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1. OTTOMAN MILITARY SURVEY OFFICE. 

MONTENEGRO / IMPORTANT OTTOMAN CARTOGRAPHY 

 

[Karadağ / Montenegro]. 

Istanbul: Erkan-ı Harbiye Dairesi, Coğrafya Cemiyeti Askeriyesi 

[Imperial Military State College, Military Survey Office], 1291 Rumi 

Calendar [1875]. 

Lithograph dissected into 24 sections and mounted upon original linen (Very 

Good, just some very light toning), 105 x 105 cm (41.5 x 41.5 inches). 

Extremely rare – the finest printed Ottoman map of Montenegro and the 

surrounding region ever created, the culmination of forty years of advanced 

military and boundary surveys, produced by the Ottoman Military Survey 

Office in Istanbul in 1875, on the eve of the Montenegrin–Ottoman War 

1876 to 1878, which marked the Turks’ last stand in the land they called 

Karadağ and the complete independence of the Montenegrin nation. 

 

This stellar map is the finest printed Ottoman map of Montenegro and the 

surrounding regions ever created and is predicated upon the finest military and 

civilian sources.  One of the great masterpieces of the cartography of the 

Balkans, it was compiled by the Ottoman Military Survey Office in Istanbul 

and published in 1875, on the eve of the Montenegrin–Ottoman War of 1876 

to 1878, during which Montenegro defeated the Ottoman armies to secure its 

full intercedence after almost 400 years of Turkish rule.  The map was made 

exclusively for the use of senior Ottoman military officers and administrators 

who would had the misfortune of overseeing the conflict on behalf of the 

Sublime Porte.  

The map is centred upon what was then the Principality of Montenegro, a 

small autonomous state that was still a de jure part the Ottoman Empire.  The 

mountainous, landlocked country was then dramatically smaller than the 

modern republic of Montenegro; Ottoman Montenegro had a land area of only 

4,405 km², versus the 13,812 km² of today’s state.  Importantly, key areas of 

today’s country, such as the Adriatic coast, including the ports of Cattaro 

(Kotor) and Bar, as well Podgorica (the national capital) were then not part of 

the country.  Ottoman Montenegro then consisted merely of the highlands 

surrounding the small capital city of Cetinje.  The contemporary boundaries of 

Montenegro are very carefully demarcated upon the map, by pricked lines, 

following very precise scientific surveys executed by international teams of 

professional engineers.  

The scope of the map extends to the northwest as far as Dubrovnik (today in 

Croatia) and down south as far as Shkodër (Albania) and up north and east to 

take in parts of Hercegovina, Serbia and Kosovo.  



The map is dramatically more detailed and accurate than any existing maps of the region, 

especially with respect to its depiction of Montenegro.  Every town and small village is carefully 

labelled, while all roads are delineated.  The aspects of elevation in this heavily mountainous 

region are expressed through delicate hachures.  The map is an extremely sophisticated, even an 

ideal, tool to aid military movement or civil administration.  

The cartographic inset in the upper left features the vicinity of the Battle of the Ostrog Monastery 

in 1862, whereupon the Ottoman army crushed the Montenegrin forces, before occupying Cetinje.  

This was perhaps included, in part, to harken back to better days for the Ottomans, urging them to 

repeat this achievement in the expected showdown to come (which was not to be!). 

Historical Context: Montenegro’s Struggle for Full Independence 

Montenegro is a Slavic Orthodox Christian country that from the late 15th Century to the 1878 was 

a de jure part of the Ottoman Empire.  Although its enjoyed extensive autonomy over its internal 

affairs, by the mid-19th Century Montenegro continually pressed for its full independence from the 

Sublime Porte, sometimes resorting to armed conflict.   

The modern cartography of Montenegro commenced in 1836, when Colonel Fedor von Karacsay, 

a Hungarian military engineer, who was then the Austrian garrison commander of the nearby port 

of Cattaro (Kotor), was permitted to map the country by its ruler Petar II Petrović-Njegoš, with 

whom had formed a personal friendship.  This resulted in the publication of Karacsay’s Carte du 

Pays de Montenegro dressée d’après les opérations géodétiques sur les lieux et recherches les 

plus soigneuses (Vienna, circa 1838), the first broadly accurate map of Montenegro.  While not a 

precisely accurate rendering, because Karacsay did not have time to conduct a full range of 

systematic trigonometrical surveys, it is nevertheless a highly impressive work whereupon the 

geographical identity of Montenegro cames into view for the first time.  Please see a link to this 

map: 

https://www.pahor.de/media/catalog/product/cache/1/pahor_original/9df78eab33525d08d6e5fb8d

27136e95/6/7/67601a.jpg 

  

Over the next thirty or so years several wars and insurrections occurred in Montenegro, as well in 

neighbouring regions such as Albania and Hercegovina.  The Ottoman armies that travelled 

northwards to confront these challenges were accompanied by skilled military engineers who 

made stellar manuscript maps that were taken back to Istanbul, where they were stored at the 

Ottoman Military Survey Office.  Likewise, the Montenegrin court commissioned maps for both 

cadastral and military purposes.  Evidence suggests that especially fine maps were made under the 

auspices of Henri Delarue, a French mathematician and geodesist, who once worked at the Paris 

Observatory, and who served as the secretary to the Montenegrin court during the late 1850s.  

Moreover, the Austrian military, which ruled neighbouring Dalmatia made many excellent 

surveys that touched upon the Montenegrin borderlands.  

As the issue of Montenegro’s boundaries with its neighbours was a severe ongoing source of 

diplomatic and military tension, in 1858 the great European powers set up a Boundary 

Commission to map the country’s frontiers to the highest scientific standards.  International teams 

of professional engineers, employing the most advanced equipment, were deployed along the 

borderlands.  While the work was often interrupted by warfare, as well as violent attacks from 

civilians who resented the ‘intrusion’ upon their lands, by the late 1860s, the commission 

surveyors had succeeded in mapping much of Montenegro’s peripheries to stellar geodetic 

standards. 

In the summer of 1875, the Serbian community in Hercegovina (which was closely allied to 

Montenegro) broke out in what became known as the Herzegovina Uprising (1875-8).  This 

caused a dramatic escalation in tensions between the Sublime Porte and Cetinje.  Correctly 

anticipating that the situation in the region was soon to explode into a broader conflict, the 

Ottoman military commissioned the present map.  

The highly skilled draftsmen at the Ottoman Military Survey Office combed through all the 

Ottoman military manuscript maps made over the last few decades, selecting only the best and 

most accurate representations of each area.  They had access to all the copies of the Montenegro 

Boundary Commission surveys, which were of peerless quality.  They also consulted the Austrian 

surveys of the adjacent coastal areas, and likely also Montenegrin manuscript maps captured when 

the Ottoman army occupied Cetinje in 1862.   

By carefully combining these stellar sources, they created the era’s finest map of the Montenegro 

and the surrounding lands, marking the apogee of the Ottoman cartography of the region.  It ranks 

as one of the greatest maps of any part of the Balkans ever made, and it would not be superseded 

for some years.   

As the unparalleled accuracy of the present map made it militarily sensitive, only a small, number 

of examples would have been issued, exclusively for the use of senior Ottoman military 

commanders and civil administrators.   When Montenegro rebelled against the Sublime Porte for 

the last time, in what became known as the Montenegrin–Ottoman War (1876-8), Ottoman 

commanders would surely have carried examples of the present map into the field where it would 

have been vitally useful.  Nonetheless, overwhelmed by the greater conflict that became the 

Russo-Ottoman War of 1877-8, the Ottomans were decisively defeated in Montenegro.  At the 

Treaty of Berlin (1878) they were compelled to recognize Montenegro’s complete independence.  

Thus, the present map is a glorious artefact from the Turks’ last stand in the land they called 

Karadağ. 

 

A Note on Rarity 

The present map is exceedingly rare; we have not been able to trace references to any other 

examples.  The map would have been issued by the War Ministry Press in only a very small print 

run exclusively for high-level official use.  While examples of the map would have been much 

valued during their time, the survival rate of such large works is incredibly low.  

 

Historical Context: The Sublime Porte and the Rise of an Independent Montenegro 

Montenegro is a Slavic, Orthodox Christian country centred in what is the interior of today’s 

republic.  It was conquered by the Ottoman Empire in the late 15th Century.  The Sublime Porte 

eventually organized the territory into the Vilayet (Province) of Montenegro, although the local 

populous continually resisted Constantinople’s authority. 

https://www.pahor.de/media/catalog/product/cache/1/pahor_original/9df78eab33525d08d6e5fb8d27136e95/6/7/67601a.jpg
https://www.pahor.de/media/catalog/product/cache/1/pahor_original/9df78eab33525d08d6e5fb8d27136e95/6/7/67601a.jpg


From 1696, Montenegro was ruled by the Prince-Bishops (Metropolitans / Vladika) of Cetinje, of 

the Petrović-Njegoš dynasty, who exercised considerable autonomy under the aegis of the 

Ottomans.  From 1711, the prince-bishops’ authority over the region was augmented, and the 

country became internally self-governing, although it had to submit to Ottoman authority in 

external and military affairs.   

Landlocked Montenegro was hemmed in by neighbours, the people of which often had 

‘complicated’ relations with the Montenegrins – it was tough neighbourhood!  The great Adriatic 

port of Cattaro (Kotor) was controlled by the Republic of Venice, the Ottomans’ old nemesis.  To 

the south was Ottoman Albania; while the Montenegrins had sometimes formed alliances with 

certain tribes in the Shkodër area, they were often at odds with the Albanians.  On the other hand, 

the ethnic Serbians in Hercegovina to the north, and Serbia to the northeast, were the cultural 

brothers of the Montenegrins, and it was in these directions that Cetinje both looked for and gave 

support.  

Metropolitan Petar I Petrović-Njegoš (reigned 1784 – 1830) was a strong leader who boldly 

challenged Ottoman authority while modernizing the country.  While not going so far as to 

technically declare Montenegro’s independence from Constantinople, he won several military 

confrontations against Ottoman forces, expanding his principality’s boundaries.  Importantly, he 

was the first modern Montenegrin leader to successfully leverage his country’s ties, in a political 

and military sense, to Serbia and its rising independence movement, while seeking Russian 

backing as a counterweight to the Sublime Porte.   

In the years following the Congress of Vienna (1814-5), which reordered European politics in the 

wake of the defeat of Napoleon Bonaparte, Montenegro transitioned from being a backwater into 

a key piece on the grand continental chessboard.  The Ottomans regarded Montenegro as a 

renegade province that while, in and of itself, was far more trouble than it was worth, it 

nevertheless straddled their valued possessions of Albania and Bosnia & Hercegovina.  

Accordingly, the outright succession of Montenegro could not be permitted.  Moreover, during the 

prevailing Ottoman Tanzimat Era (1839-76), the Sublime Porte strived to tighten its authority over 

its European possessions, a programme which naturally clashed with the prevailing direction of 

Montenegro.  Under these circumstances, tension, if not outright military conflict, between 

Montenegro and the Ottomans was inevitable.   

Beyond its ethnic affinity for Montenegro, Russia saw the principality as one of the Sublime 

Porte’s greatest geopolitical vulnerabilities and was determined to support Cetinje’s ambitions as 

much as possible to any point just short of becoming directly involved any war in the Western 

Balkans.  

Habsburg Austria, which had assumed control of Dalmatia, including the port of Cattaro (Kotor), 

which the Montenegrins quietly coveted, was usually eager to avoid conflict, as that would imperil 

its difficult-to-defend coastal possessions.  However, during the 1850s, supposed incursions by 

Montenegrins and Herzegovinian rebels into Austrian territory, as well as Cetinje’s alleged links 

to anti-Habsburg Slavic activists in Dalmatia, caused tensions to rise almost to the boiling point.   

In early 1858, the Austrians attempted, with limited success, to incite the ethnic Croatians living 

around Cattaro and Ragusa to create a buffer zone protecting these ports from the escalating 

conflict in Hercegovina and Montenegro.  Moreover, tensions between France and Austria played 

out in the region as both nations came to oppose each other in the short, but sharp, Second Italian 

War of Independence (1859). 

Meanwhile, Britain, from its bases in Malta and Corfu was the dominant naval power in the 

Adriatic and Eastern Mediterranean.  While not particularly interested in Montenegro, in and of 

itself, in the era of ‘The Great Game’ Whitehall was utterly paranoid about any possibility that 

Russia could gain control of a port on the Mediterranean.  As a bellwether ally of Constantinople, 

it worked to frustrate Montenegro’s independence movement, lest the country be used as a 

forward Russian base; however, it was careful to do this softly so as not to alienate Slavic entities 

in the Balkans.  

Since 1851, Montenegro was ruled by Metropolitan Danilo Petrović-Njegoš (1826-60), a dashing 

and courageous leader who was determined to modernize his country and finally gain its complete 

and formal independence from the Ottoman Empire.  In 1852, emboldened after a successful 

diplomatic mission to St. Petersburg, he declared himself the Knjaz (Prince) Danilo I, secularizing 

his role in a more progressive fashion.  He quickly galvanized his authority upon beating back a 

Turkish invasion of his county during the Ottoman-Montenegrin War of 1852-3.  In 1855 

established ‘Danilo’s Code’, the country’s secular constitution, and began to build the 

bureaucratic systems necessary for the country’s (hopefully imminent) independence.  

Importantly, Danilo was determined to not only gain Montenegro’s independence, but to expand 

its territory to include parts of neighbouring jurisdictions that had a Slavic Orthodox majority.  

The desire to realize ‘Greater Montenegro’ was not only done out of an emotional sense of 

irredentism, but also out of a realization that the principality’s current boundaries were insufficient 

to support its future defence and economic development.  Notably, Montenegro wanted to assume 

control over parts of southern and eastern Hercegovina, as well as gaining a window to the sea at 

the port of Bar.  Many Montenegrins also dreamed of one day annexing Kotor and parts of 

Northern Albania including Shkodër, although it was dangerous to openly express such 

sentiments.  

However, Danilo had a major problem.  Russia’s calamitous involvement in the Crimean War 

(1853-6), whereby St. Petersburg was throttled by an alliance of Britain, France and the Ottoman 

Empire, ensured that she was in no position to provide effective support to Montenegro.  The 

prince knew that his ambitions for his tiny state would be snuffed out without the sponsorship of a 

major global power.  

France was then ruled by Emperor Napoleon III (reigned, 1852-70), who, inspired by the example 

of his uncle and namesake, executed an ambitious and aggressive foreign policy.  France mounted 

military interventions in a variety of locations across the globe, while working to augment its ‘soft 

power’ (i.e. economic and diplomatic) in other places, such as the Balkans.   

France had a vital interest in the affairs of the Western Balkans.  She saw herself as natural ally of 

various of the region’s stakeholders (for example, Roman Catholics) and in an era when shipping 

was still key, these lands occupied a strategically vital position, guarding the entrance to the 

Adriatic Sea.  While France was the Sublime Porte’s oldest Western ally, ever since François I 

and Suleiman the Magnificent forged an accord in 1536, it was not against manipulating the 

relationship for its own gains, sometimes to the great detriment of Constantinople.  The vacuum 

created by Russia’s travails represented an unprecedented opportunity to move into the Balkans in 

a big way, displacing St. Petersburg as the main external influence upon the region.  France was 



able to use its role as a ‘cultural superpower’ to its advantage; many key Balkan figures were 

Francophiles, and some had even lived and studied in France.  In some cases, the affinity for the 

French language and culture cut across what would be natural political allegiances.  Despite their 

ethnic brotherhood with Russia, several important Serbian and Montenegrin figures had a great 

affection for France.  

Anticipating new opportunities, in 1853, the Quay d’Orsay re-opened a vice-consulate in Scutari 

(Shkodër), a major trading centre in Northern Albania (this post would be upgraded to a full 

consulate in 1855).  The consulate was to be the base for France’s designs to gain influence in the 

region, having auspices over all diplomatic operations in Northern Albania, Montenegro and 

Hercegovina.  

As a sign of the importance of the new post at Scutari, the French foreign ministry appointed 

strong figures to serve as consul general.  These individuals included Hyacinthe Hecquard (served 

1854 to 1861), an explorer, ethnographer and former army officer who had gained great praise for 

his work in Western Africa; and Gabriel Aubaret (served 1868-70), a naval officer, linguist, 

explorer and the future President of the Ottoman Public Debt Administration.  While new to the 

Balkans and the diplomatic corps, the seculturally sensitive and level-headed diplomats quickly 

formed close bonds with key stakeholders. 

Hecquard was given a very difficult assignment that was constantly subject to extreme variables 

beyond his control.  He was to try to make Montenegro a client state of France, so marginalizing 

Russia, without raising the ire of the Sublime Porte.  As the present archive will demonstrate, 

while the objective was aided by the fact that Danilo was receptive to Paris’s overtures, and 

Russia was on the back-foot, it was imperilled by Montenegro’s insatiable desire for self-

determination and territorial expansion, which was opposed by the Ottoman’s Tanzimat 

programme.  As was often the case in the Balkans, even the best laid plans could take a 

dramatically unexpected course.  

Danilo, while maintaining close bonds of ethic kinship with Russia, realized that St. Petersburg 

was then unable to provide him with the material support he required.  He was favourably 

disposed towards France and tried to forge new bonds with Paris but without unsettling Russia or 

the local hard-line Slavic nationalist movement that was naturally suspicious of France.   

The Treaty of Paris (March 30, 1856), which concluded the Crimean War and regulated the new 

system, which was to govern the Balkans, made no concession towards Montenegro’s 

independence.  In fact, the conference issued on official communiqué that asserted that 

Montenegro was an inalienable part of the Ottoman Empire.  Despite France’s sympathy for 

Montenegro, it was then simply not advantageous for Paris to risk insulting the Sublime Porte by 

requesting the inclusion of any formal measure in Cetinje’s favour.   

The Ottoman eyalet of Hercegovina, which bordered Montenegro to the north, had a mixed 

Muslim and Orthodox Christian population.  It was long a troubled land, as both communities had 

at times fought against each other, as well as rebelled against Ottoman rule.  During this period, 

the country was rocked by the Hercegovina Uprising, an Orthodox rebellion led by Luka 

Vukalović (1823-73), that first broke out in 1852.  The Ottoman Army had so far been unable to 

suppress the revolt, while Serbia and Montenegro provided support to Vukalović.  Montenegro 

not only shared an ethnic kinship with the Orthodox Herzegovinians, but also hoped to eventually 

annex parts of the eyalet.    

Danilo made a fateful decision to directly join Vukalović’s uprising.  From December 1857 

onwards, he sent Montenegrin forces to fight alongside the rebels, guaranteeing a dramatic 

deterioration in relations between Cetinje and Constantinople.  Moreover, Austria came to take a 

hostile attitude towards Montenegro, as it believed that the instability in Hercegovina threatened 

the security of its geographically vulnerable ports of Cattaro and Ragusa.  Danilo upped the ante 

in the early months of 1858, when he sent a sizable army under Duke Ivo Radonjić that 

significantly strengthened Vukalović’s movement.  

Hecquard had a real problem on his hands.  He personally sympathized with the Montenegrin 

cause, but feared that Danilo might overextend himself, provoking an extreme military response 

from Constantinople.  Recently, the Ottomans had been somewhat restrained in their approach, 

hoping to merely to contain the situation in Hercegovina and Montenegro, as opposed to sending 

in a massive army to utterly crush the resistance.  Moreover, he feared that Austria might also feel 

compelled to mount a military response if it felt that its hegemony was at risk; Cattaro had a large 

Montenegrin population that might rebel under the right circumstances.  The temperature needed 

to be brought down, lest things spiral out of control.  

In the late 1850s, France played a major role in arranging for the creation of an official 

Commission of the Great European Powers (in this case, France, Britain, Russia, Prussia, Austria 

and the Ottoman Empire).  The goal of the body was to come up with a compromise that would 

tone down Montenegro’s’ demands for outright independence and to end Vukalović’s uprising.  

While it would not officially recognize Montenegro’s independence, it would tacitly approve its 

complete de facto sovereignty.  Moreover, it would agree to extend Montenegro’s borders to 



include some of the disputed borderlands of Hercegovina and Albania, while 

formally surveying said boundaries such that Cetinje’s gains would be clearly 

guaranteed.  

The Commission was first convened in April 1858, and for a moment, it 

seemed as if all the stars were aligned to create a peaceful, diplomat solution.  

However, as was usually the case in the Balkans, things did not turn out that 

way. 

There is still considerable debate amongst historians as to how events unfolded 

in Montenegro in the spring and summer of 1858.  While it is agreed that 

Danilo was intent upon aggressively pressing his principality’s bid for 

independence, with increased national boundaries, it is not clear if he intended 

for his forces to become embroiled in a direct large-scale conflict with the 

Ottoman Army.  It is quite likely that the prince merely intended to keep the 

pressure high in order to achieve concessions for the Ottomans, but that 

‘maverick’ actions by his subordinates and allies had unintended 

consequences. 

It must be noted that in addition to the tensions along the Herzegovinian 

border, Montenegro and the Ottomans were also skirmishing along their ill-

defined Albanian boundary; a state of affairs that also threatened to break out 

into full-on war.  Moreover, Cetinje had to deal with inter-tribal conflicts 

within the Montenegro itself.  

On May 4, 1858, General Hussein Pasha, leading an Ottoman army of 7,000 

(later reinforced to number over 13,000) crossed the border form Hercegovina 

into Montenegro, making camp upon the plateau of Grahovac.  Hussein Pasha 

was responding to the bold provocations of the Montenegrins who made 

repeated forays into Ottoman territory to support of Vukalović’s rebels.  The 

Ottomans likely crossed the line merely to intimidate the Montenegrins into 

backing down from their intervention in Hercegovina; they likely had no 

intention of mounting a full invasion Montenegro.    

In response, Grand Duke Mirko Petrović-Njegoš (1820-67), Danilo’s older 

brother, backed by Herzegovinian rebel forces.  In what became known as the 

Battle of Grahovac (May 11-13, 1858), the Montenegrin-Herzegovinian force 

scored a shocking defeat upon a much larger and better equipped Ottoman 

army.  A limited engagement on May 11 succeeded in forcing the Ottomans 

off the heights that rose from the plateau.  At that point, it seems that neither 

side wanted to continue the battle, as both felt impaired.  The Ottomans had 

lost the advantage of the terrain, yet their force was still dramatically larger 

and better armed, so could still crush the Montenegrins under most 

circumstances.  On May 12, a ceasefire was agreed, as Danilo’s representative, 

attempted to negotiate the Ottomans’ orderly withdrawal from the area, under 

the supervision of the International Boundary Commissioners, who were 

coincidentally camped nearby.   



The Ottomans believed that they had secured an agreement for the safe retreat of their army.  

However, as the Ottomans departed, vulnerable as they made their way through rough terrain, 

Mirko’s force suddenly attacked, utterly routing the Ottomans.   

The events at Grahovac sent shockwaves throughout the Balkans.  While the battle did not result 

in the end of Montenegrin-Ottoman conflict, and nor did is imminently lead to Montenegro’s full 

sovereignty, the event has gone down in history as the moment that solidified Montenegro’s 

national consciousness and preordained its independence. 

Grahovac was followed by a period of low-grade conflict that lasted until the Montenegrins 

inflicted another defeat upon the Ottomans, at the Battle of Kolašin (July 28, 1858), whereupon 

the fighting died down such that the Commission could continue its work.  On November 8, 1858, 

the Commissioners met in Constantinople to ratify a preliminary agreement that demarcated 

Montenegro’s borders, not only with Hercegovina, but also with Albania.  However, while this 

accord was initially greeted with favour by all parties, the international community subsequently 

became distracted and the boundaries were never properly surveyed, leaving the situation in a 

worrying state of ambiguity.  

France and the rest of the European diplomatic community were becoming caught up in the 

tension that would lead to the Second Italian War of Independence (April-July 1859), whereby 

France would support Italian forces in their victory against Austria.  Not wanting to concern itself 

with a conflict in the Balkans, the powers placed tremendous pressure upon both Danilo and the 

Sublime Porte to cease hostilities and to accept the provisional findings of the Commission.  

While Vukalović continued his rebellion, in a low-grade fashion, in Hercegovina, for the next 

couple years peace held out between Montenegro and the Ottomans.   

The distraction of the affairs in Italy ensured that Danilo came to feel that France would not be the 

long-term sponsor he had hoped for.  While he was still favourably inclined towards Paris, he was 

disappointed that France did not insist that the events of 1858 result in the international 

recognition of Montenegrin independence.  While Grahovac made Danilo a pan-Slavic hero and 

dramatically raised the profile of his country, Montenegro was still a landlocked statelet under 

constant threat of Ottoman invasion, leaving it scarcely better off than it was before.  In this 

context, Danilo reembraced Russia, which had recovered some of its potency in the period since 

the Crimean War.   

Danilo was assassinated while visiting Cattaro, on August 13, 1860.  While the exact motives of 

his Montenegrin killer, Todor Kadić, are not clear, it is thought likely that they had more to do 

with matters of inter-tribal rivalry as opposed to being part of grand political design.    Danilo was 

succeeded on the throne by his nephew, Nikola I Petrović-Njegoš (1841 - 1921), who would rule 

Montenegro for the next 58 years.  While a Paris-educated francophile, Nikola was also a close 

friend of Russia, which encouraged him towards pursuing an extreme course.   

Nikola’s support of Vukalović’s rebellion become incautious, which greatly angered the new 

Sultan Abdülaziz I.  In 1861, instead of sending ‘B Team’ forces to deal with the Montenegrins, 

the Sublime Porte dispatched Field Marshal Omar Pasha Latos (1806-71), who was not only the 

best soldier in the Ottoman Empire but one of the world’s most impressive field commanders.  

Omar Pasha, an ethnic Serb who had converted to Islam, possessed extensive familiarity with the 

region, having supressed a Muslim rebellion in Hercegovina with phenomenal ruthlessness in 

1851.  Unlike many contemporary Ottoman commanders, who had habit of acting impetuously, 

Omar Pasha was methodical and patient.  The albeit spirited and clever Montenegrin army stood 

little chance, as Omar Pasha would likely not make any mistakes that they could capitalize upon 

in order to compensate for their inferior manpower and artillery.   

