Slovene Home 

Guard), the collaborationist militia, attaining the rank of lieutenant. While in service his continued to 

design pro-Axis and Anti-Semitic propaganda pieces. Following the war, he was arrested by the 

Yugoslav Army and executed for treason.  

The book was republished in 1990 and 2011 with different illustrations. We could only find one 

institutional copy outside Slovenian libraries (National and University Library, Trieste).  

€65.00   



26. ARMENIAN DIASPORA - BEIRUT IMPRINT 

 

 

Հօճա Նասրէտտինի զուարճալիքները 

 

[Hòčạ Nasrēttini zowarčạlik̕nerë / The Ancdotes of Hodja Nasreddin] 

 

 

An illustrated book with the anecdotes and funny stories by Nasreddin Hodja was published for the 

Armenian Diaspora in Beirut, Lebanon.  

 

Author: Nasreddin Hodja (fl. 13. Century).  

Place and Year: Beirut: Կ. Տօնիկեան եւ որդիք [H. Donikian & Sons] 1962.  

Technique: 8°. [3] title printed in black, illustrated title page printed in blue and black and introduction, 

128 pp. with black and white illustrations within text, [1] advertisement, original illustrated card 

wrappers, stapled (Binding with very light foxing and a soft fold on the back cover, otherwise in a very 

good, unread condition, with a collector’s stamp on the first title page).  

Code: 67504 

 

An uncommon book in Armenian language, printed in Beirut, Lebanon, includes short funny stories by a 

popular Middle-Eastern figure Nasreddin Hodja, who lived in the 13th century.  

 

The book comes from a library of an Armenian author and researcher Levon Mikirtitchian (Lewon 

Mkrtchʻean), active in Munich in the second half of the 20th century. 

 

We could find references to the book on Worldcat (OCLC 428176489), in the database of the Armenian 

libraries (http://haygirk.nla.am/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=44232) with no registered 

copies in libraries. The book is also mentioned in Système Universitaire de Documentation. 

€120.00  

  

http://haygirk.nla.am/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=44232


27. ARMENIA – MID-CENTURY DESIGN 

 

Մեր քաղաքը  

[Mer k̕aġak̕ë / Our City] 

 

The first edition of an Armenian novel Our City with a beatnik style cover was written by an Azerbaijan 

based Armenian writer Sargis Abrahamyan and published in Yerevan in 1963. 

 

Author: Սարգիս Աբրահամյան (Sargis Abrahamyan, 1915-1969) 

Place and Year: Yerevan, Soviet Armenia: Հայպետհրատ [Haypethrat] 1963. 

Technique: Small 8°. 297 pp. with title page printed in blue and black, [1], original hard binding with 

blue illustrated boards and blue linen spine with gilt title (Very Good, binding slightly worn, old 

collector’s stamp on the first blank endpaper).  

Code: 67521 

 

A first edition of an Armenian novel Our City is decorated with a stunning beatnik style cover.  

The author Sargis Abrahamyan (1915-1969), born and based in Azerbaijan, on the area of what is today 

the Republic of Artsakh, was an Armenian writer and a public cultural figure. 

The book comes from a library of an Armenian author and researcher Levon Mikirtitchian (Lewon 

Mkrtchʻean), active in Munich in the second half of the 20th century. 

 

References: OCLC 313253268. 

 

€120.00  
  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Azerbaijan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Azerbaijan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_Artsakh


28. ARMENIA – UNIVERSITY – EDUCATION 

 

ԵՐևԱՆԻ ՊԵՏԱԿԱՆ ՀԱՄԱԼՍԱՐԱՆԸ (1920-1930). Ереванский государственный уиниверситет 

(1920-1930 гг) 

[Erewani petakan hamalsaranë 1920-1930 t̕t̕ / Yerevan State University (Years 1920-1930)] 

 

An uncommon richly illustrated classic work on the first decade of the Yerevan University was written in Armenian 

language by a politician Lyudvig Gharibjanyan. 

 

Author: Լյուդվիգ Ղարիբջանյան (Lyudvig Papiki GHARIBJANYAN, 1922-2011). 

Place and Year: Yerevan: Միտկ 1965. 