In what was known as the Montenegrin–Ottoman War (1861–62), Omar Pasha’s forces, after 

encountering surprisingly effective initial resistance, simply overwhelmed the Montenegrins like a 

juggernaut.  In the decisive engagement, the Ottoman defeated Grand Duke Mirko’s forces at the 

Battle of the Ostrog Monastery, before going on the take Cetinje.  Nikola was faced with total 

defeat and for a moment it looked as if Montenegro might be a country no more.  However, Omar 

Pasha was under orders to treat the Montenegrins with magnanimity.  The Sublime Porte wanted 

merely to ‘prove a point’, hoping that would secure an enduring peace with the Montenegrins; 

they saw the conflict as a tiresome distraction from more important matters.   

The terms of the Treaty of Scutari (August 31, 1862), which ended the war were amazingly 

generous to Montenegro.  The country was permitted to keep its pre-war boundaries and would be 

allowed to retain its internal autonomy; however, it had to recognize Ottoman suzerainty.  At the 

same time, Omar Pasha ensured that the Vukalović’s rebellion in Hercegovina was utterly 

crushed, eliminating a natural source of friction between Cetinje and Constantinople. 

A chastened Nikola learned a valuable lesson.  He realized that he had acted with youthful over 

exuberance and for the next fourteen years endeavoured to be more cautious.  Relations between 

Montenegro and the Ottomans generally remained peaceful, allowing Nikola to strengthen his 

nation and its army. 

Montenegro finally received the big break it had long desired when the Ottoman Empire was 

thrown into chaos upon its bankruptcy in October 1875.  In what was known as the Montenegrin–

Ottoman War (1876-8), Nikola teamed up with a new generation of Herzegovinian rebels to give 

the Ottoman forces in the region a run for their money.  The conflict, which dovetailed into the 

Russo-Ottoman War of 1877-8, saw the Ottomans collapse on all fronts.  The Montenegrins won 

the key Battle of Vučji Do (July 18, 1877) and proceeded to run the table, winning victory after 

victory, even conquering Bar, giving the country access to the sea.   

The Treaty of San Stefano (March 3, 1878) and reiterated the Treaty of Berlin (July 13, 1878) 

confirmed Montenegro’s official and complete independence from the Ottoman Empire, as well as 

doubling its territory from 4,405 km² to 9,475 km².  After all the dramatic turns of the preceding 

decades, Montenegro had commenced new chapter where it could chart its own destiny.  

References: N / A – No other examples traced.  Cf. [Background:] Henri DELARUE, Le Monténégro, 

histoire, description, moeurs, usages, législation, constitution politique (Paris: B. Duprat, 1862); 

Bejtullah D. DESTANI, Montenegro: Political and Ethnic Boundaries 1840-1920, 2 vols. 

(Cambridge: Archive Editions, 2001); Hyacinthe HECQUARD, Histoire et description de la Haute-

Albanie ou Guégarie (Paris: A. Bertrand, [1859]); Hyacinthe HECQUARD, ‘Mémoire sur le 

Monténégro’, Bulletin de la Société de géographie, 5ième série, tome IX (April 1865), pp. 305-47; 

Josip MANDALINIČ, ‘Černá Hora v 50. letech 19. Století období přechodu od teokracie k světské 

formě vlády, závěrečná fáze procesu konstituování Černé Hory’ (Ph.D. Dissertation, Charles 

University, Prague, 2012; Maurus REINKOWSKI, ‘Double Struggle, No Income: Ottoman 

Borderlands in Northern Albania’, in International Journal of Turkish Studies, no. 3, nos. 1–2 

(Summer 2003), pp. 239-54; Jean Baptiste Evariste Charles Pricot de SAINTE-MARIE, 

L’Herzégovine: étude géographique, historique et statistique (Paris: J. Baer, 1875). 
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2. INDIA / PAKISTAN – PUNJAB, JAMMU & KASHMIR, HIMACHAL PRADESH / 

WESTERN HIMLAYAS. 

John WALKER, Compiler / Surveyors: Godfrey VIGNE / Claude WADE / John 

ANDERSON & Henry DURAND / William MOORCROFT & George TREBECK. 

Map of the Northern Part of the Punjab, and of Kashmir, also, of the Frontiers of Ladak & 

Little Tibet, Compiled from the Surveys of G.T. Vigne, Esqr., Captain C. Wade, Lieuts. J. 

Anderson, & H.M. Durand, Mr. Moorcroft, &c. By order of the Court of Directors of the East 

India Company, By John Walker.  

London: John Walker, 1846. 

An exceedingly rare, large format map published by for the private use of the East India 

Company directors and senior civil and military officials depicting Northern Punjab, Jammu & 

Kashmir as well as great arch of the Western Himalayas, predicated upon the very best 

available sources, created just as the British were gaining victory during the First Anglo-Sikh 

War; the map was a vital tool in Britain’s successful quest to gain mastery over North-western 

India; the present example owned by Johann Detleff Prochnow, a prominent missionary and 

explorer operating the Himalayas. 

Copper engraving with original outline hand colour, dissected into 30 sections and mounted upon 

original linen, folding into original red cloth covers with Greek Key blindstamped borders and 

gilt-debossed title, manuscript owner’s inscription of “J.D. Prochnow” [Johann Detleff Prochnow] 

in ink to front endpaper (Excellent condition, map clean and crisp, just some very slight marginal 

wear to covers), 98 x 67.5 cm (38.5 x 67.5 inches). 

This important and impressive map was issued on the orders of the directors of the East India 

Company (EIC) for high-level official use in the immediate wake of the First Anglo-Sikh War 

(1845-6).  During this conflict, which occurred within the context of the ‘Great Game’ (Britain’s 

cold war with Russia over control of the heart of Asia), Britain and the once mighty Sikh Empire, 

which controlled the Punjab and the Kashmir, came to blows.  Britain ended up defeating the 

Sikhs and gaining control of Kashmir and the Bist Doab, the prosperous area southeast of the Sikh 

capital, the great city of Lahore.  From that point onwards, Britain would continue to apply further 

pressure on the Sikh Empire, until finally vanquishing it and annexing its lands during the Second 

Anglo-Sikh War (1848-9). 

The map was issued by the EIC’s official geographer John Walker in London to not only show the 

theatre of the First Anglo-Sikh War but to give senior officials an idea of the territories they hoped 

to conqueror or otherwise control  in the near future (the map was printed on March 30, 1846, 

before news of the end of the war had reached London, but after initial British victories made 

Whitehall reasonably confident of victory).  While the map is composite work, with a very diverse 

quality of geographic coverage, it importantly brings together the very best available sources on 

the mapping of the Northern Punjab, Kashmir and as the adjacent Himalayan region together in a 

single map for the first time, including new intelligence fresh from the battle theatre. 

The great rarity of the map – the present offering seems to be 1 of only 2 known examples – is due 

the fact that it was a private issue reserved for the use of high-level officials (i.e. British 

politicians, EIC Directors and military officers); there is no evidence that it was offered for sale on 



the public market.  Walker would have executed only a very small print run, and the survival rate 

of such large maps is very low.  

The present example of the map belonged to Johann Detelff Prochnow, one of the most important 

Protestant missionaries in India through the 1840s and ‘50s, as well as an explorer of the Western 

Himalayas, who resided in in Kothgar, near Shimla.  He was likely able to obtain an example of 

the map from one of his many contacts in the EIC hierarchy.  

The map is divided into Punjab (generally fertile lowlands) and the Himalayan uplands (Kashmir, 

Ladakh, Gilgit, etc.) by coloured lines that run across the scene about a third of the way up from 

the bottom (pink borders Punjab, while green borders the Himalayan zone).  The map embraces a 

considerable amount of territory, extending from just below 31°N to just below 38°N latitude, and 

from 72°E to 79°E longitude.  Roughly centred on the Vale of Kashmir, it embraces the Punjab 

down as far as Ferozepur and Ludhiana, and extends as far north as the Pamirs in what is today 

Tajikistan; the map ranges, in the west from Attock (the northernmost tip of Punjab) as far east as 

part of what it today Himachal Pradesh, with the key hill station of Shimla (the future ‘summer 

capital’ the British Raj), being located in the lower right corner.  

The map is a composite of the best available sources, created before any part of the region was 

subject to systematic trigonometric surveys.  It shows that some areas were reasonably well 

known to the British, while others were still complete enigmas; consequently, some parts of the 

map are impressively accurate, while other places are products of conjecture, or event left blank.  

The map labels innumerable roads, trails, mountain passes, cities, villages and forts, while some 

mountain ranges are expressed through hachures, while others are faint conjectural lines.  The 

map features many fascinating annotations from explores on the nature of the terrain, its 

vegetation, geology and the mysterious sources of great rivers.    

The depiction of the Vale of Kashmir is quite well formed, while the depiction of the Himalayan 

areas beyond is less precise, based on fragmentary intelligence collected during various exploring 

expeditions.  Much of the information on the montane regions was compiled by Godfrey Vigne 

(1801-63), an extraordinary Early Victorian figure.  Educated at Harrow, before training as a 

lawyer at Lincoln’s Inn, he gained fame as a professional cricket player.  However, bored with 

aristocratic life in England, in 1831 he travelled to Persia and then India.  From 1835 to 1838, he 

extensively explored Kashmir and Ladakh, making numerous sketch maps, including of the Vale 

of Kashmir’s mountain passes.  Vigne also made a politically consequential trip to Afghanistan.  

His memoirs of his time in Asia were published as Travels in Kashmir, Ladak, Iskardo, the 

countries adjoining the mountain-course of the Indus, and the Himalaya, north of the Panjab, 2 

vols. (London, 1842), accompanied by large map, of which we will discuss later. 

Vigne, in turn based much of his information on the Himalayan region from the excellent maps 

from the expedition of William Moorcroft (1767-1825), a famed veterinarian and equestrian and 

who between 1819 and 1825 travelled through what it today Himachal Pradesh, Ladakh, Kashmir, 

Peshawar, Afghanistan and Bokhara (Uzbekistan), in search of fine Central Asian horses for the 

use of the East India Company.  Moorcroft’s cartographer was the youthful, but exceedingly 

talented, George Trebeck (1800-25), who made some of the finest expedition sketch maps ever 

made in India or Central Asia.  While both men sadly perished during the mission, their papers 

and maps were safely delivered to Calcutta, where then were disseminated to the right people and 

later, in part, published.  John Arrowsmith notably created a fine overview map of Moorcroft and 

Trebeck’s discoveries, Himalayan provinces of Hindustan and the Panjab, in Ladakh and 

Kashmir; in Peshawar, Kabul, Kunduz, and Bokhara (1841). 

The depiction of the Punjab, the fertile lowlands below the Himalayas, is derived from several 

recent, high quality sources.  The great river systems (Punjab means the “Land of Five Waters” 

referring to the rivers Jhelum, Chenab, Ravi, Sutlej and Beas) is, in good part, derived from 

Captain Claude Wade’s map Indus and Punjab Rivers (1833).  Wade was a diplomat and explorer, 

who maintained stellar relations with the Sikh court of Ranjt Singh, which allowed him the 

opportunity to map much of the Punjab. 

 

The coverage of the Punjab’s main transport corridors, densely packed with cities and villages 

connected by roads, running diagonally from the southeast to the northwest, from ‘Lodeana’ 

(Ludhiana) through Lahore to ‘Kuller Kahar’ (Kallar Kahar), is largely derived from the itinerary 

surveys conducted by Lieutenants John Anderson (1810-57) and Henry Durand (1812-71), the 

official cartographers of the Army of the Indus, the massive British force that traversed the Punjab 

on their way to invade Afghanistan in 1838-9.  However, as will be discussed later, the coverage 

of the area features many important new details mapped by British officials and soldiers in the 

years since.  

The cartographic inset in the upper left corner of the composition showcases the vast region 

extending from Skardu (today in Pakistani Kashmir) up and over the Karakorum Range as far as 

Kashgar (today in Xinjiang, China).   

 

The Story Behind the Map’s Publication  

In 1841, When George Vigne returned to London from his decade of travels in India, Persia and 

Central Asia, he procced to write his grand memoir of his travels.  Vigne, a high-society figure 

was personal friends with many of the EIC Directors, who were naturally eager to learn from 

Vigne’s experiences.  It seems that the directors put Vigne in touch with John Walker (1787 - 

1873), the Official Geographer to the East India Company.  Walker, a partner in the firm of J. & 

C. Walker, was a prominent figure in the British cartography scene; he was also the official chart 

engraver for the Admiralty.  Vigne and Walker worked together to fashion a grand map of 

Northern Punjab, Kashmir and the Western Himalayan region from the excellent sources 

described above.  The EIC agreed to pay for the publication of the map, entitled Map of Kashmir 

with its passes; Ladak & Little Tibet, the mountain course of the Indus and the Alpine Punjab 

generally taken principally from the MSS. Surveys of G.T. Vigne, Esqr. F.G.S., which was issued 

loose within a pocket in the back of the first volume of Vigne’s 1842 memoirs.  

Please view a scan of the Vigne-Walker map from the collection of the American Geographical 

Society at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee: 

https://collections.lib.uwm.edu/digital/collection/agdm/id/14907/ 

Vigne and Walker’s work was a masterpiece of frontier cartography that revealed the general 

geographic nature of the Northern Punjab and Kashmir for the first time on a single map, as well 

https://collections.lib.uwm.edu/digital/collection/agdm/id/14907/


as giving a fragmentary, yet valuable, depiction of the Western Himalayan region beyond.  It was 

an excellent starting point for further discovery.  

However, by the time of the First Anglo-Sikh War, the EIC Directors urgently needed better 

information on the geography of the Northern Punjab; the British territories immediately to the 

west; as well as the territory between the Punjab and Kashmir.  This information was vital for 

planning where to station and deploy troops; where to set up headquarters of civil administration; 

and where to fund infrastructure (road and bridge building) projects; and, of course, were to draw 

future political boundaries.  The depiction of the areas that were the theatre of the First Anglo-

Sikh War, taking up roughly the southern third of the Vigne map, were now seen as inadequate for 

the director’s requirements.  As they hoped that the war was concluding int their favour, the 

directors commissioned Walker to provide them with an improved map. 

The Vigne map was an excellent piece of cartography, and Walker still possessed the original 

copperplate, which remained the legal property of the EIC.  As there were very few new 

discoveries in the region that made of the upper two thirds of the map (Kashmir and northwards), 

to create the new and improved map Walker decided to use the Vigne plate, but to rework its 

lower third.  

In converting the Vigne map into the present work, beyond the fact that Walker changed and 

moved the title from the lower-left to the upper right, the map shows revisions in the lower third 

of the map that are so extensive as to make the resulting work an entirely new and different map.  

To begin with, in what is today Himachal Pradesh and western Kashmir (below Ladakh), which 

are shown in only the vaguest forms on Vigne’s map, have been extensively filled in with fresh 

information, gained both from a more detailed study of Moorcroft and Trebeck’s maps, as well as 

very recent mapping conducted by the Indian Army.  While much more surveying would need to 

occur, the present map ensures that these areas are no longer enigmas.   

Importantly, the present map features a wealth of new new information on the main settlement 

corridors of Northern Punjab; the main rivers and key roads are now showcased in great detail, 

along with the precise placement of hundreds of villages that were not present on Vigne’s map.  

This area was and would continue to be the main theatre of the Anglo-Sikh conflict, and senior 

administrators and army officers would have considered it mapping to be of vital importance.  

Notably, the present map shows that London was by this time well aware of the key British 

victory over the Sikhs at Ferozeshah (December 21-22, 1845), which is engraved just below the 

middle of the bottom neatline (near the British cantonment of Ferozepore.  

The map also features information on travel corridors between the Punjab and Jammu & Kashmir.  

Importantly, the present map would have been critically useful during the interbellum period, as 

well as during the Second Anglo-Sikh War whereby the EIC conquered all the Punjab, adding the 

final large Indian jewel to the British imperial crown. 

Curiously, one will notice that the map features only a partial left-hand neatline, while some 

incomplete portions of words are engraved entering the map in the upper left.  These details were 

present on the original Vigne plate and remained unchanged in the publication of the present map.  

To be clear, the present map is complete as issued; however, for reasons unknown, it seems that 

Walker may have once considered making the plate into part of a map that extended further 

westwards but, for reasons unknown, abandoned the project.  

The present map would not be generally superseded until teams of the Great Trigonometrical 

Survey (GTS) under William Johnson completed advanced scientific systematic surveys of 

Northern Punjab all the way to Attock in 1854.  Kashmir would be revealed in its full modern 

geographical form following the surveys conducted by Captain Thomas George Montgomerie 

between 1857 and 1860, an endeavour that is rightly considered to be one of the greatest technical 

feats of surveying of the 19th Century.  

The Provenance of the Present Map: Johann Prochnow – Missionary and Explorer in the 

Himalayas  

The present example of the map bears the manuscript owner’s inscription inside the front cover of 

“J.D. Prochnow”, being Reverend Dr. Johann Detleff Prochnow (1814 - 1888), one of the most 

prominent Protestant missionaries in the Himalayan regions of India, as well as an acclaimed 

explorer.  After being accused by the authorities in his native Prussia of ‘anti-government 

activities’, Prochnow travelled to India in 1840 to join the Gossner Missionary Society.  He later 

joined the Himalayan chapter of the leading British Protestant organisation in India, the Christian 

Missionary Society (CMS), eventually becoming its director.   

Based in in Kotghar (labelled on the present map as ‘Kotghur’ in the lower right corner), 

Prochnow extensively explored the Western Himalayas, on long, dangerous high-altitude treks in 

search of villages that might be receptive to his religious message.  While many EIC officers 

viewed missionaries with great scepticism, Prochnow was well-liked and highly respected by the 

authorities in India.  His close connections and ‘street cred’ as an explorer would have allowed 

him to obtain the present map, which was otherwise not publicly available.  Prochnow would have 

been intensely interested in the map, as it not only showed his base region in amazing new detail, 

but it revealed new horizons for possible missionary activity in Kashmir and the Punjab (although 

these largely Muslim regions would never be particularly receptive to missionaries).  Prochnow, 

who returned to Germany in 1858, was also a fine author who wrote valuable memoirs of his time 

in India as well as analysis of the Hindi language.  

A Note of Rarity 

Befitting such a large map issued in a small print run for a high-level private consumption, the 

present map is exceedingly rare.  We can trace only a single institutional example, at the British 

Library.  We cannot trace a sales record for another example since a listing in a 1905 Arthur 

Probsthain catalogue. 

Historical Context: The British Conquest North-western India 

The Directors of the East India Company commissioned the present map at a critical juncture 

during a transformative decade (1839-49) of British aggression and expansion in the Indian 

Subcontinent.  By 1818, the EIC, upon vanquishing the Maratha Confederacy, controlled almost 

all of India (either directly or via allied ‘princely states’).  The last major region of the 

Subcontinent not under their control was the Northwest and the far north, including Baluchistan, 

the Sindh, Punjab, Kashmir and Jammu.   

The Punjab was the heart of the Sikh Empire (1799-1849), a powerful and culturally sophisticated 

state ruled by Maharajah Ranjit Singh, a strong and wise leader, backed by the Khalsa, a modern 

Western-trained army.  The Sikhs recently conquered Kashmir and were allied with the British.   



 

  



Since 1820, Jammu had been ruled by Raja Gulab Singh, of the Hindu Dogra Dynasty, likewise a 

British ally. 

The Sindh was ruled by the Talpur Dynasty, a Shia regime that had been in power since 1783.  

Baluchistan, a wild transitional area between India and Persia, was controlled by several tribal 

kingdoms. 

Through the 1820s, the EEC felt little motivation to expand their power beyond the Sutlej (the 

river the Punjab than marked the Anglo-Sikh boundary).  Both the Sikhs and the Dogra were 

reliable and strong allies, while the entities beyond were too remote to be considered troublesome.  

Things began to change in the 1830s, due to two mutually reinforcing factors.  First, the East India 

Company, a commercial enterprise, found the costs of the civil administration of the subcontinent 

to be unexpectedly burdensome.  While some provinces such as Bengal were highly profitable, 

much of India was a financial drain on the Company’s coffers.  Punjab, the ‘Breadbasket of India’ 

was an immensely wealthy land, anchored by the great cultural and commercial centre of Lahore.  

Many key figures came to believe that the British Empire in India would not be complete without 

the Punjab which had the ability to export food across the subcontinent, while providing millions 

of rupees annually to the EIC Treasury.  

Second, Russia was aggressively conquering parts of the Caucuses and Central Asia, and many 

came to believe that St. Petersburg’s ultimate goal to make a run on India.  Encouraged by 

jingoistic writers, many officials in Calcutta and London were becoming downright paranoid, and 

by the early 1830s the Anglo-Russian rivalry was deemed the ‘Great Game’.  However, the 

Russian term for the showdown, the ‘Torment of Shadows’ was perhaps more apt, as the contest 

was largely a ‘cold war’, fuelled by overreactions to rumours, as opposed to genuine threats to 

India.  In any event, the mere missive of any Russian action anywhere in Asia, sent British 

officials into a frenzy, often motivating them to pursue extreme measures totally out of proportion 

to the matter at hand.  In this climate, the Northwest of India and, by extension, Afghanistan, was 

seen as the firewall protecting India from Russian aggression.    

Of course, it also must be recognized that some EIC officials who merely wanted Britain to 

conquer all of India (but privately though the Great Game to be silly), cynically wound up their 

‘Russia-paranoid’ colleagues in support of their expansionist objectives.  

Russian interference in Afghanistan during the Persian Siege of Herat (1837-8) convinced the 

Great Game ‘hawks’ that Russia was poised to take over Afghanistan, and that they would be 

upon the gates of India in short order.  This motivated the EIC to mount the breathtakingly stupid 

invasion of Afghanistan in the what became known as the First Anglo-Afghan War (1839-42).  

This venture resulted in what is often described as worst defeat in the history of the British 

Empire, highlighted by the fact that only a single soldier from the British garrison in Kabul made 

it home alive.  The British failure to take Afghanistan, far from discouraging further aggression, 

heightened the EIC’s desire to conquer the Northwest of India, as the Sindh and the Punjab were 

seen as the Subcontinent’s last lines of defence.  

The British made short work of the Sindh, toppling the Talpur Dynasty and annexing the province 

in 1843.  This gave them control of the mouths of the Indus and great seaport of Karachi. 

Meanwhile, the state of play had radically changed in the Sikh Empire.  The death of Ranjit Singh 

created a power vacuum, as the country was ruled by rapid succession of incompetent, weak, 

debauched and eventually adolescent leaders.  The powerful Khalsa army became listless, as the 

once formidable British ally became a rogue state that was a danger to itself and a liability to 

Britain (especially if the Russians ever appeared at the Khyber Pass).  This played into the hands 

of the expansionists in the EIC hierarchy who coveted the green fields and wealthy merchant 

towns of the Punjab.  Indeed, many British officials and military commanders had been given a 

chance to view this valuable country first-hand as thier troops were stationed there during the late 

Afghan War.  

The exact causes of the what became known as the First Anglo-Sikh War (December 11, 1845 – 

March 9, 1846) are still a matter of debate.  It seems that the British instigated the conflict and 

even bribed several Sikh commanders to sabotage their own cause before and during the conflict.   

In any event, on December 11, 1845 the Khalsa, having been provoked by the EIC, invaded 

British territory, crossing the Sutlej River and attacking that key British cantonment of 

Ferozepore.  The British initially had great difficulty containing the situation, and the Sikh army 

made its way some miles into British territory until the two sides met at the Battle of Ferozeshah 

(December 21-22, 1845).  Here the British won a victory that halted the Sikh invasion, even 

though the messy and chaotic performance of the British forces led many to question its ‘match 

fitness’.   

The British went on to invade the Sikh Punjab, winning the Battle of Aliwal (January 28, 1846) 

and the decisive Battle of Sobraon (February 10,1846), during which the main Sikh Army was 

crushed.  The British then marched into Lahore, where they demanded a hard bargain. 

At the Treaty of Lahore (March 9, 1846), the British demanded that the Sikhs surrender the Bist 

Doab (labelled on the present map as the ‘Doab of Baree’), a precious strip of territory between 

the Sutlej and Beas Rivers.  They also required that the Sikhs pay Britain an indemnity of 15 

million gold rupees, a sum so high as be unpayable.  In lieu of clearing the debt, the British 

compelled the Sikhs to surrender Kashmir.  This left the British with a geostrategic chokehold on 

the ailing Sikh state, as they now controlled the territory leading to the gates of Lahore, as well as 

the Himalayan highlands above the Punjabi plains.  

At the Treaty of Amritsar (March 16, 1846), the British sold Kashmir to Gulab Singh, the ruler of 

Jammu, for 7.5 million rupees.  This refilled the EIC’s sorely depleted treasury and transferred the 

expensive future responsibilities of governing a vast Himalayan territory to a diehard British ally.  

The British spent the next two years meddling in the affairs of the ailing Sikh Empire, which 

provoked the Second Anglo-Sikh War (April 18, 1848 – March 30, 1849).  During that conflict 

the British utterly vanquished the Sikhs, dissolving their empire and annexing the Punjab to 

British India.  While some peripheral areas of the subcontinent were still to be conquered, Britain 

had now completed the task of controlling all of India, an achievement that had eluded all the 

other historical empires that had attempted the same.  

References: British Library: Cartographic Items Maps 57540.(7.); Probsthain’s Oriental 

Catalogue, no. VII (London, 1905), no. 322 (p. 13); F. S. Aijazuddin, Rare maps of Pakistan 

(2000), p. xiv. Cf. R.H. Phillimore, Historical Records of the Survey of India, vol. IV (Dehra Dun, 

1958), pp. 219, 240, 246, 282, 290, 292, 360, 389, 417, 446. 
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3. MARSEILLE 

Jean Antoine BRESSON after Louis Henri de BOURBON,  CHEVALIER DE SOISSONS 

(1640-1703).  

Terroir, Ville, Port et Rade de Marseille et ses Environs où sont distingués ses Limites et ses 

Bornes 

Marseille: Jean Antoine Bresson 1773.  

Originally coloured copper engraving, image 55 x 36 cm (21.6 x 14.1 inches) (soft vertical 

fold, light staining, otherwise in a good condition). 

This detailed, separately published map of Marseille and its 

surroundings with a highly decorative original colour was made by 

a Marseille-based printed and publisher Jean-Antoine Bresson in 

1773. It showcases the different types of roads, cities, towns and 

villages, royal offices (marked with fleur de lys), rivers etc. The 

lines in the area of the bay with its islands represent the reach of 

the artillery and the cannons. 

The composition was based on an older map, with an additional 

view on the bottom, signed by P. Chevallier de Soissons, which 

was made in the early 1690s for the royal official in Marseille, Jean 

Louis Habert (see a copy at the Bibliothèque Nationale here: 

https://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b53062315j). 

P. Chevallier de Soissons can be identified as Louis Henri de 

Bourbon,  chevalier (also called bâtard, or bastard) de Soissons, 

Count of Noyers and of Dunois, Prince of Neuchâtel (1640 – 1703) 

illegitimate son of Louis de Bourbon-Condé, comte de Soissons, 

and Élisabeth des Hayes. The initial P. probably means Père 

(Father), as Louis Henri was a monk until 1694, after he exited the 

order and married.  

The original draft by Louis Henri de Bourbon,  chevalier de 

Soissons, was commissioned by king Louis XIV in 1690s, but 

before 1694, when de Soissons left the monastic order, for official 

and governmental purposes.  

It has been suggested in the later controversial literature, influenced 

by The Da Vinci Code, that the de Soissons’s map was made by 

King Louis XIV for Habert to find the holy grail in the region of 

Marseille. 

Our version from 1773 was a modernized version, dedicated to the 

mayor of Marseille.  

References: Fiona McLaren, Da Vinci's Last Commission, 2013. 

680 EUR  

https://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b53062315j


4. UNUSUAL PERSPECTIVES / ADVERTISEMENT 

Henry Aston BARKER (1774 – 1856). 

Henry Aston Barker’s Panorama, Leicester-Square. View of the City of St. Petersburg, 

taken on the tower of the Observatory. A View of the North Coast of Spitzbergen is now 

Exhibiting.  

London: 1819. 

 

Woodcut and Letterpress, 28 x 22,5 cm (9 x 8.8 inches) (soft folds with tiny tears and on-size 

holes, otherwise in a good condition). 

 

A handbill advertising a painted round panorama of St. Petersburg and views of Spitzbergen by 

the artist Henry Aston Barker was printed for the occasion of the exhibition of the two paintings at 

the Barker's round pavilion with optical illusions on Leicester Square.  

Henry Aston Barker's Panorama was a novelty building on Leicester Square. In its round shaped 

room it exhibited monumental round panoramas by the painter Henry Aston Barker (1774 – 

1856). A gallery on the first floor offered further panoramic view. Please click this link to see an 

image of the building: 

https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/section-of-the-rotunda-leicester-square 

Our handbill was made to advertise a large St. Petersburg panorama on the lower ground and a 

view of the north cost of Spitzbergen on the upper floor. The key under the round panorama 

presented the important buildings of St. Petersburg to the visitor. 

 

250 EUR 

 

https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/section-of-the-rotunda-leicester-square


5. U.S. CIVIL WAR:  

 

Stanford’s Map of the Seat of War in America. 

  

Edward STANFORD (1827 - 1904). 

 

London, 1861. 

 

Rare – a stellar example of one of the finest general maps showcasing the grand theatre of the 

U.S. Civil War; very large, exquisitely designed and originally hand coloured; with several key 

battle sites contemporarily underlined in manuscript; produced by the firm of Edward Stanford, 

then the rising star in global cartographic publishing. 

 

 

Lithograph with original hand colour and railway lines heightened in manuscript, with 

supplementary manuscript additions of military events added circa 1863, dissected into 48 

sections and mounted upon original linen, folding into original dark green cloth slipcase bearing 

printed title label (Very Good, map clean and bright with resplendent original colours; slipcase 

with light shelfwear and restoration to upper left corner), 126 x 105 cm (49.5 x 41.5 inches). 

This very large and beautifully rendered map was published in the opening months of the U.S. 

Civil War (1861-5), and showcases the grand theatre of the conflict, being one of the finest works 

of its kind.  The present example is stellar, due not only to its lovely condition, but also the 

heightening of all railways in red ink (being vital corridors of military movement) and its 

contemporary manuscript underlining of key battle sites. 

The map embraces much of the Eastern United States, from New York City westwards to a point 

beyond the Mississippi River; and from Montreal, in the north, all the way down south past 

Tampa, Florida; thus taking in the vast majority of the theatre of the war.  Each state is bathed in 

its own beautiful wash colour, while the coasts are outlines in a bright aquamarine hue.  The map 

is immensely detailed, labelling virtually every city, town and fort of significance; as well as 

delineating all major potential corridors of military movement, including roads, canals and 

railways (which on the present example are all contemporarily heightened in neat, red ink). 

While the map does not feature any printed details of wartime battle action, manuscript additions, 

in neat red and blue pen, underline the locations of major battle sites, highlights of which include 

the Battle of Fredericksburg, Virginia (December 1862); the Siege of Vicksburg, Mississippi 

(May-July 1863); and the turning point of the entire war, the Battle of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 

(July, 1863).  There does not seem to be any details definitively dating from after the summer of 

1863, suggesting that the underlining was added in the late summer/autumn of that year.  

While the present map, complete in four sheets, was debuted on October 1st, 1861, less than 6 

months into the war, the publisher Edward Stanford would have continued selling the map 

throughout the conflict.  The manuscript additions underlining key battle sites were likely added 

by Stanford’s workshop in an effort to update the map to reflect news of events as they arrived  

from across the Atlantic.  Some of the other known examples of the map (such as the example at 

the Library of Congress and another which sold at auction in 2005) feature manuscript additions 

of a similar style (although not identical content).  The careful heightening of the railway lines in 



neat red ink also seems to have been executed at the Stanford shop, as this aspect appears, but 

only partially rendered, on the other cited examples of the map. 

The composition also features two cartographic insets, in the lower right corner.  The  ‘Southern 

Part of Florida’, details the southern extremity of the Floridian Peninsula, which is omitted from 

the main map.  

Below, the ‘General Map of the United States’ captures the entire nation, from coast to coast.  The 

Union States are coloured in dark brown; the Slave states are coloured in blue; while the 

territories, beyond the Mississippi, are coloured in light brown.  Importantly, a red manuscript 

line, ‘Inland boundary of Seceded States’, cuts through the blue slave states, dividing those that 

joined the Confederacy (to the south of the line), from those states that remained (willingly or 

otherwise) part of the Union. 

The present map is actually composed of four distinct sheets (quarter sections), which are here 

conjoined and then dissected.  The map was both sold in its present form (with all four sheets) and 

as individual single sheets.  The complete composition is very rare, while examples of the 

individual quarter sections, while still scarce, appear occasionally on the market. 

  

Political Context: Great Britain and the U.S. Civil War 

Although examples of the present map surely found their way to the United States, the work was 

made primarily made to inform British subjects as to the geographical scope and details with 

respect to the unfolding conflict in America.  While Britain never had any formal involvement in 

the war, it both influenced and was deeply affected by the course of the war. 

Britain was simultaneously (and awkwardly) both the greatest international opponent of slavery, 

as well as the greatest foreign beneficiary of slavery in the United States.  Britain had spearheaded 

the abolition of the global slave trade earlier in the 19th Century, and Canada, a British possession, 

was the final destination of the Underground Railroad, providing safe haven to thousands of 

African Americans escaping bondage in the U.S. South. 

On the other side, a large percentage of the cotton, the main product of the South’s slave 

economy, was shipped to British textile mills.  Beyond this massive trade, Britain was also a 

major investor in Southern businesses and property development schemes. 

Overshadowing Britain’s relationship with the South, Washington and London were strategic 

rivals.  America had long coveted Canada, and the Lincoln Administration included several 

prominent advocates of ‘Manifest Destiny’, the long-held notion that the U.S. was preordained to 

possess all of the North American continent.  Moreover, America’s industrial economy, while still 

much smaller than that that of the British Empire, was growing rapidly, and threatened to one day 

overtake it. 

The outbreak of the U.S. Civil War, in April 1861, and the Union blockade of the Confederate 

coasts, decimated British-Southern trade, resulting in immense financial loss to Britain.  Britain 

responded cautiously, and did not always follow a clear policy; however, Whitehall ideally 

desired that the Confederacy should fare well, if not win the war and secure its independence.  A 

Confederate victory would renew the lucrative cotton trade.  Moreover, Britain feared a strong 

Union, and if the South could not ultimately win, they hoped that at least she could maul the 

North, thus lessening the American threat to Britain’s global dominance and Canada’s 

security.  All this being said, Britain had to be careful not to openly oppose the North, lest 

Washington feel sufficiently threatened to suspend trade with Britain, or, more drastically, to 

invade Canada or the British West Indies. 

Whitehall settled on granting soft support to the Confederacy sub rosa, delivered by private 

entities, so providing an element of plausible deniability, should Washington complain.  British 

arms manufacturers provided weapons to the Confederates (via intermediaries), while British 

shipyards built vessels that were used by Southern blockade-runners and privateers.  In particular 

the CSS Alabama, built on the Merseyside in 1862, inflicted spectacular damage upon the Union 

Navy.  Moreover, Canada served as a place of refuge for Confederates, and was even used as a 

base for mounting raids upon Union territory.  These activities did no go unnoticed by the Lincoln 

Administration, although they were not of sufficient severity to motivate Washington to assume 

the serious risk of taking hostile action against Britain.  

As evidenced by the manuscript additions to the present example of Stanford’s map, the events of 

the U.S. Civil war were followed with avid interest in Britain. 

In the end, British support for the Confederacy, while symbolically important, did not have a 

meaningful impact upon the progress and outcome of the war.  It did, however, sour relations 

between London and Washington to the point where their mutual discourse became openly 

acrimonious.  In 1866, Washington turned a blind eye to the ‘Fenian Raids’, low-grade attacks by 

Irish Catholic militias upon Canada, mounted from U.S. territory.  American politicians also 

upped their Manifest Destiny rhetoric, made all the more serious by the U.S. purchase of Alaska 

(1867), which ‘boxed-in’ the British possessions in the Pacific Northwest.  However, the success 

of Canadian Confederation augured the death knell of Manifest Destiny, while Britain’s offer to 

pay the U.S. monetary compensation for aiding the Confederacy, allowed the nations to 

ameliorate their relationship in early 1870s. 

Edward Stanford’s Influential ‘Library Maps’ 

The present map is one of an extensive series of ‘Library Maps’ (large, elegant maps laid on linen 

that folded into covers or a slipcase and that could be shelved like a book) made by Edward 

Stanford Ltd.  Founded in 1853 by Edward Stanford (1827 – 1904), for three generations the 

enterprise was the leading mapmaker in the British Empire, if not the world.  Stanford and his 

associates had stellar high-level connections with all aspects of the British government, both in 

London and in the colonies.  They were able to obtain the latest and best information, always 

aware of precisely which kinds of maps were in demand by both Crown officials and the public at 

large.  

A Note on Rarity 

Stanford’s map of the theatre of the U.S. Civil War, complete in all 4 sections, as present here, is 

very rare.  We cannot trace another example as appearing on the market since 2005. 

References: Library of Congress: G3700 1861 .S8; Richard W. Stephenson, Civil War Maps: An 

Annotated List of Maps and Atlases in the Library of Congress (2nd ed., Washington, 1989), no. 17.55. 

750 EUR  



6. BRITISH ADMIRALTY / John PARSONS & Henry HARRIS et al. 

GUYANA – GEORGETOWN & ENVIRONS / SUGAR PLANTATIONS. 

Georgetown and Mouths of the Demerara & Essequibo Rivers surveyed by Staff Commanders 

J. Parsons, & H.R. Harris, R.N. 1870.  With additions by Nav. Lieuts. George Shaw & J.T. 

Hoskyns, R.N., 1871. 

London: Hydrographic Office, 1885. 

A very rare early edition of a stellar, large-format sea chart of the mouths of Guyana’s 

Demerara and Essequibo Rivers, with extraordinary detail of landward features, including the 

city of Georgetown as well as dozens of named plantations; based on the latest Royal Navy 

surveys, published in London by the Hydrographic Office. 

Lithograph with a couple of lighthouses highlighted in yellow and orange (Excellent condition, 

clean and crisp, just some very slight wear along edges of blank margins), 68 x 101 cm (27 x 40 

inches). 

This excellent sea chart depicts the approaches to the Demerara and Essequibo rivers, two of the 

three great estuaries in British Guiana.  Importantly, the work features unusually fine detail with 

respect to landward details in and around the colonial capital of Georgetown, notably depicting 

numerous named sugar plantations, being one of the few 19th Century maps to do so.  

The chart features astoundingly detailed and precise hydrographical information, including 

thousands of bathymetric soundings, the locations of shoals and the directions of ocean currents, 

making it by far the best sea chart of Guyana’s waters made to date.  It is predicated upon surveys 

executed under the direction of Commander John Parsons, a veteran of hydrographic mapping in 

the West Indies, and Commander Henry Harris, aboard the HMS Scorpion, in 1870 and 1871.   

The first issue of the chart was printed in 1872, and the present example was published in 1885, 

embracing minor revisions up to April of that year.  It is one of the very few surviving examples 

of the early editions of a chart sequence that formed the ‘gold standard’ for the maritime mapping 

of Guyana produced by the British Admiralty for almost a century. 

Perhaps most interesting to today’s observer is the chart’s depiction of the city of Georgetown and 

its environs.  The bustling colonial capital of around 50,000 residents, with its neat grid of streets 

and canals, features several named public buildings and sites.  Running out of the city eastwards is 

the line of the Demerara-Berbice Railway, South America’s first railroad, which commenced 

operation in 1848, and was built in stages eventually reaching the banks of the Berbice River 

almost 100 km distant.   

Importantly, the present work is one of very few 19th century printed maps to label the numerous 

plantation properties in the Georgetown area, while demarcating their boundaries.  The plantations 

generally assume the form of long, narrow strips emanating from the riverbanks and sea coasts, a 

legacy of the former Dutch colonial regime that controlled what became British Guiana until 

1796.  Indeed, many of the estates have Dutch and French (Huguenot) names in line with their 

original (and in some cases current) owners.   

Sugar had traditionally totally dominated the economy of British Guiana.  While the abolition of 

slavery from 1833 to 1838 placed a stain on the profitability of the plantations, a subsequent boom 

in sugar prices allowed the colony to enjoy periods of great prosperity for next two generations.  

However, in the 1880s, when the present edition of the chart was produced, sugar prices suffered a 

fall from which they would never recover, compelling some of British Guiana’s planters to 

gradually shift to other crops, such as rice and fruit.  Meanwhile, the discovery of gold and 

diamonds in the interior created great expectations, but ultimately failed to produce significant 

revenues as the deposits were smaller than predicted and physically difficult to access.  

The Production of the Chart & its Rarity 

The present work is a very rare early edition from a chart sequence that was produced by the 

British Admiralty for almost a century.  The first issue of the chart, based upon the Parsons and 

Harris surveys, was published in 1872, while subsequent editions, with minor revisions, appeared 

over the next 13 years (including the present 1885 issue). 

The hydrography of the approaches to the Demerara and Essequibo rivers was extensively re-

charted 1886-7 by a team led by Commander C.F. Oldham and Lieutenant A. Havergal.  The 

resulting chart was first published in 1888, and while much of the hydrographic information was 

new, the layout of the chart remained the same as for the Parsons-Harris work.  The hydrography 

was again extensively resurveyed in 1926, with the chart continuing to be issued in various 

editions until 1964.  

The original Parsons-Harris editions of the chart are today very rare.  We can only trace a single 

institutional example of the 1872 edition (held by the British Library), while we cannot terrace 

any other examples of the present 1885 edition, nor any of the other early issues.     

References: British Library: Cartographic Items Maps SEC.9.(533.); L.S. DAWSON, Memoirs of 

Hydrography, including brief biographies of the principal officers who have served in H.M. Naval 

Surveying Service between the years 1750 and 1885 (Eastbourne, U.K., 1885), Part II, pp. 158-9. 

550 EUR 

  



 



7. MEXICO – VERACRUZ 

 

Bernardo de ORTA. 

 

MADRID: DIRECCIÓN DE HIDROGRAFÍA, 1798. 

 

Plano del Puerto de Veracruz en la Costa Ocidental del Seno Mexicano. Por Dn. Bernardo 

De Orta, Capitan de Navio Graduado de la Rl. Armada y de dicho Puerto. Año de 1798.  

 

A rare separately issued sea chart of Veracruz, historically Mexico’s main gateway to the 

Atlantic and Europe, the first printed scientific hydrographic survey of the harbour, by Captain 

Bernardo de Orta. 

 

Copper engraving (Overall pleasant appearance, however, there are 2 small 

filled holes, 1 at centerfold in blank space in upper neatline and 1 in title in 

upper right just touching the ‘T’ in ‘PUERTO’, some minor creasing and a 

few very small light stains, 3 corners with restoration well outside of 

printed area, strong engraving impression), 50 x 64 cm (20 x 25 inches). 

  

This rare and beautifully engraved sea chart has the distinction of being the 

first edition of the first published scientific survey of the harbour of 

Veracruz, long Mexico’s most important transport hub and its gateway to 

the Atlantic and Europe.  It is based on a survey conducted in 1796 by 

Captain Bernardo de Orta of the Armada Real, who was posted for many 

years at Veracruz.  His manuscript map was dispatched to Madrid and 

printed by the Armada’s newly founded hydrographic service, the 

Dirección de Hidrografía, as a key component of a larger programme to 

scientifically map the coasts of the Spanish Americas and to publish the 

resulting charts.  Given Veracruz’s extreme prominence, Orta’s chart was 

one of the most important Spanish sea charts of its era, and was imbued 

with great authority not only by mariners, but also by intellectuals such as 

Alexander von Humboldt. 

The chart is a beautiful example of the prevailing Enlightenment style of 

maritime cartography, with crisp engraving, clearly expressed scientific 

details and restrained but elegant adornment.  The scene is taken from a 

roughly northeastward perspective, with the walled city of Veracruz 

appearing in the lower centre, while just across a narrow channel is the 

famed island fortress of the Castillo de San Juan de Ulúa, the building of 

which was commenced in 1565.  The Castillo had successfully protected 

the city from numerous pirate raids over previous two centuries, notably the 

John Hawkins-Francis Drake Raid of 1568.  The ‘Placer de Gallega’ and 

the various other keys and banks that guard the harbour are carefully 

surveyed, while the several sailing channels are marked through copious 

bathymetric soundings.  Navigational sight lines employ the two tallest 

buildings in the city as markers, while a finely engraved profile coastal 

view occupies the lower left corner of the composition.  The ‘Advertencias’ 

and the ‘Nota’ in the upper left corner give extremely detailed directions for sailing into the 

harbour, with letters on the chart specifically referring to key navigational waypoints and markers. 

Historical Context: Enlightenment Values and Spanish American Hydrography 

 

Bernardo de Orta’s charting of Veracruz Harbour must be taken within the greater revolutionary 

context of Enlightenment Era cartography in the Spanish Empire.  Up to the 1780s, due to Spain’s 

longstanding official policies of cartographic secrecy, very few hydrographic surveys of Spanish 

colonial ports were ever published.  While excellent manuscript charts of various ports, including 

Veracruz, were drafted these tended to be in short supply.  Moreover, existing Spanish printed 

maps were often not adequate to serve for practical navigation.  For example, while Tomás López 

de Vargas Machuca’s Plano del Puerto de Veracruz, Plano De La Ciudad y Plaza De La 



Veracruz, y Castillo de San Juan de Ulua (Madrid, 1780) was an excellent map, is was not a 

scientific hydrographic survey.  Thus, up to this time, the Armada Real frequently had to rely on 

foreign published charts that were often outdated.  Spain’s participation in the American 

Revolution highlighted the urgency of acquiring accurate geographical and hydrographical 

intelligence.   

 

The lack of excellent printed sea charts came to the attention of Admiral José de Mazarredo y 

Salazar, who in addition to being a legendary battle commander was one of Spain’s greatest 

hydrographers.  Mazzaredo was a driving force of the Enlightenment in Spain, committed to 

modernizing the Armada Real and employing the most sophisticated scientific technology and 

methods to its operations.  He worked closely with the great maritime cartographer Vicente 

Tofiño de San Miguel to resolve the problem by embarking on a grand mapping and publication 

project.  Fortunately, Mazarredo and Tofiño had the active support of King Charles III, who saw 

their endeavors as key part of his broader reforms of the Ilustración, and so he lifted most of the 

restrictions on map publication.   

 

Inspired by the great sea atlases recently issued by the French and British navies, Mazarredo and 

Tofiño were determined to oversee the creation of accurate charts that would be published and 

disseminated to naval commanders.  The first priority would be to update the knowledge of the 

coasts of the Spanish territories in the Spanish Main, the West Indies and the Gulf of Mexico.  As 

it stood, the Spanish Navy had access to some fine manuscript surveys, although much of their 

hydrographic intelligence was fragmentary or outdated.  

 

In 1792, Mazarredo and Tofiño decided, with the blessing of Antonio Valdés, the Minister of the 

Navy, to dispatch two scientific mapping expeditions to the Americas in order to gain the requisite 

intelligence.  First, Cosme Damián de Churruca y Elorza was charged with mapping the coastlines 

of various islands and harbors between Trinidad and Cuba.  Second, Joaquín Francisco Fidalgo 

was charged with surveying the coast of the Spanish Main and Central America from Trinidad to 

Coast Rica.  The high scientific standards by which all of the programme’s charts were executed, 

requiring trigonometric methods, regulated by astronomical observations, was regulated by the 

brilliant Basque cartographer and astronomer José Joaquín de Ferrer y Cafranga. 

 

It was during this period that Mazzaredo officially organized the Navy’s cartographic activities 

under the auspices of a single agency, founding the Dirección de Hidrografía in 1797.  This 

closely followed Britain’s establishment the Admiralty’s Hydrographic Office in 1795.  

 

In addition to Churucca and Fidalgo’s endeavors, the Armada Real ordered the commanding 

officers of all major Spanish colonial ports to submit the best possible charts to the Dirección de 

Hidrografía for inspection, preferably those made from new scientific surveys conducted by 

scientific methods. 

 

In 1796, Captain Bernardo de Orta, who had already been stationed at Veracruz for a decade, and 

who perhaps knew the harbour better than anyone else, conducted the first scientific survey of 

port, executed to Ferrer’s high standards.  His manuscript was dispatched to Spain, where in 1798 

it was carefully engraved and printed by the Depósito Hidrográfico, the publishing arm of the 

Dirección de Hidrografía.  The present example of the chart represents the first edition of the 

map. 

WHILE ORTA’S CHART WAS SEPARATELY ISSUED, EXAMPLES WERE ALSO 

INCLUDED IN A VARIETY OF COMPOSITE ATLASES ASSEMBLED BY THE 

DIRECCIÓN DE HIDROGRAFÍA, INCLUDING THE COLECCION DE CARTAS DE 

AMERICA PUBLICADAS POR LA DIRECTION DE TRABAJOS HIDROGRAFICOS 

(MADRID, 1800). Meanwhile, as Churrucca and Fidalgo made progress on their endeavors, they 

regularly sent manuscript charts to Spain.  Ferrer helped to supervise the publication of many of 

these charts as separately issued ‘Cartas Esfericas’.  Amazingly, in spite of the turmoil caused by 

the ongoing Napoleonic Wars, the surveyors completed their respective missions by 1805.  

 

Churrucca and Fidalgo’s charts, along with other high-quality Spanish surveys, were then 

prepared for publication as part of the Portulano de la America Setentrional, envisaged as a grand 

sea atlas of Colonial American waters in the manner of J.F.W. Des Barres’ Atlantic Neptune 

(London, 1775-81).  

Orta’s chart of Veracruz remained the authoritative base map for the harbour for almost half a 

century, being superseded only by surveys done during the Mexican-American War (1845-8).  It 

was copied many times and adapted to a variety of publications.  Most notably, Alexander von 

Humboldt, the era’s most esteemed scholar of Mexican geography, included a reduced copy of the 

Orta chart, entitled Plan du Port de Veracruz, Dresse par Don Bernardo de Orta, Capitaine de 

Vaisseau au service de Sa Majeste Catholique (1807), within the masterly atlas which 

accompanied his study of Mexico, Atlas Geographique et Physique du Royaume de la Nouvelle-

Espagne (Paris, 1811). 

References: José Antonio Calderón Quijano, ‘Nueva Cartografía  de los Puertos de Acapulco, 

Campeche y Veracruz,’ pp. 38-9, fig. 67; José Antonio Calderón Quijano, Historia de las 

fortificaciones en Nueva España, no. 109 (p. 447); Phillips, A List of Geographical Atlases in the 

Library of Congress, no. 4155, map 27. 

 

450 EUR 

 

  



8. MAURITIUS / RÉUNION / RODRIGUES / MASCARENE ISLANDS 

 

John William NORIE (1772 - 1843) / William HEATHER (fl. 1765 - 1812). 

 

London: [Norie & Wilson], 1852. 

 

[5 Charts on 1 Sheet:] A New Chart of the Isle of France or Mauritius [and] Plan of Port 

Louis [and] Plan of Port Bourbon with its Entrances, &c. [and] The Island of Bourbon, 

called also Mascarenhas … 

 

Very rare - a stellar example of a sheet featuring the most important sea charts of the 

Mascarene Islands (Réunion, Mauritius and Rodrigues) made during the 19th Century, created 

by the Heather-Norie dynasty, predicated upon the finest sources collected in the wake of 

Britain attaining dominance over the Indian Ocean. 

 

 

Copper-engraving (Very Good, clean with strong engraving impression, some light toning along 

centrefold, 2 original crisp vertical folds, old tack marks to corners), 67.5 x 98 cm (26.5 x 38.5 

inches). 

 

 

This excellent work features five sea charts on a single sheet, collectively representing the most 

important maritime mapping of the Mascarene Islands (Réunion, Mauritius and Rodrigues) 

created during the 19th Century.  The base charts were first published by the leading chartmaker 

William Heather in 1811, in the wake of Britain’s conquest of the islands the year before, and at 

the beginning of her elaborate design to secure long-term political and economic hegemony over 

the Indian Ocean basin.  

The present 1852 edition of the chart was published by the firm of Norie & Wilson, having been 

significantly updated by Heather’s heir, John William Norie and his successors.  Predicated upon 

the most authoritative sources acquired from naval officers and Crown officials, the chart 

sequence represented the finest mapping of the Mascarene Islands of its time, with updated 

editions of the chart being produced over a period of 66 years, a remarkably long run for any 19th 

Century map.  