Technique: 8°. 295 pp. with charts and images in the text and 24 interleaved images and 1 folding map, [1], grey 

faux leather binding with gilt and black embossed title on the cover and on the spine, original dustjacket (Very 

Good, dust jacket slightly stained and scuffed on edges, binding slightly rubbed on the spine, old collector’s stamp 

on the first blank endpaper).  

Code: 67506 

 

A detailed, illustrated book in the first decade of the Yerevan State University includes numberless images of the 

first professors, students and other staff. A folding map showcases connections of the university with other 

countries of the world. Other images represent first publications by the university and  

The author Lyudvig Papiki Gharibjanyan (1922-2011) was an Armenian professor, statesman and historian  

The book comes from a library of an Armenian author and researcher Levon Mikirtitchian (Lewon Mkrtchʻean), 

active in Munich in the second half of the 20th century. 

OCLC: 795462595, 644037296 & 878000931. 

 

€180.00  

  



29. ARMENIAN DIASPORA – PARIS IMPRINT 

 

 

 

ԱԶԳԱՅԻՆ ԲԱՐԵՐԱՐՑՈՒՆ 

 

[Azgayin barerarc̕own / The National Benefactor] 

 

 

Author: Արշաւիր Կլորիկեան (Arshavir Klorikian). 

Place and Year: Paris: SARL. Organisation Glorig 1975.  
Technique: 8°. 60 pp., [2], original gold card wrappers with cover illustrated in red (Very Good,  

Code: 67511 

 

A short theater play in Armenian language was published in Paris in 1975. Arshavir Klorikian  
 

We could only trace one example in institutions worldwide (Bibliothèque de l'Eglise apostolique arménienne, 

Paris) and no examples on Worldcat.  

 

€85.00  

  



30. JUDAICA – ANTI-NAZISM – SWITZERLAND  

 

Protokolle der Weisen von Zion die größte Fälschung des Jahrhunderts! 

 

The Protocols of the Elders of Zion, the Biggest Fabrication of the Century! 

 

 

A pamphlet, printed in Glarus, Switzerland, in 1933, attacks the Protocols of the Elders of Zion of being fabricated 

and used by the Nazis to spread the anti-Semitic movement among the Swiss people.  

 

 

Author: Johann Baptist RUSCH (1886 – 1954). 

Place and Year:  Glarus, Switzerland: Glarner Nachrichten 1933. 

Technique: 8°, 15 pp., original illustrated wrappers, stapled (Very Good, wrappers with minimal foxing).  

Code: 67507 

 

The text in the pamphlet is trying to prove that the Protocols of the Elders of Zion were fabricated and are currently 

used by an uprising German Nazi party to spread the anti-Semitism in Switzerland. The striking cover shows the 

map of Switzerland, being cut in two by a hand, marked with a swastika. 

The Protocols of the Elders of Zion were first published in Russia in 1903, uncovering the alleged Jewish plan for 

global domination. The text was translated to many languages as a part of the anti-Semitic propaganda.  

In Switzerland, in 1933, the German translation, edited by the anti-Semite journalist Theodor Fritsch, was distributed 

by the National Front during a political manifestation in the Casino of Berne, leading to the so called Berne Trial or 

"Zionistenprozess". The accused were tried for violating a statute prohibiting the distribution of "immoral, obscene 

or brutalizing" texts. 

This pamphlet, edited by a Swiss author, journalist and editor Johann Baptist Rusch (1886-1954) was published just 

before the beginning of the trial as a response to the German anti-Semitic propaganda. 

References: OCLC 174616659. Adrian Scherrer: Rusch, Johann Baptist. In: Historisches Lexikon der Schweiz 

(http://www.hls-dhs-dss.ch/textes/d/D25359.php ).  

 

 

€130.00  
 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Front_(Switzerland)
http://www.hls-dhs-dss.ch/textes/d/D25359.php
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Historisches_Lexikon_der_Schweiz


31. ART DECO – GASTRONOMY – BAVARIA 

 

 

Bayerische Fachausstellung des Gastwirts- und Hotel-Gewerbes. Augsburg. Bayerische 

Fachausstellung für das Gastwirts- u. Hotelgewerbe. Augsburg. 

 

[Bavarian Professional Exhibition of Restaurant and Hotel Industry. Augsburg June 26 – July 12]. 

 

 

An informative pamphlet with a rich selection of 1920s Bavarian advertisements on gastronomy and with 

highly decorative art-deco wrappers was published in 1925 in Augsburg. 