The present sheet of charts evinces the signature style of the Heather-Norie workshop, with bold 

engraving, the precise delineation of shorelines and the lively pictographic expression of inland 

features.  About 40% of the sheet, on the right side, showcases a general chart of Mauritius, 

featuring the island in great detail, noting all ports and coves; the extensive coral reefs that line its 

shores; all towns and villages (including the capital, Port Louis); major plantations and reserves; 

roads; and topographical features, such as mountains, plains and cultivated areas. 

In the upper-centre of the sheet is a plan of the harbour of Port Louis, including copious nautical 

information, as well as a fine depiction of the waterfront areas of the town proper.  Specifically 

noted are the two bastions guarding the harbour, Forts Blane and Tonniere; the post office; 

hospital; salt works; as well as the critical facilities used for repairing ships, being the Dock Yard, 

cooperage, mast house, and so forth. 

Below is chart of Port Bourbon (today’s Grand Port Bay), a fine natural harbour which served as 

the transport hub for much of the island’s great agrarian wealth. 

The upper left corner of the sheet features a chart of Rodrigues, an island located 560 kilometres 

west of Mauritius (and politically linked to it), with its main town Port Mathurin. 

The chart occupying the lower left corner features Réunion, the only territory on the map that was 

returned by Britain to France in the wake of the Napoleonic Wars, and which remains a French 

départment to the present day.  The depiction of Réunion is highly detailed and, in addition to 

noting the various ports and maritime hazards, landward features include the depiction of all 

towns and villages (including the capital St. Denis); various named plantations; fortifications; the 

ring road that runs the circumference of the island; as well as aspects of the island’s incredibly 

dramatic typography, including the ‘Salazes Mountains’, described as ‘very high’, referring to the 

volcanic massif of the Piton des Neiges (3,069 metres high). 

Additionally, the composition features several mariner’s profile views, along with detailed notes 

for navigating into the islands’ main ports. 

The first edition of the chart was published by William Heather in 1811.  The plate was 

subsequently acquired and updated by Heather’s heir, John William Norie, who issued his own 

edition in 1832.  Norie’s successor firm, Norie & Wilson, issued editions in 1852 (being the 

present issue) and 1877.  It is worth noting that the present edition of the chart features the exact 

same imprint as does the 1832 edition, at the bottom: ‘A New Edition. London, Published as the 

Act directs, May 21st. 1832 by J.W. Norie & C°. at the Navigation Warehouse, N° 157, 

Leadenhall Street’; however, its date of publication is revealed by the appearance of the line 

‘Additions 1852’, located below-right of the title of the Mauritius chart.  As with most Heather-

Norie large-format works, the chart of the Mascarene Islands was issued both separately and 

within composite atlases (the present example seems to have once been bound within a composite 

atlas). 

A Note on Rarity 

The Norie-Heather chart sheet of the Mascarene Islands is very rare in all its editions.  Indeed, the 

survival rate of such large-format working sea charts is very low, as most perished due to wear 

and tear aboard ship.  We can trace only a handful of institutional examples and can locate only a 

single sales record from the last generation (being a 2005 dealer’s listing for an 1832 edition). 

Historical Context: The Britannia Rules the Indian Ocean 

The present chart has its origins in the dramatic circumstances by which Britain assumed 

dominance over the Indian Ocean after winning a protracted contest with France, of which the 

Mascarene Islands (named after the Portuguese explorer Pedro de Mascarenhas) occupied a 

strategic position within the theatre of conflict.   Réunion (formerly the Ile de Bourbon) and 

Mauritius (formerly the Ile de France) were important stopovers for shipping between Europe and 

Asia and had for generations had been dominated by France.  

Réunion was settled by the French East India Company in 1665, while Mauritius had come under 

the Company’s auspices in 1715.  Through the 18th Century both islands had become globally 

important sugar economies, and France expended vast resources protecting the islands from being 

taken by Britain’s Royal Navy.  They acted as major revictualling bases for French forces during  



  



the epic Franco-British contests for the colonial domination of the Indian Subcontinent that 

spanned the War of the Austrian Succession (1740-8), the Seven Years’ War (1756-63) and the 

American Revolutionary War (1775-83). 

The French Revolutionary War (1794 - 1802) and Napoleonic Wars (1803 - 1815) represented a 

frightful challenge to British power in India and Southeast Asia.  Prior to 1805, Napoleon 

advanced well-conceived plans to sever Britain’s maritime links with Asia, thrusting the 

Mascarene Islands into an especially prominent strategic position.  For a time, it looked as if 

Britain’s overly-extended navy might not be able to protect its sea routes around Africa and across 

the Indian Ocean to Bombay, Madras and Calcutta.  However, Lord Admiral Nelson’s crushing of 

the main fleet of the French Navy at Trafalgar (October 21, 1805), and the Britain’s conquest of 

the Cape Colony from the Batavian (Dutch) Republic, a French ally, in January 1806, turned the 

tables decisively in Britain’s favour. 

British forces captured Réunion and Mauritius in 1810.  By this time, Britain had practically run 

France out of India; ruled the Seychelles (which it conquered in 1794) and controlled shipping 

around the Cape of Good Hope.  The (temporary) removal of France as a major power in the 

Indian Ocean created an unrepresented power vacuum that Britain was determined to fill.  In 

addition to her newly gained territories, Britain commenced the process of consolidating its 

dominance over the Indian Subcontinent, while turning its gaze to new realms, notably 

Madagascar and the Malay Peninsula. 

Enter Robert Townsend Farquhar (1776 – 1830), a hard-charging figure who spearheaded the 

British designs to gain dominance in Madagascar and the Mascarene islands.  In 1802, as a young 

man, Farquhar was an EIC official on the Indonesian island of Amboina, whereupon he mounted a 

successful attack upon Dutch positions at Ternate.  While Britain was then at war with the 

Batavian Republic, the Governor of Madras was affronted by Farquhar’s unauthorized aggression 

and had him demoted and unceremoniously sent home.  Farquhar then wrote a daring letter to 

Lord Wellesley, the Governor-General of India, defending his conduct and lamenting that his zeal 

in advancing the EIC’s interests was unappreciated.  The gamble paid off, as Wellesley admired 

Farquhar’s chutzpah, and immediately promoted him to become the Lieutenant Governor of 

Prince of Wales Island (Penang, Malaysia), whereupon he served with great distinction from 1804 

to 1805. 

Upon the British conquest of the Mascarene Islands and the Seychelles, in 1810, Farquhar was 

promoted to become the governor of these islands (Réunion was handed back to France in 

1816).  Farquhar was not merely satisfied with consolidating British rule over Mauritius and the 

Seychelles but had aggressive schemes to make the French rule of Réunion a nightmare, while 

working to make Madagascar a British client state (an endeavour which met with considerable 

early success). 

William Heather issued the first edition of the present chart in 1811, predicated upon the very best 

sources, in the immediate wake of Britain’s conquest of the Mascarene Islands and as Farquhar’s 

aggressive strategy for Britain’s long-term domination of the Indian Ocean was getting off the 

ground.  The subsequent editions of the chart, including the present 1852 issue, are a testament not 

only to the lasting quality of the chart’s sources, but also of Britain’s enduring power across the 

Indian Ocean Basin. 

 

The Chartmakers: John William Norie and William Heather 

The present chart is the product of one of the most respected and longest running chart making 

enterprises in history.  Indeed, the Heather-Norie-Wilson-Imray dynasty, which had its roots in the 

1760s still operates today.  The creator of the first edition of the chart, William Heather 

(flourished 1765-1812), established his business in 1765 as a publisher and dealer in sea charts 

and nautical instruments near the offices of the East India Company, under the sign of the ‘Little 

Midshipman,’ where he succeeded the venerable firm of Mount & Page.  The business later 

became known as ‘The Naval Academy’ and ‘Navigation Warehouse,’ with premises at 157 

Leadenhall Street, London, a location it occupied for the next 85 years.  The company became so 

well known that it was synonymous with maritime navigation in popular culture, even referenced 

by Charles Dickens in Dombey and Son.  

When William Heather died, the business was taken over by his trusted lieutenant, John William 

Norie (1772-1843).  Norie was of Scottish decent, although born in Wapping, near the docklands 

where ships arrived from the Indian Ocean.  He joined Heather’s employ as an apprentice in 1797, 

but due to his exceptional talent and drive was soon running much of the firm’s operations as the 

elderly Heather slowed down.  Norie was a superb draughtsman and a popular teacher of 

navigation techniques and the proper use of charts.  The mariners who enjoyed his always over-

subscribed lectures were happy to buy his charts, increasing the firm’s clientele. 

On taking over the company in 1812, Norie was also able to maintain Heather’s unrivalled links 

with naval officers, the East India Company and merchant mariners, who brought fresh charts and 

intelligence to his shop directly from the Indian Ocean and beyond.  Norie, with limited financial 

means in a capital-intensive industry, made a shrewd deal with the wealthy amateur enthusiast 

George Wilson.  Wilson bankrolled Norie, leaving him with sole management of the firm, as well 

as generous compensation. 

Norie raised the business to new heights, taking advantage of the explosive growth of East Indian 

and Pacific navigation.  For many years, he dominated the market for charts of the Indian Ocean 

and Subcontinent, Australia, Southeast Asia and the Far East, and even positioned himself to be 

one of the main vendors for charts published by his public-sector rival, the British Hydrographic 

Office. 

Norie died in 1843, and the business continued under the auspices of the Wilson family, who 

renamed the firm Norie & Wilson, although the day-to-day operation of the enterprise was run by 

Norie’s hand-picked associates.  The firm maintained Norie’s high standards and many of its late 

helmsman’s projects were continued and updated, such as the production of the present chart of 

the Mascarene Islands. 

Norie & Wilson remained a leading chart maker for the remainder of the 19th Century, before 

merging with the rival firm of James Imray in 1899, thus becoming Imray, Laurie, Norie & 

Wilson.   This firm remains a major force in the chart-making business to the present day, thus 

preserving a 250-year old dynasty. 

References: Cf. [1811 ed.:] British Library: Cartographic Items Maps 69325.(4.), OCLC: 

556560797 and 557049461; [1877 ed.:] British Library: Cartographic Items Maps 69325.(7.), 

OCLC: 556560868. 

1.800 EUR 



9. MADAGASCAR / MOZAMBIQUE / COMOROS 

 

Robert LAURIE & James WHITTLE. 

 

London, 1797 

 

A Chart of the Inner Passage between the Coast of Africa and the Isle of Madagascar from 

the Charts of D’Anville and D’Aprés compared with the Draughts & Journals of the British 

Navigators.  

 

An excellent large format sea chart of Madagascar and the Mozambique Channel, featuring a 

wealth of recent observations from British mariners, considered the era’s most detailed and 

accurate chart of this vital maritime passage.  

 

. 

Copper engraving (Good, strong printing impression, slight vertical creasing near centre of chart, 

some professionally filled loss to blank margin in lower-right corner, with a very small part of the 

neatline replaced in facsimile), 63 x 80 cm (25 x 31.5  

 

 

This excellent sea chart is by far and away the most accurate and detailed chart of Madagascar and 

the Mozambique coast, including the vital Mozambique Channel, available during the critical era 

in which Britain gained dominance over the Indian Ocean, including an attempt to make 

Madagascar a client state.  It was considered to be the chart of record used by the mariners of the 

Royal Navy and the East India Company (EIC) from the time of its publication, in 1797, until the 

1820s. 

The chart takes in all of the Madagascar, the Comoros 

and the Mozambique coast from ‘Da Lagoa Bay’ 

(Maputo), in the south, up to Cabo Delgado, in the 

north.  While not scientifically perfect, the coasts of 

Madagascar assume a more accurate, elongated shape 

than the bulbous form that prevailed on many 

contemporary charts, while the Mozambique littoral is 

projected with an impressive degree of accuracy.  The 

chart labels all major inlets, headlands, and coastal 

villages, while the sea feature much nautical information, 

including the labelling of hazards and bathymetric 

soundings, as well as the direction of ocean 

currents.  Most importantly, the chart features copious, 

recent information communicated to the map’s publisher, 

Laurie & Whittle, by British mariners, some of which 

dates to as recently as 1793.  These additions are 

important as they illuminate many deadly hazards in the 

Mozambique Channel, many of which appear for the first 

time on a printed sea chart. 

The three insets in the upper-left corner feature detailed 

charts of 1) the Comoros Islands; 2) the harbour of 

‘Johanna’ (Anjouan Island), Comoros; and 3) the key anchorage at Foul Point (Mahavelona), on 

the east coast of Madagascar.  

The present edition of the chart was issued by the leading chart-making firm of Robert Laurie & 

James Whittle, as part of The East-India Pilot, or Oriental Navigator (London, 1797), the most 

influential atlas of African and Asian navigation of its generation.  It is the second edition of the 

chart, the first having been issued by their predecessors in the business, Sayer & Bennett, in 

1778.  That being said, the present 1797 edition of the chart features much added hydrographic 

well beyond the Sayer & Bennett edition. 

Sayer & Bennett largely derived the template for the chart from the work of Jean-Baptiste 

Bourguignon d’Anville, the legendary French royal cartographer, who first drafted the template as 

an untitled manuscript chart which the Bibliothèque nationale de France designates as the [Carte 

manuscrite de l’île Madagascar et de la côte d'Afrique depuis le cap de Courans jusqu’à celui de 

Delgado], not dated, but circa 1760 (Bibliothèque nationale de France, département Cartes et 

plans, GE DD-2987 (8320)).  A version of D’Anville’s manuscript was first published, in 1764, 

by his colleague Jacques-Nicolas Bellin. 

Historical Context: The Rise of British Power in the Indian Ocean Basin 

The present chart was issued during the 1790s, when Britain was engaged in an epic struggle 

against France for dominance over the Indian Ocean.  Britain conquered the Seychelles from 

France in 1794, and, in 1810, captured both Mauritius and Réunion (although the latter of which 

would be retuned to France in 1814).  At the same time, Britain worked to consolidate her 

dominance over the Indian Subcontinent, while expanding her presence in Southeast Asia from its 

bases at Georgetown (Penang, Malaysia) and Bencoolen (Bengkulu, Sumatra).  Madagascar was 

an important waypoint for the re-victualing of British 

(and other European) ships, while the Mozambique 

Passage was one of the world’s most important shipping 

corridors, albeit a dangerous one, full of far-offshore 

shoals and reefs (thus heightening the importance of the 

present chart).   

Importantly, the present chart would still have been the 

authoritative chart of record of the region during the 

period from 1816 to 1828, when Britain made a credible 

(yet ultimately unsuccessful) attempt to gain political 

suzerainty over Madagascar while backing King 

Radama I in his bid to unite the entire island under his 

rule (which was itself largely successful). 

References: Afriterra Collection, no. 443; OCLC: 

861361979. 

 

550 EUR 

  



10. MADAGASCAR – WEST COAST 

 

Robert LAURIE & James WHITTLE. 

 

London, 1794. 

 

A Chart of the Western Coast of Madagascar from St Augustin’s Bay to Cape St. Andrew 

(from Mr. D'Apres de Mannevillette).  

 

A fine and scarce sea chart of the West Coast of 

Madagascar, published by the leading British chart-

making firm of Laurie & Whittle. 

 

 

Copper engraving (Very Good, strong engraving 

impression, wide blank margins), 63 x 47 cm (25 x 18.5 

inches). 

 

 

This fine sea chart depicts a large stretch of the western 

coasts of Madagascar, from St. Augustin’s Bay, in the 

south, all the way up to Cap Saint-André, a key point where 

the coastline abruptly turns northeastwards.  The chart is 

highly detailed, featuring copious nautical information, 

including bathymetric soundings, the locations of ideal 

anchorages, and, importantly, the marking of the numerous 

deadly far offshore reefs and rocks.  Curiously, in spite of 

the great detail provided in most areas, some stretches of the 

coast are shown to be completely unknown to Europeans, 

marked with tentative intermittent lines.  A note below the 

title reads: ‘NB In Sailing along this shore one must be very 

Cautious as there are many Shoals whose Situation is 

unknown, even at a great distance from the coast.’ 

The western coast of Madagascar flanks the Mozambique 

Channel, which since the passage was traversed by 

Europeans for the first time by Vasco da Gama, in 1498, 

during the first European sea voyage to India around Africa, 

it has been one of the most important shipping lanes in the 

world.  While sheltered from the open Indian Ocean, it was 

a very dangerous passage, as it featured difficult winds and 

currents, along with numerous especially tricky nautical 

hazards (many of which are noted on the present 

chart).  Beyond that, it also left ships vulnerable to attacks 

by pirates or vessels of enemy nations; such that a lack of 

knowledge of the navigation ensured that one would 

become easy prey. 

In particular, the chart labels several key anchorages favoured by European vessels, including St. 

Augustin’s Bay (Malagasy: Anantson̈o, widely considered to the most convenient natural 

harbour), Tullea Bay (modern Toliara), and Morondava, further to the north, which is detailed in a 

large inset chart that dominates the upper left corner of the sheet, ‘Plan of the Road and River of 

Moroundava, on the Western Coast of Madagascar’. 

The present chart was issued during the 1790s, when Britain was engaged in an epic struggle 

against France for dominance over the Indian Ocean.  Britain 

conquered the Seychelles from France in 1794, and, in 1810, 

captured both Mauritius and Réunion (although the latter of which 

would be retuned to France in 1814).  At the same time, Britain 

worked to consolidate her dominance over the Indian 

Subcontinent, while expanding her presence in Southeast Asia 

from its bases at Georgetown (Penang, Malaysia) and Bencoolen 

(Bengkulu, Sumatra).  Thus, the present chart, which provides vital 

information on the navigation along a major sailing route into the 

Indian Ocean, would have been invaluable.  

Importantly, the present chart would still have been the 

authoritative chart of record of the bays during the period from 

1816 to 1828, when Britain made an (ultimately unsuccessful) 

attempt to gain political suzerainty over Madagascar by backing 

the Merina ruler King Radama I in his bid to unite the entire island 

under his rule (which was largely successful).  The Laurie & 

Whittle chart would not be superseded until the publication of 

Captain William Fitzwilliam Owen’s Chart of the South West 

Coast of Madagascar showing the Star Bank by the officers of 

HMS Leven and Barracouta under the direction of Captain W.F.W. 

Owen 1825 (London, 1827). 

The present edition of the chart was issued by the leading chart-

making firm of Robert Laurie & James Whittle, as part of their The 

East-India Pilot, or Oriental Navigator (London, 1797), the most 

influential atlas of African and Asian navigation of its 

generation.  It is the second edition of the chart, the first having 

been issued by their predecessors in the business, Sayer & Bennett, 

in 1778. 

Sayer & Bennett, in turn, derived the chart from Jean-Baptiste-

Nicolas-Denis d’Après de Mannevillette’s Carte plate de la côte 

occidentale de l'isle de Madagascar depuis la baye de St. Augustin 

jusqu'au cap andré (Paris, 1775).  

References: Cf. [Re: 1778 Sayer & Bennett ed.:] OCLC: 

733624357. 

 250 EUR 

  



11. RUSSIAN CYRILLIC EDUCATIONAL ATLAS 

Учебный Атласъ Э. фонъ Сидова, Состоящій изъ Сорока шести Раскрашенныхъ 

Картъ. Второе Изданіе. [Učebnyj Atlasʺ E. fonʺ Sidova. Sostojaščij izʺ soroka šesti 

raskrašennychʺ kartʺ / Learning Atlas E. von Sidow, Consisting  

Emil von SYDOW (1812 – 1873).  

Gotha, Saxony [Germany]: Justus Perthes, 1861. 

Rare and beautifully produced – Emil von Sydow’s ‘Učebnyj Atlas’, the special Russian Cyrillic 

version of his famous ‘Schul-Atlas’, the work that formed the popular basis for modern 

methodical cartography.  

Large Oblong 4° (25.5 x 33 cm / 10 x 13 inches): Collation Complete - [1, half 

title], [1, title], [1, dedication], [2pp. (author’s preface)], 16 pp. (text, half page 

size leaves), 46 lithographed and chromolithographed plates, some with 

original outline hand colour (maps, diagrams; plates 14-15 combined as a large 

folding map; plates 20-21 combined a folding plate), [1, publisher’s 

advertisement], bound in original blue marbled boards, 20th Century 

replacement cloth spine (Good, creasing to half-title and loss to lower-right 

corner with old paper filling; minor staining to title and dedication; light 

marginal sting to many plates throughout; small closed tears entering image but 

with no loss to plates 1 & 3; closed tear along fold to plate 14; plates 11 & 12 

with pronounced staining; plates 32, 38, 39, 42-46 with some staining within 

map itself; publisher’s advertisement at end creased; binding boards worn, with 

marginal chipping and loss).  

This rare and beautifully produced atlas is a special Russian Cyrillic edition of 

the Emil von Sydow’s Schul-Atlas, one of 19th Century’s most influential and 

important works of geographic educational literature.  Emil von Sydow, a 

German military cartographer and educator, was a global pioneer in modern 

methodical cartography.  While by no measure the inventor of the school atlas, 

Sydow introduced standard conventions for the representation of topographical 

features, thematic information and political boundaries, all with an elegant 

clarity of expression, which became the gold standard for educational maps 

worldwide.  His methods were best expressed by his Schul-Atlas, which was 

published by the venerable firm of Justus Perthes of Gotha in 39 editions from 

1847 to 1887.  The atlas was the most important of its kind of its era and its 

style and methodology were widely copied and emulated the world over. 

The present Učebnyj Atlas is a special, enlarged edition of Sydow’s Schul-

Atlas, which features maps and text entirely redone in Russian Cyrillic, 

containing 44 plates (with 2 plates being ‘combined’ to make a total of 46 

plates as numbered), such that it has additional maps beyond the collation of 

the standard German language edition, which have 42 plates.  The Učebnyj 

Atlas was issued by Sydow and the Perthes firm in an effort to access the extremely large, but 

hitherto difficult to penetrate, Russian market.  The atlas was issued in four editions: 1858, 1861 

(the present example), 1866 and 1872.  While statistics do not exist, it seems that the print runs of 

each of the Russian editions was quite limited, and certainly compared to the mass production of 

the German editions of the immensely popular Schul-Atlas.  The curious additions to the Učebnyj 

Atlas of the two maps dedicated to Finland and the Baltic States (then both Russian possessions) is 

perhaps a clue as to one of the main target markets of the atlas; Sydow’s works enjoyed quite a 

following in adjacent regions of Prussia and Scandinavia.  Certainly, the Russian market would 

never before have encountered an educational atlas of this quality and pedagogical 

effectiveness.  While certain elite scientific circles in the Russian Empire were then engaged in 

world-class, sophisticated cartography, this progressive ethic had yet to reach its school systems.   

However, it seems that while the Učebnyj Atlas, while not a commercial failure, had a difficult 

time penetrating the Russian market.  Russia’s educational system was haphazard at best, with 

schools in some regions (such as the Baltic) being relatively good, while primary and secondary 



education was virtually absent in some other regions.  Moreover, the Russian market was which 

was replete with nettlesome bureaucratic barriers and plagued by poor distribution networks.   

Nevertheless, the Učebnyj Atlas features a full complement of Sydow’s groundbreaking 

educational atlas maps, plus extra maps that focus on the Russian Empire. While all of the maps 

are lithographed with many being chromolithographed) to very high technical standards, many of 

the map within the Učebnyj Atlas are adorned with elegant outline hand colour, of much higher 

quality than seen on the regular editions of the Schul-Atlas.  This is perhaps due to the unusual 

care taken to produce the special Cyrillic plates, in relatively small numbers, as opposed to mass 

duplication of the similar German plates.   

The maps and plates within the present atlas are as follows: 1) Celestial 

Chart of the Northern Hemisphere; 2) Celestial chart of the Southern 

Hemisphere; 3) Plate with diagrams regarding the Earth’s Orbit; 4) Plate 

with a Series of Celestial Diagrams; 5) Plate with diagrams relating to 

Terrestrial measurement; 6) Plate of diagrams of Topographical features; 

7) Plate explain the Terrestrial Hemispheres; 8) Chart of the Indian 

Ocean with Currents; 9) Chart of the Pacific Ocean with Currents; 10) 

Chart of the Atlantic Ocean with Currents; 11) Physical Geography Map 

of Europe; 12) Political Map of Europe; 13) Map of the Russian Empire; 

Combined 14-15) Large folding map of European Russia; 16) Map of 

Finland; 17) Map of the Russian Baltic States; 18) Physical Geography 

map of Germany / Central Europe; 19) Political Map of Germany / 

Central Europe; Combined 20-21) Sophisticated Political and 

Geographical Map of Northern Germany; 22) Sophisticated Political and 

Geographical Map of Southern Germany; 23) Physical Geography Map 

of the Alps; 24) Political Map of East-Central Europe; 25) Political Map 

of the Austrian Empire; 26) Political Map of Prussia and Adjacent 

States; 27) Political Map of Central German States; 28) Map of the Low 

Countries; 29) Physical Geography Map of Switzerland; 30) Political 

Map of Switzerland; 31) Map of France; 32) Map of Turkey in Europe 

(The Balkans); 33) Map of Italy; 34) Map of Iberia; 35) Map of the 

British Isles; 36) Map of Denmark; 37) Map of Sweden & Norway; 38) 

Physical Geography Map of Asia; 39) Political Map of Asia; 40) Map of 

the Middle East; 41) Map of India, China and Southeast Asia; 42) Map 

of Africa; 43) Map of North America; 44) Map of the United States; 45) 

Map of South America & the Caribbean; 46) Map of Australia & New 

Zealand. 

Emil von Sydow: Pioneer of Modern Educational Cartography 

Emil von Sydow (1812 – 1873) was a German geographer and 

cartographer who was one of the leading pioneers in the development of 

modern educational techniques in geography.  He was born in the 

famous mining own of Freiburg, Saxony and joined the Saxon military at 

a young age. 

In 1843, Sydow became a geography instructor at the Erfurt military academy, and we 

subsequently selected to plan the geographical curriculum at the Ober- Militär-

Examinationscommission in Berlin.  In Berlin he also became the tutor to Prince Albrecht of 

Prussia, as well as a lecturer at the Allgemeinen Kriegsschule.  In 1867, Sydow was appointed 

Abtheilungschef (division chief) to the Prussian General Staff, and in 1870 attained the rank of 

colonel. 

While only in his 20s, Sydow began to experiment with new and innovative techniques for 

representing complex and multi-layer geographical information on maps, in a manner that was 

easy understood by secondary school and university level students.  His first major creation was 

his Schulmethodischer Wand Atlas [Methodic Wall Atlas for Schools] (1838) that featured a 



brilliant wall map of Asia.  Over the coming years, Sydow created many more educational maps, 

which (like the maps in the present Učebnyj Atlas) followed his own colour methodology for 

landscape features using hachures, where green was depicted for lowlands and brown used for 

highlands.  While his teaching methods certainly advanced Sydow’s career in the military 

education service, it also gave him prominence and a healthy income as a commercial 

cartographer. 

Wilhelm Perthes (1793 – 1853), the scion of Germany’s leading commercial map publishing 

house, Justus Perthes of Gotha (founded 1785) was an avid enthusiast of progressive scientific 

cartography.  Under his leadership, the firm became a world leader in the publishing of 

groundbreaking thematic and educational maps.  Perthes was 

highly impressed by Sydow’s work in nearby Erfurt, and 

sponsored hi to produce the first edition of his Schul-Atlas in 

1847.  As already noted, the atlas was a runaway commercial 

and intellectual success, and in addition to the Russian 

editions, special Swedish and Austro-Hungarian editions 

were eventually produced.  

After Sydow’s death in 1873, his atlas project was continued 

under the direction of Professor Hermann Wagner Göttingen, 

who issued the Schul-Atlas under a new title, as the Sydow-

Wagner Methodischer Schulatlas.  The educational 

methodology of Sydow’s maps had an enduring legacy, 

greatly inflicting the teaching of geography in throughout 

Europe and the Americas for many decades. 

A Note on Rarity 

All examples of Sydow’s Učebnyj Atlas, in any of its 

editions, are rare.  We can trace records of 10 examples of 

the various editions in European libraries (7 in Germany, 2 in 

the Ukraine, 1 in Poland); but no examples on North 

America.  Moreover, we can trace only a single institutional 

example of the present 1861 edition, at the Universitäts- und 

Forschungsbibliothek Erfurt/Gotha.  We cannot trace any 

other examples as having appeared on the market during the 

last 30 years. 

References: (Re: 1861 ed.) Universitäts- und 

Forschungsbibliothek Erfurt/Gotha: 537688463. 

960 EUR 

  

  



12. SURVEY OF INDIA. 

 

INDIA – THEMATIC CARTOGRAPHY: 

Population of India Shown by Rectangles / Each Rectangular Compartment, And Also Each 

Coastal Portion, Represents 1 Million Persons.  

Calcutta: Survey of India, [circa 1920]. 

Heliozincograph in colours (Good, original vertical folds, some staining and toning, tiny holes 

upper-centre and some loss to top blank margin), 33 x 38 cm (13 x 15 inches). 

An extremely rare and sophisticated population map of India, produced by the Survey of 

India in Calcutta shortly after World War I. 

This extremely rare and sophisticated thematic map depicts the population of India and its 

various jurisdictions; it was separately issued by the Survey of India in Calcutta shortly after the 

end of World War I.  Areas on the map shaded in pink represent territories directly subject to 

the British Raj, while areas shaded in yellow are princely states.  The Subcontinent is overlaid 

by a series of blue rectangles and partial rectangles of various sizes; each section of territory 

within each rectangle contains 1 million persons.  As such densely populated areas, such as the 

Bombay and Calcutta regions, feature numerous small rectangles, while areas with large 

rectangles, such as Baluchistan, are lightly populated   

Each jurisdiction is also overlaid by a green circular graph, which is explained in the inset in the 

lower right, noting that ‘Co-operative statistics for 1917-8 are shown in Circles whose areas are 

proportional to Population’.  Within each circle the shaded sectors refer to, in the Upper left: 

‘Number of Societies’; Upper right: ‘Number of Members’; and Bottom: ‘Capital’ city.  

Accordingly, ‘The areas of related sectors are proportional to the statistics, and the included 

angles show the relation of the statistics to the population’. 

Interestingly, the inset in the lower left corner features a map of the British Isles on the same 

scale as the greater map, overlaid with population rectangles.  It not only shows that India’s 

colonial overlord was diminutive in geographical size compared the Subcontinent but was also 

much smaller demographically.  In 1921, Great Britain and Ireland had a total population of 

around 47 million, compared to 318 million for India! 

While many population maps of India were made by the Raj, the present map is the most 

sophisticated variation were have encountered; it is a remarkable work of colonial thematic 

cartography.   

The present map was listed as being available for sale in the January 1923 Survey of India 

Catalogue, although it was likely printed a couple years earlier.  The survival rate for such 

separately issued maps produced in India is extremely low, and the work is today extremely 

rare; we can trace only single institutional example, at the University of Chicago Library. 

References: University of Chicago Library: G7651.E2 1930 .S8 / OCLC: 863708377; Survey of 

India, Catalogue of Maps published by the Survey of India / Corrected up to 1st January 1923 

(Calcutta, 1923), p. 14.  

180 EUR 

  

  



13. GENERAL STAFF - IMPERIAL RUSSIAN ARMY IN ROMANIA. 

 

WORLD WAR I – DOBRUJA FRONT - BULGARIA / ROMANIA: 

 

Схема Расположенія Германо-Болгарско-Турецкихъ Войскъ на Фронтѣ 

Добруджанской Арміи по Даннымъ къ 3 октяврн 1916 г. [Scheme of the Location of the 

German-Bulgarian-Turkish Army on the Dobruja Front according to information available 

as of 3 October 1916]. 

 

[Dobruja Front, Romania, October 1916]. 

 

Hectograph in purple (Good, old folds with some chips of loss along both side margins but no loss 

to graphics or text), 21.5 x 33 cm (8.5 x 13 inches). 

 

A fascinating map showing the battlefront between the German-Bulgarian-Ottoman forces and 

the Russian-Romanian army along the Dobruja Front (southwestern Romania) during World 

War I, hectographed in the field by the General Staff of the Imperial Russian Army, featuring 

the latest intelligence on the enemy. 

 

This extraordinary map was made within an active military theatre by Imperial Russian Army 

cartographers, it shows the forward lines of the combined German-Bulgarian-Ottoman army that 

was attempting to invade the Dobruja (Black Sea coastal) region of Romania in the Autumn of 

1916.  With text mainly in Russian Cyrillic (with few place names also transcribed into Latin 

text), the map shows the enemy lines as extending from a point just north of the Romanian Black 

Sea port of Mangalia (lower-right corner), up diagonally north-westwards across Dobruja up to 

the banks of the Danube at Raşova.  The map names specific Central Powers divisions, along 

with their troop strength; in the bottom left corner it notes the estimated total size of the invading 

force as consisting of between 85.5 and 87.5 battalions. This information was likely acquired by 

Russian or Romanian spies in the field.  The Russian cartographers who made the map are singed 

in lower-right. 

 

The present map is likely a unique survivor, as it was made at local Russian army headquarters 

through the technique of hectography, a process of duplicating manuscripts employing gelatine, 

creating a very small number of copies.  This technique was invented in Russia in 1869, and since 

became popular in military and administrative circles throughout Europe for quickly creating 

documents for limited confidential use.   

 

Romania and the Dobruja Front during World War I 

 

Romania, primarily backed by Russia, joined the Entente side in World War I on August 27, 

1916, over two years into the war.  The country was immediately attacked by Central Powers 

forces led by Germany, but also including Bulgarian, Ottoman and Austro-Hungarian armies.  

The main German army, under Field Marshal General Erich von Falkenhayn, descended upon the 

scene from the Transylvanian Alps, placing the Romanians on the defensive in Wallachia (the 

region that contained the capital, Bucharest). 

 

Meanwhile, on September 19, 1916, along the Black Sea coast, a German-Bulgarian-Ottoman 

force under Field Marshal August von Mackensen moved northward into Romanian territory 

attempting to take the key port city of Constanța.  However, Russian-Romanian forces under 

Russian General Andrei Mederdovici Zaioncikovski counterattacked and after much back and 

forth, the line of control settled for some days along the front depicted on the present map.   

 
On October 19, 1916, Mackensen’s force made another advance, which successfully broke the 

Russian-Romanian lines, forcing their retreat northwards towards Moldova.  By the end of 1916, 

the Romanians have been routed in their own country (Bucharest fell on December 19), and were 

relegated to controlling only the area around Iași, in the northeast.  The Romanian cause would 

only be saved upon the end of the war, when the country received credit for having joined the 

winning side at the Treaty of Versailles (1919).  Not only were all of Romania’s pre-war 

territories restored, but the kingdom was given vast new lands at the expense of Bulgaria 

(southern Dobruja); Hungary (Transylvania); and Moldova (Russia), so creating ‘Greater 

Romania’.  

 

References: N / A – Map seemingly unrecorded. 

 

 250 EUR 

 



14. EARLY TURKISH CARTOGRAPHY / HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE / THEMATIC 

CARTOGRAPHY 

 توركيه جمهوری تى

[Republic Turkey] 

[Istanbul] Ahmet İhsan Matbaası 1927 

Colour Lithograph, 51 x 91 cm (20 x 35.8 inches) (soft folds with tiny tears and pin size holes on 

the crossing, pin-size holes in white margins, otherwise in a good condition) 

 

This large rare map shows the newly founded Republic of Turkey, as divided by its health and 

social districts. Marked are the four basic districts with four colours, sub-districts with their names 

in the key, and towns with schools and health care centers.  

The social security and health care were a part of the reforms by Kemal Atatürk, and were 

systematically applied to the country.  

The map was made in the year of the first census in Turkey, in 1927, which showed the population 

of 13 648 270 living in an area almost equal to today’s Turkey. 

 

Historical Context: The New Republic of Turkey & Kemalism 

  

The present map is one of the earliest and most impressive graphic scientific publications of the 

new ‘Kemalist’ regime that ruled Turkey from the early 1920s onwards.  It was published soon 

after the Turkish National Movement won the Turkish War of Independence (1919-23) and 

declared the foundation of the Republic of Turkey (October 29, 1923), a state that was to be 

reformed on radically modern, secular lines. 

Medical care played a major role in the late Ottoman Empire, the massive, pan-national entity that 

the Republic of Turkey supplanted in Anatolia and Eastern Rumelia.  However, the late Ottoman 

production of thematic cartography was quite limited and tended to be linked to episodic 

commercial projects or noble patronage, and often appeared within the context of value-laden 

narrative. 

The new ‘Kemalist’ regime, so named for Mustafa Kemal ‘Atatürk’ (1881 1938), the Turkish 

National Movement’s legendary leader and the founding president of the Turkish Republic, 

ushered in a radical state ideology that had profound ramifications for science and 

cartography.  Kemalism was founded upon six fundamental pillars, or the ‘Six Arrows’: 

Republicanism; Populism; Nationalism; Secularism; Statism and Reformism.  In short Atatürk 

sought to replace the ancient pan-national, religious and inefficient old Ottoman state with a 

modern, Westernized nation focused upon the popular aspirations of the Turkish people.  The new 

state was to foster progress through education and economic development, backed by modern 

science and technology. 

In 1924, Atatürk was hailed as hero by the vast majority of his people.  However, he faced many 

forbidding challenges.  The late war, which was both civil (Nationalists vs. Royalists) and a multi-

fronted fight against external enemies (France, Britain, Greece, Armenia, and various Arabic 

entities) had caused immense physical destruction to the country and great dislocation to Turkey’s 

workforce, resulting in high unemployment.  The Ottoman Empire had also left the prime 

industrial entities with inherent inefficiencies that made them ill-suited to the Kemalist 

vision.  Atatürk knew that he had to rapidly and radically reform and jump-start the national 

economy, otherwise popular support for his regime, and his radical agenda, would crumble. 

 

Ahmet İHSAN TOKGÖZ (1868 – 1942) 

 

The publisher Ahmet İhsan Tokgöz (1868 – 1942) was probably one of the most influential 

figures of the literature of the late Ottoman Empire, connecting the influences from the West with 

Ottoman tradition. 

 

Growing up in Shkodra, Albania, and Damascus, Syria, Ahmet İhsan finished a law degree. A 

keen translator and a big fan of the Jules Verne novels, he made first translations of Verne’s text 

to Ottoman, starting a new genre of the adventure novels in the Ottoman world.  

Ahmet İhsan is also remembered as a founder of most influential Ottoman illustrated literary and 

cultural magazine Servet-i Fünun (ثروت فنون) or Wealth of Knowledge, which promoted Ottoman 

modern literature. He was the magazine’s editor from the first number in 1888 until his death in 

1942.  

 

References: Ziyad EBÜZZİYA, TDV İslâm Ansiklopedisi. AHMED İHSAN TOKGÖZ (1867-

1942) (On-line version: https://cdn.islamansiklopedisi.org.tr/dosya/2/C02000637.pdf). 

 

 

650 EUR 

 

  

https://cdn.islamansiklopedisi.org.tr/dosya/2/C02000637.pdf


  



15. IRAN (PERSIA)  

 

[Detailed Chart of the Country of Iran…]. 

 

SADAAT CENTRAL LIBRARY (TABRIZ). 

 

Tabriz: Sadaat Central Library (Shishe Gar Khane Bazar), 1309 Solar Hijri Calendar 

[1930]. 

 

A very large and beautifully produced separately issued map of the Empire of Persia (Iran), 

issued during the early days of the Pahlavi Dynasty; employing Persian script, it showcases the 

entire country in resplendent detail, predicated upon the best official sources; published in 

Tabriz’s glorious bazaar by the 

Saadat Central Library. 

 

 

Colour printed map (Good, 

lacking original paper covers, 

some closed tears along original 

folds repaired from verso, evenly 

toned and some stains especially 

in Persian Gulf area), 94.5 x 123 

cm (37 x 48.5 inches). 

 

 

This rare, separately issued, 

large-format work is one of the 

most impressive maps of Iran we 

have ever encountered.  Made 

early in the reign of Reza Shah 

Pahlavi during a period of 

dramatic economic and social 

change, the map captures the 

entire country in considerable 

detail.  Entirely in Persian script, 

in labels all cities and towns and 

geographic locations of interest; 

delineates roads, the rapidly 

expanding railway system, as 

well as noting harbours.  Iran is 

outlined in a bright pink colour, 

while its neighbours are outlined 

in various attractive hues.  

Interestingly, the map was 

printed by the Sadaat Central 

Library, a publisher and 

bookstore located in Tabriz’s 

Shishe Gar Khane Bazar.  This 

was perhaps one of the most magnificent locations in which a map was ever created, as the ancient 

Tabriz Bazaar is the largest covered market in the Middle East and for centuries was one of the 

major stops on the Silk Road.  Its amazing halls, with soaring ceilings of geometric brickwork, are 

still in use to this day, and00 since 2010 the bazaar has been a UNESCO world heritage site.  The 

city of Tabriz occupies a special place in the printing history of Persia, as it was there that the 

lithographic press was first introduced to that country, in March 1821. 

The present map appeared at a fascinating time in the history of Persia (officially called ‘Iran’ 

from 1935).  The long-standing Qajar Dynasty was overthrown in 1921, and in 1925 Reza Pahlavi 

(1878 - 1944), a Russian-trained military strongman, declared himself Shah.  Reza Shah 

proceeded to use the nation’s vast oil wealth to jumpstart a radical programme of economic and 

social development to ‘modernize’ the country.  Indeed, the transportation infrastructure network 

depicted on the present map was then in the process of rapid expansion.  However, while’s Reza 

Shah policies resulted in 

economic growth and 

technological advancement, 

wealth was not well distributed, 

and his authoritarian style and 

social policies alienated many 

classes of people on both the left 

and right of the political 

spectrum.  He remains a highly 

controversial historical 

figure.  Trying to play both sides 

during the opening period of 

World War II, Reza Shah was 

deposed in 1941, during the 

Anglo-Soviet invasion of 

Iran.  His 22-year old son, 

Mohammed Reza Shah (ruled 

1941-79) was placed on the 

throne and was to have an even 

more tumultuous and 

controversial reign than his 

father, ending in his overthrow 

during the 1979 Iranian 

Revolution. 

A large and fragile ephemeral 

map, the present work seems to 

be very rare, although Iranian 

bibliographical sources are 

challenging to research online.   

References: N / A – Rare. 

 

€750.00 

  



16. GREECE 

 Ali ŞEREF PAŞA (also Hafız Ali Eşref, Istanbul ? - 1907) على شرف پاشا

 

 يونانستان

 

[Yunanistan / Greece] 

 

Beyazit, Istanbul: مطبعه عامره Matbaa-i Amire 1309 [1893]. 

 

Lithograph in colour (soft folds, slightly age-toned and with minor foxing, tiny tears in margins, 

otherwise in a good condition) 39 x 50 cm (15.3 x 19.7 inches). 

 

This rare map of Greece in Ottoman script was published in an atlas ىگى جغرافىا آطلسى (Yeñi 

coġrafya aṭlası), which was issued in Istanbul in the late 19th century. 

The maps from this atlas are not numbered and unclear is the exact date of publication. We could 

only trace one example of this atlas in libraries worldwide in the University of Chicago Library. 

The atlas includes 41 maps and is dated in circa 1892. The maps in our descriptions are dated in 

1893 and 1896.  

It is possible the atlas was published in revised editions with different numbers of maps. All the 

maps from this atlas are rare today. 

 

Ali Şeref Paşa or Hafız Ali Eşref 

Not much is known about the author, who was known as Ali Şeref Paşa or Hafız Ali Eşref. 

He was a soldier, who was schooled in Paris as a cartographer around 1862. Already in Paris he 

published his first atlas with 22 maps, called Yeni atlas. Upon his return to Istanbul he became a 

chief cartographer at the Matbaa-i Amire Printing Press in Beyazit, which was the successor of the 

Müteferrika press from 1727. Among others he translated the large Kiepert map of Anatolia to 

Ottoman. 

He died in 1907, leaving his large project of a gigantic map of Anatolia in 100 sheets unfinished.  

Ali’s name is often misunderstood or even listed as two different people: Ali Şeref Paşa and Hafız 

Ali Eşref. 

Until the surname law adopted on June 21, 1934, Turks did not have surnames. They were born 

with one first name and were until the adulthood described only as sons or daughters of their 

parent’s names. Later they were given titles such as Effendi (Sir), Bey (Chief) or Hanım (Madam) 

for higher classes, or they were given names according to their work or class. The names were not 

inherited by children until 1934, when the surname law was enforced. 

The map maker Ali received names Şeref, the honourable, and Paşa, the dignitary. 

He was also known as Hafız, the memorizer of Qur'an, and Eşref, proud. 

So Ali Şeref Paşa would have a meaning Honourable Dignitary Ali, and Hafız Ali Eşref, 

Memorizer of Qur’an Proud Ali. 

  

 

Darüttıbaa - Matbaa-i Amire Printing Press  

 

The first press in the Muslim world, called Darüttıbaa, was founded in Istanbul by İbrahim 

Müteferrika in 1727, with a permission of Sultan Ahmet III. It was located in Müteferrika’s house. 

The first book was published in 1729 and until 1742 sixteen other works followed. 

After Müteferrika’s death the press was supressed for printing, as printed books were considered 

dangerous. 

In 1796 the press was purchased by the government and moved to Üsküdar in Istanbul, and in 

1831 finally to Beyazit, where it was renamed to Matbaa-i Amire in 1866. 

The press was closed in 1901 and was reopened in 1908 under the name Millî. In 1927 the name 

changed to State Printing House. The press still exists and is known for publishing school and 

educational books. 

120 EUR   



17. CHINA 

 Ali ŞEREF PAŞA (also Hafız Ali Eşref, Istanbul ? - 1907) على شرف پاشا

 

 چين ماچين

[Çin Maçin / China, Greater China] 

 

Beyazit, Istanbul: مطبعه عامره Matbaa-i Amire 1312 [1896]. 

 

Lithograph in colour (soft folds, slightly age-toned and with minor foxing, tiny tears in margins, 

otherwise in a good condition) 39 x 50 cm (15.3 x 19.7 inches). 

 

This rare map of China in Ottoman script was publishes in an atlas ىگى جغرافىا آطلسى (Yeñi coġrafya 

aṭlası), which was issued in Istanbul in the late 19th century. 

The maps from this atlas are not numbered and unclear is the exact date of publication. We 

could only trace one example of this atlas in libraries worldwide in the University of Chicago 

Library. The atlas includes 41 maps and is dated in circa 1892. The maps in our descriptions are 

dated in 1893 and 1896.  

It is possible the atlas was published in revised editions with different numbers of maps. All the 

maps from this atlas are rare today. 

  

Ali Şeref Paşa or Hafız Ali Eşref 

Not much is known about the author, who was known as Ali Şeref Paşa or Hafız Ali Eşref. 

He was a soldier, who was schooled in Paris as a cartographer around 1862. Already in Paris he 

published his first atlas with 22 maps, called Yeni atlas. Upon his return to Istanbul he became a 

chief cartographer at the Matbaa-i Amire Printing Press in Beyazit, which was the successor of 

the Müteferrika press from 1727. Among others he translated the large Kiepert map of Anatolia 

to Ottoman. 

He died in 1907, leaving his large project of a gigantic map of Anatolia in 100 sheets 

unfinished.  

Ali’s name is often misunderstood or even listed as two different people: Ali Şeref Paşa and 

Hafız Ali Eşref. 

Until the surname law adopted on June 21, 1934, Turks did not have surnames. They were born 

with one first name and were until the adulthood described only as sons or daughters of their 

parent’s names. Later they were given titles such as Effendi (Sir), Bey (Chief) or Hanım 

(Madam) for higher classes, or they were given names according to their work or class. The 

names were not inherited by children until 1934, when the surname law was enforced. 

The map maker Ali received names Şeref, the honourable, and Paşa, the dignitary. 

He was also known as Hafız, the memorizer of Qur'an, and Eşref, proud. 

So Ali Şeref Paşa would have a meaning Honourable Dignitary Ali, and Hafız Ali Eşref, 

Memorizer of Qur’an Proud Ali. 

  

Darüttıbaa - Matbaa-i Amire Printing Press  

The first press in the Muslim world, called Darüttıbaa, was founded in Istanbul by İbrahim 

Müteferrika in 1727, with a permission of Sultan Ahmet III. It was located in Müteferrika’s house. 

The first book was published in 1729 and until 1742 sixteen other works followed. 

After Müteferrika’s death the press was supressed for printing, as printed books were considered 

dangerous. 

In 1796 the press was purchased by the government and moved to Üsküdar in Istanbul, and in 

1831 finally to Beyazit, where it was renamed to Matbaa-i Amire in 1866. 

The press was closed in 1901 and was reopened in 1908 under the name Millî. In 1927 the name 

changed to State Printing House. The press still exists and is known for publishing school and 

educational books. 

350 EUR   



18. CHINA 

Kina 

[China] 

Belgrade: Geokarta 1948. 

Colour lithograph 51 x 58,5 cm (20 x 23 inches) (soft folds with pin sized holes 

on crossings, otherwise in a good condition). 

 

An uncommon separately published Yugoslav map of China was printed in 

1948. The key marks the state border, borders of the provines, the Great Wall, 

Railways, rivers and channels. 

The producer, Geokarta, was an official Yugoslav state cartographical institute, 

based in Belgrade. 

We could not find any institutional examples.  

 

95 EUR 

  



19. SURVEY OF PAKISTAN.  

 

PAKISTAN / BANGLADESH / INDIA: 

 

Pakistan / West Pakistan / East Pakistan / Junagadh & Manavadar. 

 

Muree: Survey of Pakistan Offices, 1950. 

 

The first edition of the first official political map of Pakistan issued by the Survey of Pakistan, 

depicting West Pakistan (modern Pakistan), East Pakistan (Bangladesh), as well as, curiously, 

showing the small principalities of Junagadh and Manavadar (located on Gujarat’s Kathiawar 

Peninsula) as being part of Pakistan! 

 

Colour printed map, folding into original printed card covers (Very Good, clean and crisp), 64 x 

77 cm (25 x 30.5 inches). 

 

 

In 1947, upon Indian and Pakistani Independence, Pakistan assumed governance over West 

Pakistan (what is today the Republic of Pakistan) and East Pakistan (since 1971 Bangladesh), 

although, as we shall see, it claimed other parts of the Subcontinent.   

The present map is the first edition of the first official political map of Pakistan issued by the 

Survey of Pakistan, printed in Murree, in 1950.  The 

main map and two of the three inset maps depict all 

major cities, transport links and trade routes.  The main 

part of the map depicts West Pakistan, while three insets 

provide details on other regions.   

The territory of West Pakistan, shaded dark green, is 

factually precise, save for the mapping of Kashmir & 

Jammu, to the northeast, which is shaded in light green, 

and is shown to be an ill-defined ‘no man’s land’.  

During the First Indo-Pakistan War (1947-49), pro-

Pakistani and Indian forces fought over the region, 

resulting in two-thirds of the territory being controlled 

by India, while the rest remained under Pakistani 

control.  The Karachi Agreement (1949) defined a ‘Line 

of Control’ between the two powers, which persists to 

the present day.  However, both India and Pakistan still 

claim de jure ownership of all of Kashmir & Jammu; 

today this matter remains the greatest bone of contention 

between these two nuclear powers.  

The inset ‘East Pakistan’, in the lower right corner, 

depicts what is today Bangladesh, in a factual manner. 

The most curious aspect of the map is the inset, bottom 

centre, that shows Gujarat’s Kathiawar Peninsula with 

the tiny principalities of Junganadh and Manavadar 

coloured in green, indicating that they were both parts of Pakistan.  During Britain’s malignly 

incompetent pull-out from India, Viceroy Lord Mountbatten formally gave the rulers of each of 

India’s 565 princely states (autonomous entities under loose British supervision) the choice as to 

whether their lands should join India or Pakistan upon Independence Day (August 15, 1947).  This 

created a lot of problems, as many of the local rulers held political views that were at variance 

with those of most of their subjects.  The nawabs of Junagadh and Manavadar were Muslim, even 

though over 95% of their subjects were Hindu.  In both cases, the nawabs elected to join Pakistan, 

a decision which was formally accepted upon Independence Day.  However, in the coming 

months, the states’ Hindu majorities resisted that course, and at their urging, in November 1947, 

the Indian Army invaded both Junagadh and Manavadar, formally annexing both territories to 

India.  However, this reality was not accepted by Pakistan (at least not for some years) and, as 

shown here, in 1950, Pakistan still formally claimed Junagadh and Manavadar.  This is the only 

map we have ever seen to show this curious claim, which was soon thereafter dropped from 

official Pakistani maps.  