 

 

Author: Freie Gastwirte-Innung Augsburg u. Umgebung [Freelancing Restaurant Owners of Augsburg 

and Surroundings].  

Place and Year: Augsburg: 1925.  

Technique: 8°, 96 pp. with illustrations and full page black and white advertisements, 54 pp. advertisements, [1], 

folding map mounted on the inner side of back cover, original illustrated wrappers (Very Good, wrappers slightly 

dusty, tiny tears in margins, small tear in the folding map) 
Code: 67502 

 

A beutifully designed pamphlet, made for a gastronomy fair in Augsburg includes numberles 

advertisements for liquor, equipment used in gastronomy, and also for cars, interior design etc. The 

wrappers are decorated with highly decorative art deco advertisements.  

 

We could only find one institutional example (Staats- und Stadtbibliothek Augsburg).  

 

References: OCLC 635071871. 

 

€110.00  

  

http://www.worldcat.org/wcpa/oclc/635071871?page=frame&url=https%3A%2F%2Fsbaoz2.bib-bvb.de%2FwebOPACClient.sbasis%2Fworldcat.jsp%3Focn%3D635071871%26checksum%3D185aa54218fe82cb58fb3329206031a1&title=Staats-+und+Stadtbibliothek+Augsburg&linktype=opac&detail=DESDA%3AStaats-+und+Stadtbibliothek+Augsburg%3AState+or+National+Library


32. ART DECO – GASTRONOMY - BINDING 

  

COCKTAILS DE PARIS 

 

A legendary cocktail book, written by a French entertainer Georges Gabriel Thenon – Rip, and 

illustrated by poster designer Paul Colin.  

 

Housed in a highly decorative, hand-made Art-Deco covers, made for a Berlin based fan maker and a 

Royal warrant of appointment Heinrich Nicolaus van Santen. 

 

 

Author: Georges Gabriel THENON pen name and stage name RIP (1884 – 1941); Paul COLIN (1892 - 

1985), illustrator.  

Place and Year: Paris: Editions Demangel August 14, 1929. 

Technique: Large 8°. [80] uncut text pages with illustrations within text, original red, black and white 

wrappers. Housed within custom hand-painted covers. (Very Good, minor periferal wear, gold book-

plate). 

Code: 65081 

 

 

This classy, richly illustrated book on cocktails was written by Georges Gabriel Thenon – Rip, a French 

bon viveur, singer and author of revues, written between the beginning of the 20th century until his death. 

The book was illustrated by Paul Colin, one of France's greatest poster artists. He was made famous in 

1925 by his poster for the Revue Nègre, which helped to launch the career of Josephine Baker.  

The most fascinating part of this book are custom-made gold and hand-painted covers, decorated with 

Art-Deco gastronomy motives and quodlibet verso. As indicated by a gold plate-mark on the first page, 

the book belonged to a high-end fan maker from Berlin Heinrich Nicolaus van Santen, who was a Royal 

warrant of appointment to the King of Saxony.   

 

Unnumbered example. 

See the complete book here: http://www.euvs.org/en/collection/book/cocktails-de-paris 

  

€960.00  

  

 

  



33. MID-CENTURY MODERN – ARCHITECTURE – GERMANY 

 

Deutsche Wohnung: Ausstellung Hälsingborg, H 55  

[German Apartment: Exhibition Helsingborg H55]. 

 

A beautifully drafted Mid-Century Modern pamphlet was made for an exhibition in Helsingborg, Sweden, 

in 1955, by one of the most prominent German designers of the 20th century Anton Stankowski. 

 

Author: Anton STANKOWSKI (1906-1998), design. 

Place and Year: Plochingen: Richard Schorndorfer [1955].   

Technique: Oblong 8°, [18] with black and white and colour illustrations, original illustrated wrappers, 

stapled, original inserted name index oblong 8°, [2] (Very Good, wrappers with minor staining).  

Code: 67524 

 

Here presented beautifully designed pamphlet was made for a 1955 exhibition of architecture and design 

in Helsingborg in Sweden. The brochure includes the latest achievements in German modern architecture 

and interior design, combined with images from a contemporary life in highly decorative colour 

photomontages. 