The inset in the upper left corner of the composition, ‘Pakistan and Surrounding Countries’ 

depicts all the southern half of Asia.  It features a curious detail in that ‘Hyderabad’, in the 

Deccan, is shown to be separate from India.  In 1947, the Muslim ruler of the princely state of 

Hyderabad, Nizam Mir Osman Ali Khan, opted for his country to be independent of India.  The 

Nizam was sympathetic to Pakistan, even though 70% of his subjects were Hindu.  This caused 

the Indian Army to invade Hyderabad in 1948, annexing it to India.  Pakistan did not recognize 

India’s rule over Hyderabad for some years.  

The present first edition of the map is very rare on the 

market.  While some examples survive in institutions, 

especially those that had contemporary subscriptions to 

Survey of Pakistan publications, the survival rate of the 

such maps is very low.  

Upon Pakistan’s independence and separation from 

India in 1947, the Survey of Pakistan was established, 

featuring many highly skilled surveyors, draftsmen and 

administrators who had stellar experience under the 

former regime; they were able to successfully continue 

the Survey of India’s high standards.  In fact, for its first 

eight years, the Survey was headed by British military 

engineers; the present map notes that Colonel C.A.K. 

Innes Wilson was then the Surveyor General of Pakistan.  

The Survey of Pakistan’s headquarters was in Murree, in 

part due to its mountain climate (pleasing for drafting 

and printing) and its proximity to the major military base 

of Rawalpindi.  In addition to Murree, the Survey issued 

maps from its satellite offices in Rawalpindi and 

Risalpur.  The present map is one of the most intriguing 

works from the early period of the Survey’s operations.  

References: OCLC: 48596052. 

360 EUR 



20. TOWN MAPS 

Leipzig! The Town of „Fairs” 

Leipzig: Moritz Ruhl, printed by Carl Starke [1924 or 1925] 

A rare ephemeral map of Leipzig and its fair in English language was made for the season of 

1925.  

Colour lithograph, verso text and black and white images 64,5 x 48,5 cm (25.4 x 19 inches) (soft 

folds with tiny tears in margins, otherwise in a good condition).  

 

This rare folding map of Leipzig was made for the English speaking visitors of the Leipzig Fairs 

for the season of 1925. The map on the front shows the positions of the fair venues in the city, 

with inset-maps representing the important buildings in the city centre and the positions of the 

halls on the fair grounds for the technical and building fair. 

The text on the back gives the basic information for the visitors, such as listings of all the fairs, a 

small map with a central position of Leipzig, the charts showcasing the growth of the fair, street 

register and the consulates in Leipzig. 

We could only find one institutional example (University of Minnesota, Minneapolis). 

References: OCLC 535496129. 

95 EUR  



21. FASCIST URBANISM 

 

Pianta della Cita di Napoli. Rapporto 1:5000.  

 

Anon. 

[Naples] Consiglio Provinciale delle Corporazioni di Napoli, Centro Studi [between 1939- 1940].  

 

A large wall map of Naples, made by an office of the National Fascist Party on the eve of the 

Second World War, shows the newest achievements of the 1930s Italian urbanism.  

 

Whiteprint after original drawing (Very Good, tiny tears on crossings of the folds, two original 

labels in the corner of the map, off-set in the left part of the map) 90,5 x 144 cm (35.6 x 56.7 

inches). 

 

A large format wall map of Naples, made on the eve of the WWII in Art Deco style, was made for 

the purposes of the government office in Naples (Consiglio Provinciale delle Corporazioni / 

Provincial Council of Corporations). The historically important monuments and the newly build 

achievements of the Fascist architecture are shown from bird’s eye view. 

Among the latest constructed buildings is the Palazzo del Banco di Napoli, set into Palazzo San 

Giacomo, constructed between 1939 and 1940, and based on the plans of an Italian urban theorist 

and one of the main proponents of Italian Fascist architecture Marcello Piacentini (1881 -1960). 

The square in front of the palace opens directly onto the Maritime Station of Naples, built in Art 

Deco Style in 1936 by the plans of Cesare Bazzani (1873-1939). 

The large post office or Palazzo delle Poste, one block north of the Palazzo del Banco di Napoli 

was influenced by the Rationalist style and was finished in 1936 after plans by Giuseppe Vaccaro 

and Gino Franzi. 

South of the post office the impressive building Palazzo della Casa del Mutilato (Palace of the 

House of the Mutilated), erected between 1939-1940 was one of the last Fascist palaces built in 

the city before WWII, and so was Palazzo della Questura (Police Headquarters) standing on its 

east side. The city started building the latter already in 1935, but the opening was delayed for a 

year from 1939 to 1940, because inability to obtain iron building materials, due to the re-arming 

of the country, and international embargoes. 

Stadio Partenope, a large football stadium shown in the upper right part of the map, was 

constructed between August 1929 and April 1930 as Stadio Vesuvio, financed by the famous 

industrialist and first president of Napoli football club Giorgio Ascarelli, who died at the age of 36 

only seventeen days after the opening of the stadium. The object was renamed after Ascarelli in 

that year and bore that name until the World Cup of 1934, when it became one of the eight 

stadiums hosting the cup. The Ascarelli’s name was then erased because of his Jewish background 

and the new name was composed in the Fascistic style of reviving the Ancient Roman Empire: 

Stadio Partenope (Parthenope was an ancient Greek settlement on the coast in the center of 

today’s Neapel) 

  

Naples 1939-1940  

This map was made for Consiglio Provinciale delle Corporazioni - Centro Studi per il 

Mezzogiorno (Provincial Council of Corporations – Central office for South Italy). Consiglio 

Provinciale delle Corporazioni was founded in 1937 and closed in 1944. The organisation 

included banks and insurance companies, the provincial union of professionals and artists, and 

was directly subordinated to the National Fascist Party. The label in the corner states it is 

forbidden to re-print the map, sell it or bring it outside the office. 

The map can be not be dated before 1939, when the city started with the construction of Palazzo 

del Banco di Napoli and Palazzo della Casa del Mutilato, already marked as built on the map, and 

probably could not be made much after June 1940, when Italy entered WWII, and the aesthetics of 

the urbanism planning and architectural design of Naples was not on the priority list of the city 

office. 

Because of rationing, when entering the war, Naples stopped many building projects. Already in 

1939 the opening of the new police HQ was delayed for a year because of this reason. 

The first air raids on Naples by the Royal Air Force from a Malta base started already in the early 

morning hours of November 1st 1940 and hit the targets in the port and main train station. In the 

air raids of 1942 Stadio Partenope was destroyed among others and in the following year the 

whole city suffered a huge damage. 

Maps of the cities such as this one are extremely rare on the market: most of them did not survive 

WWII or were dispatched afterwards for being outdated or / and being associated with the Fascist 

party. Also its enormous size and photosensitive printing technique were extremely exposed to the 

damage. 

This map is preserved in almost a mint condition. We could not trace any other examples of this 

map on the market or in the institutions.  

650 EUR 

  



 



22. MONTEVIDEO, URUGUAY 

 

Saturnino CORTESI. 

 

Montevideo: Talleres Gráficos Juan Fernández, 1906. 

 

Plano del Departamento de Montevideo, construido con los datos más recientes por 

Saturnino Cortesi. Editado por Juan Fernández. Publicación autorizada por decreto del 

Ministerio de Fomento, de fecha 27 de Marzo de 1906. 

 

Extremely rare – Saturnino Cortesi’s large wall map of Montevideo, the authoritative official 

city plan of the Uruguayan capital made at the height of its golden era. 

 

Chromolithograph, originally varnished and mounted on original linen, rolled (Good, some minor 

stains and even crackling to varnish, with small chips of surface loss in lower area, largely outside 

of main map area, small hole in lower blank margin, old tack marks along blank margins, still 

decent condition for a map of its kind), 111.5 x 157 cm (44 x 62 inches). 

  

Upon this large and detailed wall map of Montevideo, one can witness the city’s explosive growth 

unfold in grand style, right before one’s very eyes.  This official plan, sponsored by the 

Uruguayan government, was drafted by the geographer Saturnino Cortesi, to provide the ultimate 

overview of Montevideo during the height of its golden era boom of the early 20th 

Century.  Fuelled by sustained economic growth and immigration, the city was expanding, rapidly 

building new barrios, boulevards, grand squares, monumental edifices and the most modern 

infrastructure, all of which are detailed on the map.  The map embraces the entire Department of 

Montevideo, with rapid development emanating out of the city and bay area in the lower centre of 

the map, with the rural areas extending into the interior.  

The ‘Referencias’, in the lower right corner, detail the stages of development across the different 

barrios and new suburbs, including: ‘Manzanas Edificadas’ (fully built-up urban blocks – 

coloured in grey); ‘Manzanas Edificadas en Parte’ (partially built-up urban blocks -  coloured in 

pink); ‘Edificios Públicos’ (public buildings - coloured in red): as well as aspects of infrastructure, 

such as ‘Ferro Carril’ (railway lines - in black intermittent lines); ‘Caminos de Macadam ó 

Empredados’ (Completed paved roads - in bold orange lines); ‘Caminos de Macadam en 

Construccion’ (Paved roads under construction - in intermittent orange lines); and ‘Limites de las 

secciones judiciales’ (boundaries of judicial districts - in grey lines, with the districts numbered in 

grey). 

Around 1904, the Uruguayan government commissioned the geographer Saturnino Cortesi to 

create an authoritative master plan of the Montevideo Department, based on the most up-to-date 

information from the various official urban planning offices, corporate blueprints and 

archives.  Cortesi’s manuscript was edited by Juan Fernández, with the result being 

chromolithographed by his firm in Montevideo.  The map was to be used by government agencies 

and private enterprises as the authoritative guide to the city, not only as it existed, but also to 

manage the dramatic developments that the Montevideo region was to undergo over the coming 

years. 

Importantly, the present map is the natural corollary of Saturnino Cortesi  & Anibal Méndez’s 

official national map, Mapa de la Republica Oriental del Uruguay construida con datos 

Existentes en el archivo de la ex-direccion general des obras publicas, archivos particulares 

datos tomados en el terreno y antecedentes suministrados por las autoridades locales y 

proprietarios de tierras (Montevideo: La Minerva, 1903). 

The present map is extremely rare.  We cannot trace any sales records, nor any examples in 

institutions in North America or Europe. 

  

The Road to the Rise of Montevideo 

San Felipe y Santiago de Montevideo was founded in 1724 by the Spanish on a fine natural 

harbour on the north side of the Río de la Plata Estuary.  Initially populated by fifty families from 

Galicia and the Canary Islands, Montevideo was intended to be a simple buffer fortress to keep 

the Portuguese, from Brazil, out of the area, preserving Spain’s control over Buenos Aires and the 

Estuary.  Over the coming decades, the town experienced steady growth, as mariners preferred 

Montevideo’s harbour to that of Buenos Aires, causing a rivalry between the two cities.  In 1776, 

Montevideo received a great boost when it was selected as the Armada Real’s principal naval base 

(Real Apostadero de Marina) for the South Atlantic.  By the end of the century, the Old Town 

(Ciudad Vieja) had developed on the peninsula located along the eastward side of the harbour.  

The first half of the 19th Century was unkind to Montevideo, as the Banda Oriental, the region that 

what would become Uruguay, was continually swept up by political instability and warfare.  The 

city was variously invaded, besieged and contested by several different parties during the 

Napoleonic Wars and the Rebellions against Spanish rule that had swept across Latin 

America.  The Banda Oriental was annexed to Brazil in 1816, something resented by the majority 

Spanish-speaking population.  However, the people eventually won their independence, founding 

the new República Oriental del Uruguay in 1828, with Montevideo as the capital. 

For a brief moment, all was looking up for Montevideo.  The city walls were demolished in 1829, 

with grand plans to expand the city into the Ciudad Nueva (identifiable on the present map where 

the even grid of street commences immediately to the east of the old town).  However, this was 

not to be – at least not for many years.  Uruguay quickly descended into internal discord, leading 

to the Guerra Grande (1843-51), during which Montevideo was besieged for eight years, only 

occasionally receiving provisions from the sea. 

Following the war, Montevideo experienced steady growth and gained many modern 

improvements.  Scheduled stagecoach lines connected the city to much of the rest of the country 

from 1853, and gas street lights were introduced shortly thereafter.  A modern sewer system as 

constructed from 1854 to 1861 and by 1866, Montevideo was connected to Buenos Aires by a 

telegraph line.  By this time, the building out of the Ciudad Nueva was progressing a strong pace 

and, in 1868, the community of Villa del Cerro was established at the other end of Montevideo 

Bay.  The railway arrived in Montevideo in 1869 and, in the next few years, the barrios of Colón, 

Nuevo París and La Comercial were founded.  In 1878, the Bulevar Circunvalación was built 

(later renamed Artigas Boulevard) which framed the development around the east end of the bay. 

  



  



This was followed by the establishment of the barrios of Reus del Sur, Reus del Norte, 

Conciliación (in 1889), Belgrano, Belvedere (in 1892), Jacinto Vera (in 1895), and Trouville (in 

1897). 

The new port was built in 1894 and the Central Railway Station (the very large, long building 

located along the harbour) was completed in 1897.  In 1900, the Plaza Independencia (located on 

the boundary of the Cuidad Vieja and Nueva), what would become the city’s epicentre, was 

inaugurated around 1900. 

In 1903, José Batlle y Ordoñez was elected president, ushering in a generation of economic 

prosperity and relative political stability for Uruguay.  Montevideo saw mass immigration form 

Europe (particularly from Italy and Germany) and great foreign investment.  From 1900 to 1930, 

Montevideo’s population would double from 250,000 to 500,000, fuelling an intense and 

sustained building boom, which is very much evident on the present map.  

In 1906, the year that present map was made, Montevideo had a population 300,000, of which 

30% was foreign born.  The present map, sponsored by the governing authorities, would have 

served as a vital tool in charting the capital region’s development during this critical time. 

The present map formed the template for on-going development, including the construction of the 

great boulevard of the La Rambla in 1910, and the annexation of the communities all around the 

bay up to and including Villa del Cerro, in 1913, so forming the basis of modern 

Montevideo.  The boom would provide the city with much magnificent Art Nouveau and Art 

Deco architecture, much of which survives to this day.  The good times would roll through 

Montevideo hosting the first Football World Cup in 1930, after which the city’s economy was 

dampened by the Great Depression. 

  

Saturnino Cortesi: Mapping Uruguay’s Golden Era 

  

The present map was drafted by Saturnino Cortesi, an Uruguayan geographer that the national 

government entrusted with its most important mapping projects during the republic’s boom 

period.  Notably, the government commissioned Cortesi and his colleague 

Anibal Méndez, to create an official wall map of the country, the Mapa de la Republica Oriental 

del Uruguay construida con datos Existentes en el archivo de la ex-direccion general des obras 

publicas, archivos particulares datos tomados en el terreno y antecedentes suministrados por las 

autoridades locales y proprietarios de tierras (Montevideo, 1903), which was reissued in revised 

editions up to 1928, thus remaining the authoritative map through the boom period.  This map can 

be seen as the natural companion of Cortesi’s present plan of Montevideo. 

In addition to the national and Montevideo maps, Conrtesi published a geography book on the 

country, Geografía de la República O. del Uruguay (Montevideo, 1905).  He also issued a 

national educational atlas, Pequeño atlas geográfico escolar de los departamentos de la República 

Oriental del Uruguay (Montevideo, n.d. but circa 1908), featuring 19 national and departmental 

maps. 

Contesi’s map of Montevideo is exceptionally rare.  We cannot trace any sales records, and while 

there are surely some example in South American institutions, we cannot trace any examples in 

institutions in North America or Europe. 

References: Boletin de la Biblioteca “América” de la Universidad de Santiago de Compostela 

(España) (1910), p. 69; Instituto Histórico y Geográfico del Uruguay, Revista del Instituto 

Histórico y Geográfico del Uruguay, vol. 3 (1923), p. 246; Revista de la Instituto de agronomïa 

de Montevideo, Volumes 9-12 (1911), p. 40; Uruguay - Inspección General de Marina, Catálogo 

del archivo cartográfico histórico (1956), p. 273. 

  

1.200 EUR  



23. SURVEY OF EGYPT. 

CAIRO, EGYPT / ARCHAEOLOGY / ISLAMIC HISTORICAL SITES: 

Map of Cairo showing Mohammedan Monuments. 

Cairo: Survey of Egypt, [1950 - 1951]. 

A spectacular large-format map showcasing the magnificent buildings and monuments in 

Cairo created during the ‘Islamic Golden Age’, predicated upon the best topographical and 

archaeological mapping, published in Cairo by the Survey of Egypt.  

Colour printed map mounted upon original linen with Egyptian Ministry of Finance taxation 

blindstamp in lower part (Very Good, overall clean and bright, some noticeable wear along 

vertical centrefold), 112 x 88 cm (44 x 34.5 inches). 

 

This exceedingly high-quality map depicts ‘Old Cairo’, the parts of the city that were founded 

during medieval times, located on the highlands above the ‘newer’ neighbourhoods along the 

Nile.  It was created by the Survey of Egypt, then one of the most professional mapping agencies 

in the World, predicated upon the synergy of the most authoritative topographical and urban 

mapping combined with the latest archaeological surveys.   

Cairo was the greatest centre of culture, learning and commerce during the ‘Islamic Golden age’.  

Commencing in the early 20th Century professional archaeologists as well as art and architectural 

historians became interested in scientifically recording Cairo’s sensational Islamic buildings and 

monuments.  The map employs colours to denote sites built across the city during the eras of the 

three great Islamic empires that controlled Cairo prior to the arrival of the Ottomans in 1517:  the 

‘Fatimid and Pre-Fatimid Monuments’ (909 - 1171), shaded in Red; the ‘Aiyubid [Ayyubid] 

Monuments’ (1171 - 1260), shaded in Green; and the ‘Mameluke Monuments’ (1260 - 1517), 

shaded in Blue.  These mosques, palaces, madrassas, and fortifications appear amidst the 

otherwise buff-coloured city which generally consisted of buildings built during the subsequent 

Ottoman and British Protectorate periods. 

The map shows that many of the greatest edifices from the periods of the three great Islamic 

empires have survived, although only traces of the vast Fatimid Place can be found amongst the 

foundations of newer buildings.  Each of the historical sites is named in Gothic script and features 

a corresponding numeral which refers to that which appears upon the plaques affixed to each 

building by the civic authorities.  The two insets on the left-hand side showcase sites in areas 

outside of the city proper. 

We understand that the first edition the map was issued in 1924, while an Arabic language version 

was published in 1948.  The present revised, official edition was issued in 1950-1, while several 

facsimile (unofficial) versions have been issued since then.  

The Survey of Egypt followed the initial production of the present issue of the map with a small 

booklet, Index to Mohammedan monuments appearing on the special 1:5000 scale maps of Cairo 

(Cairo, 1951), that is not present here, but seems to have been issued with the latter-releases of the 

map.  



Cairo during the ‘Islamic Golden Age’ 

Cairo was traditionally the largest and most culturally and economically important city in the 

Islamic world.  The Muslim conquest of Byzantine Egypt occurred between 639 and 646 AD.  

While the Cairo area has been settled for thousands of years, with the key Ancient Egyptian cities 

of Giza and Memphis located nearby, the city proper was not founded until 969, when it became 

the principal city, and sometimes capital, of the Fatimid Caliphate, a Shia Muslim empire which 

controlled much of North Africa, the Levant and Hejaz between 909 and 1171.  Cairo rapidly rose 

to become a centre of great wealth, at the nexus of global trade routes as well as home to some of 

the world’s foremost centres of education and the arts.  Befitting tis importance, great monuments 

of Islamic architecture were built across the city.  The Al-Azhar Madrassa (no. 97 on the map), 

which later grew into a university, was founded in 970-2 and today remains the world’s most 

prestigious institute of Islamic learning.  The map notes some Islamic monuments made before 

969, as the pre-Cairo rural landscape featured some small mosques, houses and fortifications. 

The Fatimids were replaced by the Ayyubid Dynasty (1171 - 1260), a regime of Kurdish origin, 

founded by the legendary conqueror Saladin, whereupon Cairo remained the prosperous centre of 

an empire spanning much of the Middle East. 

The Mamelukes were an elite class of soldier-bureaucrats descended from former Christian slaves.  

In 1250, they took over Egypt, the Levant and Hejaz, forming the Mameluke Sultanate, with its 

capital in Cairo.  It was during the early part of their regime that Cairo reached its zenith as the 

principal centre of the Islamic Golden Age.  The epicentre of a global trading network that 

spanned from India to Spain, Cairo far surpassed all European cities in wealth and cultural 

sophistication, and many exquisite works of architecture were built to reflect this glorious state.   

The Mameluke Sultanate was conquered by the Ottomans in 1517 and Cairo ceased to be an 

imperial capital.  However, while technically subject to the Sublime Porte, Egypt maintained a 

high degree of autonomy and was the wealthiest and most prosperous part of the Ottoman Empire; 

Cairo remained a highly important centre.  

Fortunately, as the repent map reveals, the survival rate of Cairo’s great works of Islamic 

architecture from the Fatimid, Ayyubid and Mameluke periods is impressively high, and many 

sites can be visited today.   

References: OCLC: 17543226.  

350 EUR  



24. LIBYA / ATLAS 

 االطلس الوطني للجماهيرية العربية الليبية الشعبية االشتراكية 

National atlas of the Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 

Tripoli: امانة التخطيط، مصلحة المساحة، [Amānat al-Takhṭīt, Maṣlaḥat al-Masāhah] Secretariat of 

Planning, Surveying Department 1978. 

 

The first official atlas of Coronel Gaddafi’s Libya.  

 

Folio. [9], 119 pp with colour maps, photographs and diagrams, reverse collation, turquoise cloth 

binding with gilt lettering in Arabic and English (binding with hardly noticeable wear, corners 

slightly bumped, otherwise in a good, colean condition. 

 

A beutifully designed atlas of Lybia includes detiled historic, geographic, climatic, geological, 

thematic and statistic maps. Thematic maps represent agriculture by regions, accompanied by 

charts, animal and mineral resources, crude oil and gas distribution, industry, production of food, 

electricity, population, manpower, urban development, housing, education, health, road 

communication, ir communication, foreign trade etc.  

This is the first official atlas by Gaddafi's Libya, the so called Socialist People's Libyan Arab 

Jamahiriya, which was a try of an unallied state, under a rule of the nation, similar to Tito’s 

Yugoslavia. 

380 EUR 

 

 

  

  



  



  



25. WHITE RUSSIANS / ODESSA, UKRAINE / RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR MANUSCRIPT 

MINI-ARCHIVE. 

Part I. 

 

[White Russian Refugees who fled Odessa aboard the Habsburg] 

 

“To the Chief of the British Commission in Constantinople”. 

 

[Constantinople, February 1920].  

 

Manuscript, 8 pp. quarto, text in black pen followed by numerous original signatures in pencil and 

indigo crayon, affixed with contemporary pin in upper left corner (Very Good, some slight 

staining and light smudging to a few signatures but all still legible, old horizonal folds). 

[accompanied by:] 

Part II. 

 

“Special Order No. 43 By Major-General H.C. Holman, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., Commanding 

British Military Mission in South Russia… [conveying the text of a letter by] J.M de Robeck, 

Vice-Admiral and H.G. Reid, Lieut.-Col., Novorossisk [Novorossiysk], February 24, 1920.” 

 

Contemporary Manuscript Copy of an Original, 1 p. quarto, blue pen on lined paper (Very Good, 

slightly toned, old vertical folds).  

A fascinating mini-archive concerning the evacuation of White Russian refugees from Odessa 

in February 1920, fleeing the ‘Red Terror’ that threatened to befall them upon the expected 

Bolshevik capture of the city; the highlight of which is Part I, the original manuscript ‘thank 

you letter’ addressed to the British nation by refugees who, with British assistance, escaped 

Odessa aboard the ship ‘Habsburg’, reaching safety in Constantinople; Part II is a 

contemporary manuscript copy of a British military “General Order” commending the efforts 

of the British forces in Odessa in assisting the evacuation of refugees from the city. 

In the winter of 1919-1920, during the height of the Russian Civil War (1917-22), the Bolshevik 

forces, represented by the Red Army, were rapidly gaining ground on the czarist forces, 

represented by the White Russian army.  Outside of Siberia and Artic European Russia, the only 

territories still under White control were enclaves in the western Ukraine, Crimea and the 

Caucuses (notably the Kuban), so-called “South Russia”.   

The conflict was unusually savage, as the both the Red and White forces had a habit of 

slaughtering enemy soldiers and civilians in cold blood immediately upon conquering cities and 

towns.  A small contingent of British army forces, supported by a detachment of the Royal Navy’s 

Mediterranean Fleet, provided technical assistance to the White forces, but their intervention was 

not enough to turn the tide. 

The great port of Odessa, the fourth largest city in the Russian Empire, was by far and away the 

most important city still in White hands.  However, by the beginning of February 1920, it was 

clear that it would imminently fall to the Reds.  Thousands of its leading citizens were certain to  



become victims of the “Red Terror” should they remain in Odessa once the Bolsheviks entered the 

city.   

From February 3-6, 1920, the British forces in Odessa organised a desperate last-minute 

evacuation effort, pressing all available vessels into service, in the hope of transporting White 

Russian officers, their families, as well as civil refugees identified with the czarist cause, to safety 

in Constantinople (which was then occupied by Britain and her WWI allies).  The effort was 

rushed and clumsy and was not helped by the extreme winter weather.  In the end only one-third 

of the as many as 50,000 people who needed to be evacuated managed to leave Odessa in time. 

However, one success story was the voyage of the Hapsburg, a civilian ship pressed into service 

that managed to evacuate 1,300 refugees on February 6, 1920, safely transporting them to 

Constantinople.  

The circumstances surrounding the Habsburg’s departure from Odessa were dramatic.  Captain 

Harold Owen Reinold, the commander of the Royal Navy detachment in Odessa, recorded details 

of the Habsburg’s arrival, the boarding of the refugees, and its departure for Constantinople.  In a 

letter to his superior Admiral John de Robeck, he recalled that the Habsburg arrived in Odessa 

harbour on February 3, escorted by the icebreaker Odessa.  On February 5, he wrote that the 

“Habsburg is rapidly filling up with refugees”.  He goes on to note that he has “Received 

complaints from refugees, going to the Habsburg, who were being plundered of their baggage all 

the way down”.  Accordingly, Reinold “placed a strong guard along the whole route from the 

customs house to the Transports. These guards checked the looting with a firm hand, and there 

was no more of it.”  Reinold notes that on February 6 at 11 AM, the “Habsburg went to sea with 

1300 refugees”. (Source: Reinold to Robeck, February 13, 1920, UK National Archives, ADM 

137/1756, as excerpted in Halpern, Mediterranean Fleet, pp. 158-9). 

Part I is the original manuscript ‘thank you letter’ written by a group of passengers aboard the 

Habsburg, addressed to the British nation, by way of His Majesty’ Commission in Constantinople.  

It was written after the Habsburg had safely arrived in Constantinople, having left Odessa on 

February 6, 1920.  The text of the letter, written in pen, reads: 

“The Passengers of the “Hapsburg” driven out of Odessa and thanks to this vessel delivered from 

barbarism to Civilization bring their sincerest and deepest thanks to the British Nation in person 

of its representatives in Constantinople and those of the British Mission and Consulate in Odessa, 

who gave them the possibly to flee in time and so willingly stretched forth a hand of help in our 

hour of need. 

The memory of it will never forsake the unfortunate Russian citizens cast away from their country.  

It will be a new link between England and the real sons of Russia.” 

This note is followed by the original manuscript signatures (mostly in pencil, but some in indigo 

crayon) of dozens of the Habsburg passengers, running to seven pages.  Most names are Russian, 

but several suggest varied ethnic origins.  An investigation of the names will likely reveal them to 

be a “Who’s Who” of Odessa’s of high society during the former czarist regime.  As the note’s 

final line suggests, many of the refugees would end up forging new lives in Britain. 

Part II is a contemporary manuscript copy of a “Special Order” written by Major-General H.C. 

Homan, the Commander-in-Chief of the British forces in South Russia, conveying the text of    



letter written by Vice-Admiral John de Robeck, the commander of the British Mediterranean 

Fleet, and Lieutenant-Colonel H.G. Reid, a senior army officer in the field, dated February 24, 

1920, from Novorossiysk, (one of the last major ports in South Russia still in White hands), which 

commends “the very good services rendered” by the British forces in Odessa during the 

evacuation of the White refugees.  With the successful departure of evacuation ships, such as the 

Habsburg, in mind, Robeck and Reid opine that “the untiring efforts” of the British forces in 

Odessa “undoubtably resulted in securing the safety of several thousands of Russians threated 

with massacre by the approach of the Bolsheviks”. 

Fleeing from the ‘Red Terror’ in Odessa 

The October 1917 Revolution instigated the Russian Civil War (November 7, 1917 – October 25, 

1922), a vicious conflict for control of the former Russian Empire that would leave between 7 and 

12 million people dead.  While the Bolsheviks, or the ‘Reds’, managed to gain control over ‘core 

Russia’, the St. Petersburg-Moscow corridor, with relative ease, the monarchists, or ‘White’ 

forces maintained or gained control over many other regions, such as the vicinity of Archangel 

(northern European Russia), parts of Siberia, as well as the Southern Ukraine, Crimea and the 

Kuban.  However, while the Whites fought hard, they were far outnumbered by the Red Army, 

which progressively placed them on the backfoot in all their domains.  

The former Czarist regime’s old allies, Britain, France, as well as the United States, were deeply 

sympathetic to the White Russian cause (as well as terrified of the Communism).  Many senior 

Entente officers had long-standing personal ties to White officers, while, Britain, in particular, had 

massive commercial investments in Russian ports (including small but vibrant British expatriate 

communities).  While the final throes of the Great War limited the Entente Powers’ ability to 

assist the White cause early on, the end of the conflict freed some resources, while the Allied 

occupation of Constantinople (November 13, 1918 – October 4, 1923), gave them a stellar base of 

operations to aid the Whites in the Black Sea region.   

However, the Entente Powers would not become directly involved in the fighting in a meaningful 

way; they simply could not afford to become embroiled in a conflict that promised to be as costly 

and brutal as the Great War.  Britain and the United States were only able to provide technical and 

logistical assistance, in addition to providing special forces for small episodic operations.  At the 

end of the day, the White Russians would be left to ‘sink or swim’ on their own devices. 

The civil war was alarmingly brutal, even by Russian standards, as both the Red and White forces 

would regularly slaughter tens of thousands of captured enemy soldiers, as well as civilians, 

giving rise to the spectre of the ‘White’ and ‘Red Terrors’.   Being trapped in a city that had fallen 

to the enemy was an exceedingly unenviable position, to put it mildly. 

Odessa, located on the Black Sea, in the south-western Ukraine, was the Russian Empire’s busiest 

port and fourth-largest city.  A prosperous cosmopolitan place, it was curiously home to both 

some of the country’s most ardent Communists (Leon Trotsky came of age in Odessa!) as well as 

a large ultra-White corporate-bourgeoisie class.  By the spring of 1919, it was the greatest 

remaining centre of the White Russian cause, protected by the powerful Army of Southern Russia.  

Like the other White Russian Black Sea ports, such as Sebastopol and Novorossiysk, it was 

constantly supplied by the British Mediterranean Squadron, in addition to commercial shipping, 

from Constantinople.  For a time, the city served as a haven for White Russians and foreigners 

fleeing from the Red Terror further north.  Many even believed that the city, so distant from the 

war’s front lines, was impregnable. 

However, in the summer of 1919, White Russian forces horribly botched an attempt to advance 

upon Moscow.  They overextended their lines and were mauled by the Red Army.  This was a 

turning point, as the White side’s position in Southern Russia and the Ukraine began to collapse.  

Over the succeeding months, the Red Army bulldozed both their Ukrainian nationalist and White 

Russian opponents, bringing the front lines ever closer to the Black Sea.  

In January 1920, the Red Army began to storm down the Dnieper Valley, with town by town 

falling like bowling pins.  The White forces and their British allies should have, in retrospect, seen 

the writing on the wall and come to the realization that Odessa was doomed.  Evacuation 

preparations should already have been underway; any White officers, czarist officials, 

businessmen, Western foreigners and their families were assured to victims of the ‘Red Terror’ 

should they remain in the city once it fell.  However, the Whites and British contingent vacillated 

until the beginning of February, when the fast-moving Red Army was nearing Odessa.   

The Red Army’s capture of Ochakiv on February 3, at the mouth of the Dnieper, only 65 km 

away, finally convinced the White-British side to evacuate Odessa.  Their task was not helped by 

the fact that only a handful of vessels were available to transport as many as 50,000 ‘marked 

people’ out of the theatre.  Moreover, the unusually cold winter had frozen the harbour over, 

ensuring that each ship needed to be escorted by an icebreaker, an incredibly time-consuming 

process.   

Panic and chaos gripped Odessa, as civil order fell away while many White soldiers abandoned 

their posts.  Looting and brawls broke out all over the city.  Under the supervision of a small 

detachment of the Royal Navy’s Mediterranean Fleet, commanded by Captain Harold Owen 

Reinold, several military transports as well as commandeered civilian vessels made it through the 

ice, often with great difficulty, to dock at Odessa’s quays.  However, the process of getting the 

refugees aboard the vessels was severely hampered by the lack of civil order, as many people were 

physically unable to traverse the city to get the port.  Even if refugees made to the quays they were 

often attacked by gangs of robbers and deprived of their few possessions.  Many people scheduled 

to board the evacuation vessels panicked and chose to stay home which, in some cases, proved to 

be a fatal error.  

The evacuation continued at a feverish pace until the evening of February 6, when the White 

Army presence in Odessa completely collapsed.  The last of the evacuation vessels left the 

harbour, escorted by Reinold’s ships, on their way to Constantinople.  The following morning, the 

Red Army, aided by pro-Communist sympathizers already in Odessa, breached the city and by 

February 8, all of Odessa was in Bolshevik hands.  

While the hapless evacuation effort managed to recue approximately 16,000 refugees from 

Odessa, as many as two-thirds of the people who planned to leave the city were left behind.  These 

unfortunates included 200 White officers (including 3 generals), 3,000 White soldiers, plus an 

unknown number of civilians linked to the czarist cause.  The Red Army exacted brutal justice 

upon these people.  Many were killed outright; some were sent to gulags (where many soon died); 

while others managed to ‘lay low’ until the dust settled.  A group of 12,000 Whites managed to 

leave the city overland bound for the Romanian border, but most were captured after Romania 

refused to let them enter the country.  While not even rough numbers are available, it is certain 

that many thousands of Whites died in the immediate wake of the fall of Odessa.  For the 

Bolsheviks the capture of the great port was one of the prime actual and PR achievements of the 



entire war.  Additionally, the Whites had left vast stores of provisions and weapons in Odessa that 

the Red Army was able to use to continue their conquest of South Russia.   

Odessa would suffer greatly from famine in 1921-22 before recovering somewhat after the war, 

whereupon it transitioned from being a great centre of commerce to the Soviet Union’s premier 

‘warm water’ maritime base. 

Back to the bigger picture, by the end of February 1920, all White forces had been chased from 

the Western Ukraine.  The Whites then only held on to positions in the northern Caucuses and the 

Crimea.   

In March 1920, Novorossiysk, the White stronghold in the Kuban, was on the verge of falling to 

the Red Army, under similar circumstances as did Odessa.  With the assistance of British forces, 

40,000 people were evacuated from Novorossiysk (the Habsburg was again pressed into service, 

delivering another group of refugees safely to Constantinople!).  However, many people 

associated with the Whites remained upon the fall of the city.  In what became known as the 

‘Novorossiysk Catastrophe’, the Bolsheviks executed an estimated 33,000 people!  

Crimea, the last White stronghold along the Black Sea, would fall in November 1920, before 

which over 145,000 White refugees fled the peninsula.  

The Red Army mopped up the remaining White resistance across the country, leading to the 

foundation of the Soviet Union in 1922.  Almost all the White refugees who manged to fell abroad 

would never see their homeland again, forging new lives in places such as America, Britain, 

France and Australia.  

References: N / A – Present Documents seemingly unrecorded.  Cf. Paul Halpern, The 

Mediterranean Fleet, 1919-1929 (Routledge, 2016), esp. pp. 158-9. 

1.200 EUR  



26. CARINTHIAN PLEBISCITE / YUGOSLAV AUSTRIA RELATIONS / SLAVIC MINORITIES 

Valentin ROŽIČ (1878-1935).  

Plebiscit u koruškoj Sloveniji. 

[The Plebiscite in the Slovenian Carinthia] 

Ljubljana : Zadružna Tiskarna, 1920. 

8°: 8 pp with black and white map and charts, inserted colour folding map, original wrappers with 

illustrated title (slightly age-toned and stained, in general in a good condition).  

 

A pamphlet in Serbo-Croatian language is probably the first detailed separately published analysis of the 

territory of Carinthia, which was after lengthy political and military conflicts annexed to Austria, instead of 

to the newly founded Kingdom of Yugoslavia. The portrait on the cover shows Franz Grafenauer (1860 – 

1935) a political representative and supporter of Slovenians in Carinthia and a large colour folding 

demographic map showcases the Slovenian minorities in Carinthia, according to the church census of 

1917/18. 

The book is written in Serbo-Croatian language, to reach wider audience of the Kindgom of Yugoslavia, 

and is dedicated and addressed to the Serbian army general Krsta Smiljanić (1869 – 1944), who was 

involved in several famous operations, including the Serbian army's retreat through Albania. In 1919, 

Smiljanić was leading the Yugoslav army in the battle for the Northern border during Austro-Slovene 

conflict in Carinthia. 

The author of the book was a Slovenian politician and keen traveler through his fatherland Valentin Rožič 

(1878-1935).  

 

Carinthian Plebiscite 

The Carinthian Plebiscite was a political event following WWI after the fall of the Austrian-Hungarian 

Empire, when mostly Slovenian population in Carinthia was voting weather to remain Austria or to join the 

newly founded Slavic kingdom of Serbs, Croatians and Slovenians (SHS). The Austrian side launched a 

large propaganda campaign in Slovenian and German language to convince people to vote against 

Yugoslavia. 

After dividing the Carinthia in two parts and a massive propaganda campaign, the state became a part of 

Austria with 59.1% of votes in favor of adhesion to Austria and 40.9% in favor of annexation by the 

Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes.  

The Carinthian Plebiscite is a ground of a century old grudge between Austria and Slovenia, and the 

problem was covered by numberles conferences and books.  

OCLC 80360798, 246065372, 254801196. Andrejka, Rudolf: Rožič, Valentin (1878–1935). Slovenska 

biografija. Slovenska akademija znanosti in umetnosti, Znanstvenoraziskovalni center SAZU, 2013. 

http://www.slovenska-biografija.si/oseba/sbi522888/#slovenski-biografski-leksikon (2. avgust 2019). 

Izvirna objava v: Slovenski biografski leksikon: 9. zv. Raab - Schmid. Alfonz Gspan et al. Ljubljana, 

Slovenska akademija znanosti in umetnosti, 1960.  

140 EUR  



  



27. SERBIA / FOLK MUSIC 

DRIKOSAVČIĆ, national fiddler [guslar]. 

Женидба краља Александра 

[Ženidba kralja Aleksandra / Wedding of King Alexander I] 

Belgrade: Dimitrijević 1922. 

8°: 32 pp, original illustrated pink wrappers (old punch-holes on the left-hand side, old 

annotations on the inner side of the wrappers and on the title page, old pencil annotations on the 

cover,, irregularly cut right margin, otherwise in a good condition). 

 

A rare ephemeral pamphlet in Serbian Cyrillic was written by a Serbian “guslar” (i.e. fiddler) and 

published at the occasion of the marriage of the Yugoslav Kind Alexander I. Karađorđević and 

Maria of Romania (1900 – 1961) in 1922. 

Guslars were the South Slavic singers of ephic songs, accompanied by their single stringed 

misical instrument.  

We could not find any institutional copies. 

85 EUR 

  



28. CROATIA / DALMATIAN IMPRINT 

Fra Vladislav BRUSIĆ 

Otok Rab.  

Rab: Franjevački Samostan Sv. Eufemije [Franciscan Monastery of St. Eufemia], s. d. [circa 

1925]. 

8°: 196 pp. with black and white illustrations within text, [1] map, folding map, original wrappers 

with illustrated cover (slightly stained, otherwise in a good unread and uncut condition).  

 

An important, patriotic, art-historical work on the Croatian island of Rab was made by a monk 

Vladislav Brusić in the monastery of St. Eufemia on the island, shortly after the territory was 

annexed to Yugoslavia. 

A detailed illustrated work describes the history of the island, geography and art historical sites, 

lists the church and political leaders etc. Photographs showcase the monuments and important 

events. The last photographs show signing of the documentation, when Italy gave the island to 

Yugoslavia in 1921. 

The book is not dated, but the author mentions receiving a donation of 5000 din, given to him by 

the council of Rab for financing his writing in 1924. 

55 EUR 

  



29. YUGOSLAVIA / SOCIALISM / SLAVIC PRINTING IN THE US 

Various Authors.  

Ameriški družinski koledar 

[American Family Almanac] 

Chicago: Jugoslovanska delavska tiskovna družba Proletarec. Jugoslav Workmen's 

Publishing Co., 1915-1949  

A rare to find, almost complete series of the most important Slovenian almanac, printed by a 

socialist immigrant press in Chicago.  

 

34 issues: 1916-1950 (of 36: lacking issues 1915 and 1917!). All small 4°, various pagination 

with black and white images in the text, bound in original bindings of various colours, illustrations 

or / and lettering on the cover, only year 1921 with original printed wrappers. 

Condition report: The series comes from a de-accessioned library. Minor foxing and staining, 

some numbers with minor annotations, mostly to the first pages, some issues with small stamps 

and labels. Sporadic, especially earlier issues worn and with tears in the gutter, some later editions 

in a very good condition. Overall still a good condition for a set of this kind. 

 

Ameriški družinski koledar of American Family Almanac was the most important publication in 

native language for almost entire Slovenian community in the United States between 1915 and 

1950. It included a calendar, short stories by contemporary authors, poetry, articles on history and 

geography and valuable reports by the Slovenian community in the United States. 

Ameriški družinski koledar is important, because it provides many first editions of prose and 

poetry by many leading Slovenian immigrant authors. 

The publishing house Proletarec (Proletarian) in Chicago was a Slovenian publishing house, 

specialized in socialist printing. Chicago and Claveland were a favourite first destination for the 

Slovenian immigrants and became a centre of the Slovenian printing in the US. The immigrants 

were well organized and were keeping in contact through cultural clubs, singing and dancing 

associations, and through the printed material.  

Larger series are hard to find (this series is only lacking two issues) and only a few institutions 

own a complete series.  

References: OCLC 442911797. 

650 EUR 

 

 

 

  



30. YUGOSLAVIA / SOCIALISM / SLAVIC PRINTING IN THE US 

Etbin KRISTAN (1867 – 1953), editor. 

Katka ZUPANČIČ (1889–1967), Ivan MOLEK (1882-1962), Milan MEDVEŠEK (1908 – 

1966), Anna KRASNA-PRAČEK (1900-1988), Etbin KRISTAN (1867 – 1953), Jakob 

ZUPANČIČ (1895 – 1980) et al., uthors.  

Cankarjev glasnik (Cankar’s Herald) 

Cleveland: Cankarjeva ustanova 1937-1942. 

15 issues (of ?): 

Vol. I, 1,  

Vol II, 6, 7,  

Vol III, 7,  

Vol. IV, 9, 10, 11 

Vol. V, 4, 5, 6, 7, 10, 11, 12 

Vol. VI, 1. 

Condition report: A series of good examples, most numbers with 

an address label on the cover, old “Duplicate” stamp / annotation 

on the cover, minor wear to the covers, volume VI, no. 1 with 

tine tears in the lower part of the back cover. 

 

The newspaper started as a literary newspaper with first 

published editions of short stories and plays, written by Slovenian 

immigrant authors. It changed a month before WWII into mostly 

a political magazine, accompanied by literary articles, written in 

Slovenian language. The authors were Slovenian immigrants, 

men and women, which were employed by the US industry.  

With the upcoming war and during the war, when the situation 

for the Slavic immigrants became more complex, the articles 

became focused on political situations, such as Italian-Ethiopian 

relations, censorship in Japan, anti-Hitler paroles, worrying about 

Chamberlain’s decisions on the eve of WWII, discrimination of 

Einstein in the Nazi Germany, the growing of the Nazis among 

the German immigrants in Australia, advertising of the products 

in Russia, announcing the death of Karel Čapek, the release of 

Tom Mooney, attack on Pearl Harbor, the Slavic connections in 

WWII, Soviet relations,  

The numberless advertisements were made by Slovenian and 

partly Croatian immigrants, who upon their immigration to the 

US, if self-employed, became mostly owners of inns (gostilne), much popular among the Slavic 

population, groceries, butcheries etc.  

The editor Etbin Kristan was a Slovenian / Yugoslavian politician, writer and journalist, who 

moved to the US during WWI, where he was an editior of several publications. After a brief return 

to his home land, Kristan moved to New York in 1921, as a Yugoslav representative for 

immigrants in the US. From 1927 on he worked as a journalist in Washington, where he was 

writing for Slavic magazines, and was author of several books in Slovenian language. Etbin 

Kristan was especially known for his work for the theatre. He returned to his home land after 

WWII, shortly before his death. 

The magazine was published iraguraly between 1937-1943. 

The magazines are scarce. We could find eamples in 7 Slovenian 

libraries, 2 Trieste (Slovenian) libraries and in Western Reserve 

Historical Society, Cleveland, Ohio. Not all appear to be 

complete.  

References: OCLC 450308110 & 40649309.  

320 EUR 

 

  



31. Tone SELIŠKAR (1900-1969) 

Roke Andreja Podlipnika 

[the Hands of Andrej Podlipnik] 

Ljubljana: Cankarjeva družba 1937. 

8°. 110 pp., [1] blank, original wrappers with printed title (wrappers with minor rubbing, old 

library stamp and a “duplicate” stamp on the title page).  

 

This is the first separate edition of a Slovenian socialist novel by a beloved author Tone Seliškar. 

Tone Seliškar (1900-1969) was a popular Slovenian / Yugoslav writer, who was taking the 

caracters of his novels from the basic working class. He was especially famous for his 

adventurous novel for children Bratovščina sinjega galeba [The Brotherhood of the Blue Seagull]. 

References: OCLC 438881539. Koblar, France: Seliškar, Tone (1900–1969). Slovenska 

biografija. Slovenska akademija znanosti in umetnosti, Znanstvenoraziskovalni center SAZU, 

2013. http://www.slovenska-biografija.si/oseba/sbi559746/#slovenski-biografski-leksikon (1. 

avgust 2019). Izvirna objava v: Slovenski biografski leksikon: 10. zv. Schmidl - Steklasa. Alfonz 

Gspan et al. Ljubljana, Slovenska akademija znanosti in umetnosti, 1967. 

35 EUR  



32. SERBIAN – INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS / CHETNIKS 

Branko LAZITCH (LAZIĆ, 1923-1998) 

La tragédie du général Draja Mihailovitch. Le conflit Mihailovitch-Tito et la politique des 

Alliés 

[Switzrland] Éditions du Haut-Pays 1946 

8°. 89 pp. With interleaved full page portrait, [6], original wrappers with printed title (old 

annotations on the cover, »duplicate« stamp on p. 5, wrappers slightly dusty, otherwise a good, 

uncut example).  

 

The first and only edition on the role of the Serbian resistance leader Draža Mihailović, who was 

opposing Tito's partisans during WWII in the underground movement, was written in the year of 

his execution by a Serbian émigré, a historian and a specialist on the Communist countries Branko 

Lazić in Switzeland. 

Draža Mihailović, was a leader of the WWII group of Czetniks and his role in the conflict 

between the Allies and Partisans is incredibly complicated and remains 

contraversial.  Importantly, not all Chetniks were Serbs, some individuals from other nationalities, 

either due to their conservative convictions or to the wartime necessity of ‘picking a team’.  In the 

end, the Chetniks made an alliance of convenience with the Germans to battle their mutual arch-

nemesis, the Partisans, what would automatically make them the enemies of the Allies. 

After the war some Chetniks were executed by the Partisans, some escaped through the DP camps 

to other countries and some went into hiding to the mountains together with their leader Draža 

Mihailović. Mihailović was caught almost a year after the end of the war in unclear 

circumstances, tried and executed for treason on July 17, 1946. 

This book was published in the year of the execution of Draža Mihailović. 

Branko Lazitch (Lazić, 1923-1998) was a Serbian historian and a member of the Partisan 

resistance during WWII, who immigrated to Switzerland after the War. He was specialized in the 

history of Communism and of the Soviet Union.  

References: OCLC 604623452. 

75 EUR 

 

 

  



33. CHETNIKS / SERBIAN NATIONALIST MOVEMENT / WWII 

Mihailo MINIĆ 

РАСУТЕ КОСТИ (1941-1945). 

[Rasute kosti / Scattered Bones] 

Detroit: Universal Slavic Printers, Mala Gospojina [September 8th] 1965. 

8°. [16], 436 pp. With black and white illustrations, [4] index, original wrappers with illustrated cover (old 

name on the first blank page, in general in a good, used condition). 

A rare first edition of a first-hand accont of a Chetnik, a Serbian nationalist fighter during WWII, 

on the army operations in Serbia, Montenegro and Bosnia and on the escpe through the allied DP 

camps, were published by a Serbian immigrant Mihailo Minić in Detroit. 

Minić gives a detailed information on the political situation in Yugoslavia before and during 

WWII, when he joined the Chetniks, and a description of his escaping the mass after war killings 

by the partisans.  

Chetniks were Serbs and some individuals from other nationalities, who joined the nationalist 

resistance either due to their conservative convictions or to the wartime necessity of ‘picking a 

team’.  In the end, the Chetniks made an alliance of convenience with the Germans to battle their 

mutual arch-nemesis, the Partisans, what would automatically make them the enemies of the 

Allies. 

After the war some Chetniks made it through a refugee corridor together with the Croatian 

Ustashe and Slovenian Domobranci to Carinthia, to the British operated DP camps, and some 

went into hiding to the mountains together with their leader Draža Mihailović. 

Mihailo Minić and his daughter, who was during WWII a female soldier and to whom the book is 

dedicated, made it to a British DP camp in Carinthia, Austria. Some Chetniks at the time still 

falsely believed they could join the Allies against the Communist lead Partisans, not knowing, that 

the Allies and the Partisans joined forces against the Nazis. Large groups of Chetniks were 

returned to Yugoslavia by the British soldiers, including Minić, where they were ruthlessly shot as 

traitors without trials. Mihailo Minić describes his miraculous escape through the woods and 

documents the mass executions, which are still causing disputes on the territory of former 

Yugoslavia. 

After the war the Chetniks, who managed to escape, mostly moved to North and South America 

and Australia, as they were viewed as traitors in Yugoslavia. 

We could find two institutional copies on Worldcat (The British Library, Australian National 

University) 

References: OCLC 874077703, 223439295. 

120 EUR  



34. YUGOSLAVIA / SOCIALISM / SLAVIC PRINTING IN THE US 

Etbin KRISTAN (1867 – 1953). 

Svetovna vojna in odgovornost socializma 

[Global War and the Responsibility of the Socialism] 

Chicago: Jugoslovanska delavska tiskovna družba [Yugoslav Labour Press] [1929]. 

12°. 183 pp., original wrappers with printed title (old tape and library label on and around the 

spine, spine with a minor tear in the lower part, old small library and duplicate stamp on the title 

page, otherwise in a good, seeingly unread condition). 

 

A book, published in Slovenian language in Chicago, is the first and only edition of the detailed 

analysis of a role of the socialism in the Yugoslav countries after WWI and the foundation of the 

Kindgom of Yugoslavia. The texts discusses vatious problems, such as the Yugoslav relations 

towards the Habsburgians and Austria, the modern »colonialism« in Yugoslavia and the 

immigration. 

Etbin Kristan was a Slovenian / Yugoslavian politician, writer and journalist, who moved to the 

US during WWI, where he was an editior of several publications. After a brief return to his home 

land, Kristan moved to New York in 1921, as a Yugoslav representative for immigrants in the US. 

From 1927 on he worked as a journalist in Washington, where he was writing for Slavic 

magazines, and was author of several books in Slovenian language. Etbin Kristan was especially 

known for his work for the theatre. He returned to his home land after WWII, shortly before his 

death. 

Worldcat records four examples in Slovenian libraries and one in University of Illinois at Urbana 

Champaign. Other examples appear to be electronic reproductions. 