The draftsman of the pamphlet was Anton Stankowski (1906-1998), one of most visiable German 

designers of the 20th century. The logo for the Deutsche Bank is one of his most noticeable 

achievements. Stankowski was also a recognised photogarapher, especially between the two wars, and an 

abstract artist in the 1960s and 1970s.  

These ephemeral booklets were handed out as promotional meterial at the fair, but would be often 

disposed off later or they survive in used condition. This pamphlet is in nearly mint condition and 

includes an iserted index with names of exhibitors.  

We could only find two institutional copies on Worldcat (HafenCity Universität Hamburg and Bibliothek 

der Universität der Künste, Berlin). 

 

References: OCLC 915750060, 985364402 and 832972090. 

 

€150.00  

 

 

 

  



34. YUGOSLAVIA – DESIGN – WESTERNISATION OF YUGOSLAV WOMEN 

 

Marles kuhinja - Cocktail 

 

[Marles Kitchen - Cocktail] 

 

A socialist Yugoslav brochure for a modern designed kitchen »Cocktail« was made for the German 

market and presented, perhaps unwillingly, an image of a fashionable, but unhappy homemaker.  

 

Author: Marles. Biala LEBAN, architect & designer.  

Place and Year: Maribor: Mariborski tisk 1970.  

Technique: 4°, [3] folding brochure with colour illustrations (Very Good, with minor surface folds). 

Code: 67525 

 

A well-designed ephemeral pamphlet for the modern 1970 kitchens, issued in Slovenia, Yugoslavia, with 

text in Slovenian, Croatian and German, was made for the sales on the German market. The kitchens 

were designed by Biala Leban in Maribor and were promoted for their practical design of being 10 cm 

higher than the standard kitchens, and therefore easier on the back.  

 

The stay-at-home wife image on the cover opposed the Yugoslav Socialist idea of a hard-working 

woman and was probably made under the influence of the advertisements from the West. 

 

€75.00  

 

  



35. SCIENTIFIC MAGAZINE: 

 

 

 MOU-SSAV-VER MEDJ MOO-À [The Illustrated Magazine]   .مجموعى مصور

 

 

Author: اهمد جميل (Ahmed Djemil), editor. 

Place and Year: Pera, Constantinople: Library A. Reccia, April 1909. 

Technique: 4°, 40 pp. reverse collation with black and white illustrations within text, original wrappers 

with title in apricot and black, unbound as originally issued, 3 originally inserted appendices: [2] lunar 

calendar, [4] pp. 9-16 dictionary (uncut in the upper part), [2] pp. 9-16 text on technology (uncut not 

folded text on 8° sheets). Condition: Very Good, slightly stained and with small tears in margins, original 

publisher’s stamp on the cover).  

Code: 67408 

 

 

The magazine was printed in the Ottoman script with details in English language. It includes mostly 

scientific articles with a lengthy article on the forms of human sculls. The magazine includes four 

appendices: a double-page lunar calendar, a dictionary of official titles from French to Ottoman and a 

pamphlet on magnetism. The latter two appendices were published in parts in several issues and were 

meant to be assembled by the subscribers.  

  

The text on the title page quotes there were 158 subscribers to the magazine: 35 examples were delivered 

to private homes in Constantinople, 30 subscribers picked up the magazine personally, 45 examples were 

sent to the provinces and 48 examples of the magazine were sent abroad.  

 

We could not trace any other examples of the magazine. 

 

€85.00   



36. OTTOMAN NEWSPAPER:  

 

STAMBOUL. JOURNAL QUOTIDIEN. 

 

 

Place and Year: Istanbul: March 26th, 1884 & September 7th, 1896. 

Technique: 2 issues, both large folio. 

Code: 67392 

 

 

March 26th, 1884: 4 pp., original revenue stamp on the title (soft folds, slightly age-toned, small tears in 

margins, sole fine tears in the folds, middle fold with tiny loss of text, old signature in the upper white 

margin, old colour pencil annotation in the text) 

Together with: September 7th, 1896: 4 pp. reverse collation (soft folds with tiny tears and holes, 

otherwise in a good condition). 

  

Stamboul was issued between 1875-1964 and was a leading French newspaper in Istanbul at the end of 

the 19th century and around 1900. It included news from the world and financial news. It was suspended 

by government order between April 16th - August 18th, 1879, June 6th – September 10th,1883, and 

between May 31st – November 22nd, 1897. 

We could trace separate examples in Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, Deutsche Nationalbibliothek and (a 

complete series?) in the Bibliothèque nationale de France. Other examples on Worldcat appear to be on a 

microfilm. 

References: OCLC 85693392. Joëlle Pierre, La presse française de Turquie, canal de transmission des 

idées de la Révolution (https://www.cairn.info/revue-le-temps-des-medias-2005-2-page-168.html ). 

 

 

€120.00  

  



37. OTTOMAN NEWSPAPER 

 

  .NO. 677 & 761 .[VATAN / FAHERLAND] وطن 

 

 

A political newspaper, active only between 1923-1925, reports on the Sheikh Said rebellion in the early 

1925.  

 

 

Author: Ahmet Şükrü ESMER (1891 - 1982), editor.  

Place and Year: Istanbul: March 15th, 1925, May 25th, 1925.  

Technique: 2 issues. Both folio, 4 pp. reverse collation with illustrations within text, original stamped 

revenue stamp in the upper part (soft folds with tiny holes, small tears in margins). 

Code: 67388 

 

 

The newspaper was published between 1923 and 1925.  

As the first editions supported Mustafa Kemal, the newspaper started supporting the main opposition 

Progressive Republican Party soon after the republic was proclaimed. The newspaper was shut down 

after Sheikh Said rebellion im March 1925. 

The title page of the 677 issue shows the centre of the rebellion with a map showcasing the area around 

Diyarbakır and Ergani.  

The editor was Ahmet Şükrü Esmer (1891 - 1982), a lawyer with a PhD from the Columbia University in 

New York. As he could not return home during the WWI, he started publishing a newspaper Sada-yı 

Vatan in New York, which was the first Turkish newspaper published in the US. In Turkey he vas active 

as a politician. After WWII, Esmer was involved in the international politics and lived in the US for a 

while. 

The newspaper was revived under a different editor in 1940. 

 

€120.00  

  



38. OTTOMAN NEWSPAPER 

 

 HILAL. [THE CRESCENT] .هالل 

 

 

Author: Yusuf ZIYA, editor.  

Place and Year: Istanbul, August 21st, 1915.  

Technique: Folio, 4 pp. (slightly age-toned, small tears in margins, soft horizontal fold, otherwise in a 

good condition).  

Code: 67391 

 

 

A newspaper with articles on the world politics was printed in Istanbul in French language. 

The newspaper was printed between June 4th, 1915, and June 30th, 1916. 

 

€65.00  

  



39. GLI AVVENIMENTI D'ORIENTE.  

 

BULLETINO ILLUSTRATO.  

 

An Italian illustrated magazine on the war events on the Balkans in 1897. 

 

 

Author: Albino GALVALIGI, editor.  

Place and Year: Milano: Treves, March-June 1897. 

Technique: 23 issues (of 32?). Numbers 1-9, 11-19, 21-23, 25-26, 28, Each folio, 8 pp. with illustrations 

within text (together 224 pp. with missing numbers between), unbound, as originally published (Very 

Good, tiny tears in margins). 

Code: 67390 

 

 

A series of richly illustrated magazines in Italian language represent the current political events on the 

Balkans and Turkey with Armenia. 

The magazines were published in the same year bound together as a book under the title Gli Avvenimenti 

d'Oriente. La guerra Greco-Turca, 1896-97. Cronaca illustrata. 

 

€120.00  
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© 2018 Antiquariat Daša Pahor GbR – Alexander Johnson & Daša Pahor 

Alle Festbestellungen werden in der Reihenfolge des Bestelleingangs ausgeführt. Das Angebot ist freibleibend. 

Unsere Rechnungen sind zahlbar netto nach Empfang. Bei neuen und uns unbekannten Kunden behalten wir und 

das Recht vor, gegen Vorausrechnung zu liefern. Preise verstehen sich in EUR. Rückgaberecht: 1 Monat.  

Zusendung Weltweit ist kostenlos. 

 

All items are subject to prior sale and are at the discretion of the vendor.  

Possession of the item(s) does not pass to the client until the invoice has been paid in full. Prices are in EURO. All 

items are subject to return within 1 month of date or invoice, provided the item is returned in the same condition as 

which it was sold.  

The vendor offers free worldwide shipping. 