References: OCLC 12284853. Koblar, F., Pirjevec, A.: Kristan, Etbin (1867–1953). Slovenska 

biografija. Slovenska akademija znanosti in umetnosti, Znanstvenoraziskovalni center SAZU, 

2013. http://www.slovenska-biografija.si/oseba/sbi305141/#slovenski-biografski-leksikon (2. 

avgust 2019). Izvirna objava v: Slovenski biografski leksikon: 4. zv. Kocen - Lužar. Franc Ksaver 

Lukman et al. Ljubljana, Zadružna gospodarska banka, 1932. 

85 EUR  



35. YUGOSLAVIAN SOCIALISM / SLAVIC PRINTING IN THE US 

Etbin KRISTAN (1867 – 1953). 

Povesti in črtice 

[Stories and Short Stories] 

Chicago: Prosvetna matica 1945. 

8°. 104 with a full page portrait, original wrappers with printed title, stapled (wrappers slightly 

age-toned and stained, old signature on the title page, otherwise a good, seemingly unread 

example). 

 

The book, printed by a Slovenian immigrant press in Chicago, includes original short stories by a 

Slovenian author Etbin Kristan, who was at the time living in the US. The introduction is 

accompanied by the author’s photography and biography.  

Kristan was a socialist and according to his biography he inspired the Slovenian author Ivan 

Cankar to write his revolutionary short novel Hlapec Jernej in njegova pravica [The Bailiff 

Yerney]. 

Etbin Kristan was a Slovenian / Yugoslavian politician, writer and journalist, who moved to the 

US during WWI, where he was an editior of several publications. After a brief return to his home 

land, Kristan moved to New York in 1921, as a Yugoslav representative for immigrants in the US. 

From 1927 on he worked as a journalist in Washington, where he was writing for Slavic 

magazines, and was author of several books in Slovenian language. Etbin Kristan was especially 

known for his work for the theatre. He returned to his home land after WWII, shortly before his 

death. 

We could find 7 institutional examples (3 in Slovenian libraries, Slovenian library of Trieste, 

Harvard College Library, New York Public Library System, Library of Congress). 

References: OCLC 12077311. Koblar, F., Pirjevec, A.: Kristan, Etbin (1867–1953). Slovenska 

biografija. Slovenska akademija znanosti in umetnosti, Znanstvenoraziskovalni center SAZU, 

2013. http://www.slovenska-biografija.si/oseba/sbi305141/#slovenski-biografski-leksikon (2. 

avgust 2019). Izvirna objava v: Slovenski biografski leksikon: 4. zv. Kocen - Lužar. Franc Ksaver 

Lukman et al. Ljubljana, Zadružna gospodarska banka, 1932. 

65 EUR  



36. YUGOSLAVIAN SOCIALISM / SLAVIC PRINTING IN THE US 

Etbin KRISTAN (1867 – 1953). 

Brata. Povest iz še ne pozabljenih dni 

[Two Brothers. A Story from Still Unforgotten Days]. 

Chicago: Prosvetna matica 1948. 

8°. 144 pp. With a full page portrait, original orange wrappers with printed title (good condition). 

 

A socialist, pro-Yugoslav and pro-Partisan story of two brothers, set in WWII, was written by a 

Slovenian immigrant writer Etbin Kristan in the US, and was issued by a Slovenian press in 

Chicago. 

Etbin Kristan was a Slovenian / Yugoslavian politician, writer and journalist, who moved to the 

US during WWI, where he was an editior of several publications. After a brief return to his home 

land, Kristan moved to New York in 1921, as a Yugoslav representative for immigrants in the US. 

From 1927 on he worked as a journalist in Washington, where he was writing for Slavic 

magazines, and was author of several books in Slovenian language. Etbin Kristan was especially 

known for his work for the theatre. He returned to his home land after WWII, shortly before his 

death. 

 

References: OCLC 444802126 & 560838355. Koblar, F., Pirjevec, A.: Kristan, Etbin (1867–

1953). Slovenska biografija. Slovenska akademija znanosti in umetnosti, Znanstvenoraziskovalni 

center SAZU, 2013. http://www.slovenska-biografija.si/oseba/sbi305141/#slovenski-biografski-

leksikon (2. avgust 2019). Izvirna objava v: Slovenski biografski leksikon: 4. zv. Kocen - Lužar. 

Franc Ksaver Lukman et al. Ljubljana, Zadružna gospodarska banka, 1932. 

65 EUR 

 

  



37. FEMALE AUTHOGRS / IMMIGRANT PRINTING / SLAVIC PRINTING IN THE US 

Katka ZUPANČIČ (1889–1967). 

Slike iz vsakdanjega življenja 

Chicago: Prosvetna matica 1946. 

8°. 127 pp. with a portrait, original orange wrappers with printed title (good condition). 

 

A first and only edition of short stories and poetry in Slovenian language by a female immigrant 

author Katka Zupančič (1889–1967). In the book, which was published by a Slovenian socialist 

press in Chicago, Zupančič takes motifs from the simple working class and touches partly 

autobiographic subjects, such as the violence in the family and the suppression of women, starting 

with disappointment, when a girl is born to a family.  

The book was pubished immediately after WWII, when the author's daughter was stationed in 

Berlin as a secretary in the Allied headquarters. 

References: OCLC 444802176. Petrič, Jerneja: Zupančič, Katka (1889–1967). Slovenska 

biografija. Slovenska akademija znanosti in umetnosti, Znanstvenoraziskovalni center SAZU, 

2013. http://www.slovenska-biografija.si/oseba/sbi885643/#slovenski-biografski-leksikon (10. 

avgust 2019). Izvirna objava v: Slovenski biografski leksikon: 15. zv. Zdolšek - Žvanut. Jože 

Munda et al. Ljubljana, Slovenska akademija znanosti in umetnosti Znanstvenoraziskovalni center 

SAZU, 1991.  

65 EUR  



38. BOOKS, WHICH WERE NEVER PUBLISHED 

YUGOSLAV COMMUNIST PARTY / CONFISCATED PRINTING MATERIAL  

Zgodovina Vsezvezne komunistične partije (boljševikov)  

[History of the United Communist Party (of Bolsheviks)] 

Ljubljana: Cankarjeva založba 1946. 

 

The Roman Missal, which became a Communist book. 

 

12°. 511 pp. on thin paper, original full calf binding with lettering on the cover, patterned 

embossed endpapers (binding slighty scuffed on corners, otherwise in a good condition). 

 

The book on the Communist Party, issued by the CP of Yugoslavia immediately after WWII was 

issued in a limited edition on paper, confiscated from the Catholic church, initially intended to be  

This special version, issued in limited edition, was printed on a thin paper, which the Yugoslav 

Communists confescated from the Catholic church at the end of WWII and was bound in a full 

falf, originally prepared for a translation of the Roman Missal.  

The story started six years before the end of WWII, in 1940, when the monks of the Stična 

monastery, Slovenia, started preparing their translation of the Roman Missal. Due to the delay of 

the delivery of thin paper, appropriate for the biblical publications, from Rijeka, caused by the 

war, the first editions were printed on the normal paper and sent to Vatican for a review in 1944. 

The permission for the printing arrived on March 14th, 1944. The last months of the war stopped 

the printing of the Missal on the biblical paper, which was by the time delivered. 

Upon the victory of Tito’s partisans, under the leadership of the Communist Party, the paper and 

calf supplies, intended for the printing of the translation of the Roman Missal, were confiscated 

and were used for a limited edition of the book on the history of the Communist Party. The text 

was published before in a shortened version by the underground partisan press during WWII.  

Our version differs from a more common version printed in the same year under the same title on 

normal paper by the pagination (511 pages instead of 355 pages), the quality of the paper and the 

full calf binding. The more common version was bound in paper wrappers.  

We could not find any institutional copies of this version. Worldcat only lists the more common 

versions on normal paper and wrappers, printed on 355 pages (OCLC 441733781 & 490970439) 

References: Marijan Smolnik, Knjige, ki niso smele iziti, Knjižnica, Letn. 48, št. 3 (2004), pp. 

196-197. 

 

350 EUR  



39. SLAVIC PRINTING IN AUSTRIA 

P. Bernard AMBROŽIČ 

TONČE S SLOMA 

Klagenfurt: Družba sv. Mohorja 1954. 

 

The first and only edition of a short novel, printed for the Slovenian minority in Carinthia, 

Austria.  

 

8°. 185 pp., [1], original wrappers with illustrated title (minor traces of wear on the wrappers with 

tiny tears, otherwise in a good condition). 

 

The book was published by a Catholic Press of St. Mohor in Klagenfurt, which has been a central 

publishing house for Slovenian minority in Carinthia, Austria, for decades. During the time of 

Yugoslavia it was responsible for mostly religious stories and texts encouraging Catholic values, 

which were at the time not appreciated under Tito’s regime.  

38 EUR  



40. PRIVATE COLLECTIONS / ART COLLECTORS / PHOTOGRAPHY 

ANON. 

28 photographs of a private art collection of Dr. Adolf Friedrich Hommel, Zürich 

A rare, possibly unique series of 28 original large photographs, showcasing one of the largest 

private mid-European art collections on the turn of the century, assembled in Zürich by a 

German medical doctor and industrialist Dr. Adolf Friedrich Hommel. 

S.l., s.d. [Zürich, between 1904-1909]. 

28 albumen prints (various sizes, but circa 23 x 30 cm), pasted on original cards (36 x 43 cm), 

housed in an original calf portfolio with gilt coats of arms on the cover and 

embossed lines, flaps floral and inner side of the folder with patterned paper (white 

margins with light foxing and sporadic tiny chips, photographs in a good and clean 

condition, portfolio worn on edges and with light scratches on boards, card flaps 

torn and partly missing, patterned paper on the inner side slightly stained). 

 

 

This stunning series of 28 large albumen prints represents villa “Dem Schönen” in 

Zürich and its famous art collection, which was around 1900 one of the largest 

privately assembled collections. It was made by a pharmacist and industrialist Dr. 

Adolf Friedrich Hommel and it included hundreds of paintings, ranging from the 

Italian Gothic paintings, Old Masters, Dutch landscapes, Renaissance and Baroque 

to the 19th century, sculptures, metal objects, porcelain, ceramics, dolls etc.  

The two embossed gilt coats of arms on the cover of the portfolio belong to Dr. 

Hommel and his second wife Zwanetta (Jeannette) Frederika Sophie Hommel, née 

Gerth van Wijk.  

This series, which is a valuable documentary insight in the private collections, is 

the only series of original photos we could trace and it was possibly made for the 

family upon their moving into the villa. Some of the photos were reproduced in the 

auction catalogues of 1909.   

 

 

Villa “Dem Schönen” 

The villa was designed by an architect Friedrich Kühn (1856-1914) from 

Heidelberg and was finished by January 1899. Already a few years later Dr. 

Hommel commissioned a long tract, which would be housing exhibition rooms, and 

a terrace. The extension to the villa was designed by a Zürich-based architectural 

bureau Chiodera und Tschudy, known for its monumental buildings in the city, and 

constructed between 1902 and 1904. The interior was painted with decorative floral and figural 

motifs by Antonio de Garda. 

The art collection was housed in the villa for only 5 years, after which it was sold at two public 

auctions. The building stayed in the family’s possession until 1921, although it was rented out as a 

luxury furniture shop in the last years. Since 1986 the villa has been an Italian art lyceum, called 

Liceo Artistico.  

 

 



Dr. Adolf Friedrich Hommel – The Collector 

Dr. Adolf Friedrich Hommel (1851 - 1913) born in Chemnitz, Germany, was educated as a 

businessman and later as a medical doctor. By the late 19th century he made a fortune with his 

medical products and through his business connections with Russia. In the 1870s Dr. Hommel 

married Maria Christine Hommel (née von Roehde, 1846-1897), from the Pskov Oblast in Russia, 

who had a daughter from a previous marriage (Lydia Lederer, née von Nuernberg, in 1870). Until 

her death in 1897 Maria gave birth to three other children Helène (married Mackay) (1886-1926), 

Woldemar Hommel (1878-1924) and Bruno Hommel (1888-1954). 

Maria Hommel’s large portrait can be seen on a wall of a studio on one of the 

photos.  

Soon after Maria’s death, Dr. Adolf Hommel married his second wife Zwanetta 

(Jeannette) Frederika Sophie Hommel, née Gerth van Wijk, who gave birth to their 

first daughter in 1898. 

In the same year the villa “Dem Schönen” was finished and the family moved into a 

new home, where three more children followed in the next six years. 

In these years Dr. Hommel had their villa expanded with large galleries, where he 

exhibited his enormous art collection. 

Only in 1909, Adolf Friedrich Hommel put his entire collection for sale to the 

auction J. M. Heberle (H. Lempertz' Söhne) in Cologne and moved to the 

Wiesbaden. 

The sale started exactly 110 years ago to the day, as I am writing this catalogue 

description, on August 10th, 1909. The auction lasted for 10 full days and the 

detailed two auction catalogues list 1588 art objects. Some of the images in the 

catalogue have been reproduced after photographs from our or similar series. 

For the details see: https://digi.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/diglit/heberle1909_08_10/0011 

and https://digi.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/diglit/heberle1909_08_19/0120. 

This is the only series of original photographs we could trace and they represent a valuable inside in 
a privately assembled collection and in the museology in the time around 1900. 

 

References: Zürcher Denkmalpflege, 12. Bericht 1987-1990 ... - Kanton Zürich, 

pp. 380-385; Kantonsschule Freudenberg Zürich, Liceo Artistico, Schweizerisch-

italienisches Kunstgymnasium (https://www.kfr.ch/liceo/portrait/architektur/); 

Markus Bürgi, Adolf Hommel. HLS (https://hls-dhs-

dss.ch/de/articles/014413/2008-01-08/). J. M. Heberle (H. Lempertz' Söhne) 

<Köln> [Hrsg.]: Sammlung Dr. Adolf Hommel Zürich - Kunstgegenstände und 

Antiquitäten: Versteigerung zu Zürich, Oberer Parkring 2, Villa "Dem Schönen" 

unter Leitung von J. M. Heberle (H. Lempertz Söhne), G.M.B.H. in Köln a. Rh., 

Dienstag, den 10. bis Mittwoch, den 18. August 1909 ([S.l.], 1909). Hommel, Adolf 

[Sammler] [Hrsg.]; J. M. Heberle (H. Lempertz' Söhne) <Köln> [Hrsg.]: Sammlung 

Dr. Adolf Hommel Zürich - Gemälde älterer Meister: Versteigerung zu Zürich, 

Oberer Parkring 2, Villa "Dem Schönen" unter Leitung von J. M. Heberle (H. Lempertz Söhne), 

G.M.B.H. in Köln a. Rh., Donnerstag, den 19. und Freitag, den 20. August 1909 ([S.l.], 1909) 

 

3.500 EUR 

 

https://digi.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/diglit/heberle1909_08_10/0011
https://digi.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/diglit/heberle1909_08_19/0120
https://www.kfr.ch/liceo/portrait/architektur/
https://hls-dhs-dss.ch/de/articles/014413/2008-01-08/
https://hls-dhs-dss.ch/de/articles/014413/2008-01-08/


  



  



41. PRIVATE COLLECTORS 

HISTORISCHER VEREIN VON OBERPFALZ UND REGENSBURG 

[HISTORY ASSOCIATION OF OBERPFALZ AND REGENSBURG] 

Historischer Verein von Oberpfalz und Regensburg. Quittung 

Regensburg: Niedermayr 1882, 1883. 

 

2 Einblattdrucke, lithografiert von beiden Seiten, je 10,5 x 16,5 cm, Lithographie und Manuskript 

(kaum stockfleckig, insgesamt gut erhalten) / 2 sheets, each 10,5 x 16,5 cm, lithographed on both 

sides, lithographed template with manuscript (minor foxing, otherwise in a good condition). 

 

Two ephemeral receipts by the Historical Association for Oberpfalz and Regensburg were issued 

in 1882 and 1883 for an engineer F. Hasselmann from Munich. 

 He is probably identical with an architect, engineer and a famous collector of books, miniatures, 

prints and art Fritz Hasselmann (died 1894). Items from his collection, recognizable by a stamp 

with initials FH, appear today on the market and in the institutions. Hasselmann’s collection was 

sold through several auctions through J.M. Heberle in Cologne and Hugo Helbing in Munich from 

1889 on.  

References: Frits Lugt Collections de Dessins & d'Estampes. Hasselman, Fritz. 

65 EUR 

 

 

  



 

42. EGYPT 

 

Adelphoi ZANGAKI or BROTHERS ZANGAKI 

 

No. 1571. Grand Lac de Badrechen 

 

S.l., S.d. [Egypt, circa 1880] 

 

Albumen print, with photographer's signature and title in negative, 21,5 x 28 cm (in a good 

condition). 

 

 

 

The photograph showcases a lake and palm trees close to Saqqara, south of Cairo, Egypt. 

The photographers was Adelphoi Zangaki, possibly working together with his brother, who were 

specialized in landscapes and portraits of inhabitants along the Nile River in the late 19th century. 

 

80 EUR 

   



43. ISTANBUL / BOSPORUS 

 

MIHRAN IRANIAN (FL. 1890S). 

 

Bosphore 

 

[Istanbul, circa 1895]. 

 

Albumen print (19,5 x 25 cm), pasted on original card (32 x 38,5 cm), photographer's credit and 

title in negative (very good, card slightly used on the corners with wo age-toned tape marks). 

 

 

A scarce view of the Bosporus was made in the last years of the 19th century by Mihran Iranian. 

The view embraces the peninsulas on the European side with a view of Rumeli Hisarı on the end, 

and across the Bosporus the Asian side with Adile Sultan Palace, later Kandilli Anatolian High 

School for Girls – the first public school for girls in the Ottoman Empire. 

Mihran Iranian was an Istanbul-based photographer of Armenian origins, who established his 

studio in Pera in 1891. Four years later, in 1895, he entered a partnership with another 

photographer, called Gugasyan, and already in 1900 his business started to decline. Comparing to 

the other Armenian photographers, not much is known about Iranian and only about 300 of his 

photographed motifs survive today.  

References: Iranian, Mihran. Lusadaran. Armenian Photography Foundation 

(http://lusadaran.org/artists/mihran-iranian/). 

250 EUR 

  



44. PORTRAIT – PHOTOGRAPHY / ORIENTALISM 

 

FRIEDRICH BRANDSEPH (1826-1915). 

 

Philipp Wolff (1810–1894) 

 

Stuttgart: Friedrich Brandseph [circa 1879]. 

 

Albumen print, pasted on original card (10,5 x 6,5 cm), with photographer's signature below and 

verso (old inscription and date in ink verso, in a good condition). 

 

 

 

An original studio photograph shows the German theologist and orientalist Philipp Wolff (1810 – 

1894). Wolff was known for his translations from Arabic and Persian, including the works of 

Saadi and the Muʻallaqāt. His Jerusalem guidebook was published in many editions.  

We could not trace any other Wolff’s portraits.  

 

€150.00 

  



45. PORTRAIT / PHOTOGRAPHY / MEDITATION  

 

E. P. JACOBI - E. HEVESI. 

 

Jiddu Krishnamurti (1895 – 1986) 

 

[Budapest, prob. 1931]. 

 

Black and white photograph, typed text on thin paper mounted on 

the back, tho auhors' stamps on the back 17,5 x 11,5 cm. 

 

An original photograph of an Indian spiritual and occult leader, 

speaker and author Jiddu Krishnamurti was made in Budapest, 

probably at the time of his visit in 1931. The photograph was made 

by the press correspondents E. P. Jacobi and E. Hevesi for The 

International Newsreel. The two mounted texts on the back give a 

report on Krishnamurti’s visit to Budapest and one of his 

quotations.  

 

€85.00 

  



46. RUSSOPHILIA / PAN-SLAVIC MOVEMENT / UNUSUAL TYPOGRAPHY 

 

Ѵаыlо иа ïаямаяко ѵ Иïзиïем Иоѵгояоdu… ІМРЕЯАТОЯБКІ РАБРОЯТ ИА 

JAЯМАЯКО 

[Vabilo na jarmarko v Nižnem Novgorodu… Imperatorski passport na jarmarko / 

Invitation to Jarmarka in Nizni Novgorod… Imperial Pass for Jarmarka].  

Ljubljana: Sokol. Printed by Dragotin Hribar February 1903. 

An unusual invitation and entrance ticket mimicking Russian Cyrillic was made for a 

Slovenian pan-Slavic sports club for a costume party with a motif of a Russian Imperial Ball. 

2 items:  

Colour lithograph with a manuscript signature, 34,5 x 11,5 cm (soft fold, otherwise in a good 

condition) 

Colour lithograph, with attached red ribbon and a pin, verso stamped with a club’s stamp and a 

number 10 x 6,5 cm (good condition). 

 

This unusual invitation and an entrance ticket were made in 1903 in Slovenian language for the 

Mardi Gras costume ball of the sport’s club Sokol. The theme of the ball was a Russian Imperial 

Party and the letters imitate Russian Cyrillic.  

Sokols were a pan-Slavic all-age gymnastics organization first founded in Prague in 

the Czech region of Austria-Hungary in 1862 by Miroslav Tyrš and Jindřich Fügner. The 

movement soon expanded all over the Slavic countries. 

The invitation belonged to Viktor Murnik (1874-1964), a Slovenian lawyer, sportsman and a head 

of the sports club Ljubljana Sokol for over 20 years, training several world leading athletes of the 

time. Murnik, who became a secretary of Sokol in 1896, was responsible for the club’s joining to 

the international sport association in 1907. 

 

References: Murnik, Viktor (1874–1964). Slovenska biografija. Slovenska akademija znanosti in 

umetnosti, Znanstvenoraziskovalni center SAZU, 2013. http://www.slovenska-

biografija.si/oseba/sbi382158/#slovenski-biografski-leksikon (10. avgust 2019). Izvirna objava v: 

Slovenski biografski leksikon: 6. zv. Mrkun - Peterlin. Franc Ksaver Lukman Ljubljana, Zadružna 

gospodarska banka, 1935. 

 

120 EUR 

  



47. RUSSOPHILIA / MENU 

Обѣдъ 

Helsinki: Hotel Hesperia, May 1, 1988. 

Folio, [8] colour lithography on card, not bound, as originally published (minor traces of wear, 

otherwise in a good condition). 

 

An unusually designed large menu in Russian Cyrillic, Finnish, Swedish and Englich was made 

for the Russian Room in the Hotel Hesperia in Helsinki in 1986. 

The cover design copies the wedding menu of Czar Nicolas II of Russia from 1896 and the text on 

the inner side of the cover gives a brief history of Russia. 

45 EUR  



48. ARCHITECTURE / PORTRAIT / GERMANY 

Oskar Hossfeld (1848 - 1915) 

S.l., S.d. [Berlin? Zweite Hälfte des 19. Jrhs - anfag des 20. Jrhs / Second half of the 19th 

century, beginning of the 20th century]. 

4 Positionen: 1 - Bleistiftzeichnung (8 x 6,5 cm) montiert auf schwarzem Papier (11,5 x 9 cm), 2- 

Fotoreproduktion auf Pappe (16,5 x 12 cm, leicht berieben im Rand), 3 – Visitenkarte (5 x 9,5 

cm), 4 – Umschlag mit gedruckter Adresse und Stempel, handschriftlich bezeichnet Oskar 

Hossfeld Vater (12,5 x 18 cm).   

 

Die zwei Portriats zeigen den deutschen / preussischen Architekt Oskar Hossfeld (1848 - 1915). 

Die Bleistftzeichnung zeigt Hossfeld als einen jungen Mann und die Fotoreproduktion wurde am 

Ende seines Lebens gemacht. Die Visitenkarte lautet: O. Hossfeld. Geheimer Oberbaurat im 

Ministrium der öffentlichen Arbeiten.  

Two portraits and a carte de visite are those of a German / Prussian architect and engineer Oskar 

Hossfeld (1848 - 1915). A pencil drawing shows Hossfeld as a young man and a photo-

reproduction the architect in his later years. The items a re housed in a contemporary envelope, 

marked with a hand-written script Oskar Hossfeld, Father.  

120 EUR 

 

  



49. ART ADVERTISEMENT 

 

Hans Makart. Einzug Carl V. In Antwerpen 

Hamburg: Semmi Hertz Nachfolger 1878. 

4°, [4] with a portrait on the cover (soft folds, otherwise in a good condition). 

 

An ephemeral flying leaf is a report on an exhibition of a painting by an Austrian painter Hans 

Makart, showcasing The Arrival of Charles V to Antwerp. The painting, which is still today 

known as best work of Makart, was exhibited in Hamburg, where is still hangs today. The text on 

the end advertises photographic reproductions of the painting, which were possible to buy in four 

different formats.  

 

65 EUR  



50. BROADSIDE / FOLK FESTIVAL 

 

Anon.  

 

Lady Godiva Procession will take place at Coventry on Tuesday, June 24, 1851. 

 

Coventry: S. Knapp, D. Lewin, and T. A. Mars 1851.  

 

A rare broadside was printed for a controversial Lady Godiva Procession in Coventry, in the 

time of highly moralistic Victorian Era.  

 

 

Broadside. Steel engraving and letterpress, printe in green, recto. Letterpress, printed in black, 

verso (Very Good, soft horizontal folds, tiny tears in margins, slightly dusty) 57 x 22 cm (22.5 x 

8.7 inches). 

  

 

 

This rare large broadside was printed for a controversial Procession with naked Lady Godiva in 

Coventry in 1851. The text, printed in green gives the program of the procession, and on the back 

are advertisements for different firms, such as stores, printers, hotels and inns in Coventry. Lady 

Godiva was played by Madame Cassanette from the Cremorne Gardens. 

The Lady Godiva Procession first took place in the late 17th century, to celebrate a 11th century 

legend of Lady Godiva, who rode naked through the city, covered with her hair only, to gain 

a remission of the oppressive taxation that her husband imposed on his tenants.  

Around 1842 the first procession that encouraged the idea of Godiva riding naked took place. She 

wore a tight fitting, flesh coloured dress, causing fights among spectators trying to get a better 

view. During this time of highly moralistic Victorian Era, complaints against the procession 

arrived from all over the country and the city was disgraced. Despite this the procession did go 

ahead until 1862, when it became less frequent.  

The broadside is very rare. We could not find any other surviving examples in institutions 

worldwide. A small format handbill of the event survives in the British Library. 

 

1.200 EUR 
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